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A new university and commercial 
precinct for Blacktown City
Last year, more people moved to Blacktown than to any other city in Australia. 
By 2036, we expect 522,000 people will live in Blacktown City. 

‘We are making Blacktown a magnet for economic growth. 
It will be a modern, inspirational City that residents 
and businesses are proud of. With our 18,000 university 
students, Blacktown City is the ideal location for a modern, 
fully‑integrated campus,’ said Blacktown City Mayor, Stephen 
Bali MP. ‘Council has already engaged with university vice 
chancellors in NSW and will invite interest in the project from 
universities across Australia and internationally.’

Developing the Warrick Lane precinct into commercial and 
office retail space is another major transformational project. 
Approval of the Warrick Lane transformation is expected by 
the end of this year with work on the underground carpark 
to begin in mid‑2019.

http://www.facebook.com/BlacktownCityCouncil/
http://www.twitter.com/blacktowncc
https://www.youtube.com/user/BlacktownCityCouncil
http://www.instagram.com/blacktowncitycouncil
mailto:council%40blacktown.nsw.gov.au?subject=


From the Mayor’s desk
We are delighted that on Thursday 
19 July the Independent Planning 
Commission (IPC) rejected the proposed 
Energy from Waste incinerator in 
Eastern Creek.

In its statement the IPC cited 
‘uncertainty’ over human health and 
environmental impacts in rejecting the 
application for the facility – validating 
our concern from the beginning 
regarding the impact on community 
health and the environment. 

Dial a Dump Industries (DADi) applied 
to the NSW Government in 2013 
to build one of the world’s largest 
energy‑from‑waste facilities at 
Eastern Creek.

This has been a long and painful process 
for Western Sydney residents but now we 
can rejoice.

I commend the community for their 
on‑going fight through the different 
stages of this application process. 
Our community spoke loudly against 
this facility.

At the IPC hearing into the proposal at 
Rooty Hill RSL in May, 100 community 
members attended and 20 people 
addressed the panel.

In February, Council held a community 
forum on the proposed energy from 
waste facility in Minchinbury which was 
attended by more than 400 people.

Council has worked extensively with 
community groups and submitted 3 
separate formal objections. In March 
2017, residents made 990 submissions 
to the Department of Planning and 
Environment (only 2 of which were in 
favour of the facility). The No Incinerator 
for Western Sydney group also initiated 
2 petitions to the NSW Parliament: 
1 to the Lower House with 12,000 
signatures; the other to the Upper House 
with 11,000 signatures.

On behalf of this community I thank the 
IPC for making a sound decision based 
on facts that affect our people and 
their future.

For the future though, it is vital to 
guard against another development 
application of this type ‑ there must 
be stricter NSW government policy and 
environmental laws in place

For Council’s statement which includes 
the full IPC decision visit the latest news 
section on our website: 
www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/News-Media 

Cr Stephen Bali MP 
Mayor Blacktown City 

Come and have 
your say
Toongabbie Community Forum – Ward 3  
Monday 13 August  
7 pm – 9 pm  
Metella Road Public School  
117–131 Metella Road, Toongabbie

Willmot Community Forum – Ward 5  
Monday 29 October  
7 pm – 9 pm  
Willmot Public School 
Discovery Avenue, Willmot

Blacktown Community Forum – 
Citywide  
Monday 26 November  
7 pm – 9 pm  
Max Webber Library Function Room  
Corner of Flushcombe Road and 
Alpha Street, Blacktown Did you know you can get your 

rates notices electronically? 
Step 1  Go to www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au and search for ‘rates online’.  

Make sure you have an old rates notice handy as you’ll need the 
e‑notice reference number.

Step 2  Click the available link to receive your rate instalment notices electronically 
and select the Sign Up tab when the page opens in a new window.

Step 3  To register, type in the requested details. 
Once you have registered, a verification email will be sent to your 
email address.

Step 4  Click on the link in the activation email.  
This will take you to another screen to set up your mobile number 
and password.

Once you have completed the registration process, you will receive all future rates 
notices by email. 

http://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au


New water 
refill stations 
to keep you 
hydrated 

Sydney Water has partnered with 
Blacktown Council to provide water 
refill stations at:

• Bidwill Reserve, Bidwill

• Riverstone Park, Riverstone

• Glenwood Reserve, Glenwood.

The new water refill stations have 
a bubbler and bottle‑fill function. 

Over the next few months, Council will 
be installing water refill stations at:

• Willmot Reserve, Willmot

• Tregear Reserve, Tregear

• Alwyn Lindfield Reserve, Glenwood

• William Lawson Reserve, Prospect

• Dawson Mall, Mount Druitt.

The aim of the stations is to make tap 
water more accessible in public places 
and reduce litter from disposable 
water bottles.

Residents get active with new fitness station 
at Alwyn Lindfield Reserve 
A new fitness station near the existing playground and picnic areas is attracting the young and young‑at‑heart, 
following community requests for new fitness equipment.

Green Energy, an exciting cardio piece at the Reserve, allows you to generate human‑powered electricity to charge your 
mobile phone or tablet while exercising.

Councillor Julie Griffiths and Councillor Kevin Gillies gained Council’s support  
to allocate $100,000 from the Ward 2 budget.



2018 
Blacktown 
City Art Prize
Entries for the 2018 Blacktown City 
Art Prize are now open. 

Local, regional and national artists 
are invited to submit entries in:

• drawing

• painting

• sculpture

• ceramics

• mixed media.

With cash prizes totalling $20,000 and 
acquisitive awards (where Council buys an 
art work), this is a highly‑valued art prize.

To enter, go to:  
www.blacktownarts.com.au 

Entries close on 9 October 2018.
2017 Blacktown City Art Prize, winning artwork Measuring Loss by Tess Mehonoshen. 

Exhibitions
Daneha 
5 July – 8 September  
The Leo Kelly Blacktown Arts Centre

Daneha is an exhibition that explores 
the identities and stories of the Afghan 
community in Blacktown.

More information  
www.blacktownarts.com.au 

Stitching the Sea 
22 September – 27 October  
The Leo Kelly Blacktown Arts Centre 

Stitching the Sea is an ongoing program 
that explores issues affecting our 
Pacific communities. Blacktown Arts will 
showcase the rich body of work by artists 
Latai Taumoepeau and Angela Tiatia. 
Our communities will gather to explore 
traditional and contemporary practices, 
and experience how artists make works 
that address global warming. 

More information  
www.blacktownarts.com.au

Performances 
Sitaraha – The Stars
7 and 8 September  
The Leo Kelly Blacktown Arts Centre

Sitaraha – The Stars is a moving 
one‑woman play which intertwines the 
stories of three generations of women 
living in Afghanistan. Navigating 
war and religious oppression, they 
use songs, dance and storytelling 
to keep their stories alive.

Tickets: blacktownarts.eventbrite.com.au 

Monirah Hashemi

http://www.blacktownarts.com.au
http://www.blacktownarts.com.au
http://www.blacktownarts.com.au
http://blacktownarts.eventbrite.com.au


Extending our sporting heart
Already one of the finest facilities in Australia, Blacktown 
International Sportspark Sydney will soon be home to the 
a multi‑million dollar Western Sydney Wanderers Football 
Club headquarters. 

Currently under development, the training and administration 
complex will have 6 new turf fields, a ‘hybrid’ field (mix of 
synthetic and grass) and full size synthetic field. 

The Sportspark will continue to be home for AFL, cricket, 
baseball, football, softball and athletics. 

Another exciting development soon to make its mark on 
the Sportspark will be the International Centre for Training 
Excellence (ICTE). 

This state of the art training, recovery and analysis centre 
will offer a variety of services to elite, sub elite and pathway 
athletes as well as community members and include sports 
medicine, physiotherapists, injury rehabilitation, and sports 
science, testing and analysis.

University and commercial partners will provide research 
and treatment opportunities as well as dedicated facilities. 

Facilities being considered include:

• high‑tech gym

• Water recovery facilities

• MONDO athletic track for sprint testing 

• research hub

• academy accommodation for visiting sports teams 
and individual athletes.

Investing in our community’s health
The NSW Government has committed to a $700 million 
investment in Blacktown Hospital. Council is working with the 
NSW Government and the private health sector to establish a 
private hospital and allied medical health services in a medical 
precinct between the Hospital and Blacktown CBD.

Bringing the community together 
at Riverstone Town Centre
The Riverstone master plan considers a range of options 
that may be realised, including: a community centre, library, 
childcare centre, aquatic centre, recreation centre and public 
park, as well as a new residential development at Riverstone.

We expect to exhibit the planning proposals by late 2018.

Transforming Blacktown into 
a modern, metropolitan City

Rehoming lost pets
Council is building a new Animal Rehoming Centre (ARC) on a 
10.5 hectare site at Glendenning.

The ARC will shelter and re‑home up to 10,000 cats, dogs and 
other animals every year. It will provide animal care services to 
several Western Sydney councils.

This site is highly accessible to visitors from across Sydney, 
located very close to both the M7 and M4 Motorways.

Council will continue to work with rescue groups and foster 
carers to rehome animals.

And Council has plans to offer a range of other services and 
facilities to generate community benefits never previously 
contemplated by old‑fashioned ‘council pounds’.

Council has allocated a budget of $15.3 million in anticipation 
of the sale of the land which houses the existing Animal 
Holding Facility at Prospect.

We are creating our Centre as a place of choice for the 
community to visit and adopt an animal.  It will have the  
capacity for changing animal care needs, including increased 
holding space.

The ARC will be a quality environment which incorporates 
innovative and efficient design and construction components 
to minimise future energy use and operational costs.



Mayor Stephen Bali MP, with 
guest speaker Rob Cassab, 
Director of Sphere Developments

Announcing Council’s  
biggest ever budget
More than 180 people attended 
Blacktown City Council’s 
2018 Budget Insight Forums 
– a business breakfast and a 
community forum – to announce 
our $623 million budget 
for 2018/19.

Rob Cassab, Director of Sphere Developments 
and the man behind Blacktown’s first skyscraper, 
Altitude Tower, spoke at the business event. 

The community forum guest speaker was 
Anyier Yuol, Blacktown City’s 2018 Woman of the 
Year. An orphaned Sudanese refugee, Ms Yuol has 
called Blacktown home for more than 10 years.

The annual budget forums are an opportunity 
to meet your Mayor and Councillors  and find out 
more about how Council spends its money.



Ward project budgets
 Ward 1

Road and footpath improvements $4 million 

New road, Loftus Street, Riverstone full width  
between Hamilton and Windsor Road, Riverstone $2 million

New reserve: Reserve 917, Riverstone,  
east of Clarke Street and between Garfield Road  
and Riverstone Road, Riverstone: stage 1 of 2 $1.1 million

New drainage works, Beacon Drive, Riverstone $6.6 million

New drainage works, Loftus Street, Riverstone $4.1 million

Playground upgrade, Ridgeview Park, Riverstone  $128,000

Playground upgrade, Quakers Hill Park, Quakers Hill $127,000

 Ward 2
Road and footpath improvements $4.7 million

Rehabilitation of Breakfast Creek,  
between Bessemer Street and  
Richmond Railway line, Blacktown $1.2 million

Park improvements, Marayong Park  
and field upgrade $350,000

Pedestrian bridge replacement,  
International Peace Park, Seven Hills $160,000

Playground upgrade, Chopin Park, Seven Hills $128,000

 Ward 3
Road and footpath improvements $4 million

Building improvements, mechanical services upgrade, 
22 Main Street, Blacktown $960,000

Drainage and stormwater, pipe amplification works, 
Claudia Road, Toongabbie $856,000

Buildings general works, 81–85 Flushcombe Road, 
Blacktown (roof repair) $500,000

Buildings general works, Civic Centre building, 
replace roof and air conditioning $495,000

Reserve embellishment, Reserve 752,  
Reservoir Road, Blacktown $250,000

Playground upgrade, Katrina Park, Seven Hills $128,000

Playground upgrade, Snowy Reserve, Seven Hills $127,000

 Ward 4
Road and footpath improvements  $3.6 million

Athletics stadium refurbishment  $470,000

Park improvements, 
Nurragingy Reserve, Doonside  $1.6 million

Park improvement, 
Glendenning Reserve, Glendenning  $360,000

Playground upgrade, 
Luke Park, Mount Druitt $128,000

 Ward 5
Road and footpath improvements  $3.7 million

Park improvements – install irrigation system,  
Peter Van Hasselt Park, Shalvey  $270,000

Park improvements – replace irrigation system, 
Whalan Reserve, Whalan  $350,000

Park improvements – construct basketball court,  
Willmot Reserve, Willmot  $180,000

Playground upgrade, Wyanda Reserve, Dharruk  $127,000

Anyier Yuol is Blacktown City’s 
2018 Woman of the Year



Calling all 
green thumbs
The 2018 Blacktown City Garden 
Competition is now open and we’re 
on the lookout for the best gardens 
in our community. 

There are 22 categories, including champion garden, 
best front garden, best community garden and best 
primary school garden.

Applications open:  
Wednesday 1 August 2018

Applications close:  
5.30 pm, Friday 
7 September 2018

Preliminary judging:  
10 – 28 September 2018

Final round judging:  
Early October 2018 

2019 Blacktown City Games 
Next year will mark 40 years since the first Blacktown City 
Games, so we are preparing to host the biggest and best 
games the city has seen! 

The Blacktown City Games are a celebration of sport 
and recreational activities and highlight the benefits of 
participating in physical activity as well as the social and 
community benefits of being part of an organised club. 

The Blacktown City Games: 

• celebrate sport and recreation activities in the Blacktown 
City local government area 

• promote the benefits of sport and recreation activities to 
the wider community

• highlight the inclusiveness of every cultural and ability 
to showcase that everyone has the right to participate 
without discrimination

• reinforce respect for everyone involved including 
officials, coaches, players, parents, guardians, volunteers 
and organisers. 

To be a part of the Games you must hold an event or 
tournament in 2019 which Council will help promote. We will 
also provide participation certificates and medals to the 
winners. This could be a brand new event, or an existing one 
renamed to reflect the Games!

To register your interest, and for more information, visit our 
website www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au and search Blacktown 
City Games. 

2018 SportsFest
Saturday 25 August  
Noon – 4 pm 

Join in the sports clinics, interact with the displays and 
be inspired by appearances of sporting personalities 
at the Blacktown Leisure Centre Stanhope and Blacktown 
Tennis Centre Stanhope.

Entry to Blacktown Leisure Centre Stanhope will be free from 
noon, allowing families to enjoy all that SportsFest has to offer 
on the day. Families can take this opportunity to check out the 
range of facilities on offer at the Centre. 

For more information contact Blacktown 
Leisure Centre Stanhope on 9421 2600 or visit 
www.blcs.blacktown.nsw.gov.au 

http://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au
http://www.blcs.blacktown.nsw.gov.au


Blacktown City’s 
2018 Youth Ambassadors
Congratulations Emily Potloka, from Oakhurst, and Akano 
Amuda, from Mount Druitt, who were named Blacktown 
City’s 2018 Youth Ambassadors. This role will give these 
2 outstanding young people rewarding experiences as 
well as significantly contribute to their personal and career 
development. Opportunities will include speaking at 
events such as citizenship ceremonies and civic receptions. 
They will also have the opportunity to meet high profile 
individuals at special events and the chance to attend a local 
government‑related conference. The ambassadors also get 
to participate as members of both the Sister Cities and Youth 
Advisory Committees. 

For more information on our Youth Ambassador Program go 
to www.blacktown.gov.au and search for Youth Ambassador.

Congratulations

Youth Ambassadors Maddalyn Bokenham (2017), Emily Potloka (2018), 
Deputy Mayor Tony Bleasdale OAM, Akano Amuda (2018) and 
Jessica Szakacs (2017).

Corporate Citizen of the Year
Robert Wearn and Owen Walsh, Sydney Business Park owner 
and development manager, were joint winners of Blacktown 
City’s Corporate Citizen of the Year. 

Mr Wearn bought the Sydney Business Park land with Bryan 
Singh, Director Sydney Business Park, in the mid‑1990s. 
Mr Walsh has been the manager of the Sydney Business Park 
project since it was established in 2005.

Manager of Sydney Business Park, Owen Walsh, 
Blacktown City Mayor, Stephen Bali MP, 
Owner of Sydney Business Park, Robert Wearn

Outstanding asbestos campaign 
wins Betty Awards
Blacktown City Council has received not 1, but 3 awards in 
the National Councils category of the 2017 Betty Awards for 
outstanding work in raising asbestos awareness.

Betty Awards

Early Childhood Australia 
Leadership Program
Early Childhood Australia Leadership Program is an online 
professional development course focusing on best‑practice 
capability leadership framework. This workshop was 
specifically developed for the early childhood education 
and care sector. 

Joanne Dungca, an accredited Early Childhood Teacher 
from Kids’ Early Learning Blackett, was invited to participate 
as a panellist along with other leaders in early childhood. 
They discussed how they enacted their leadership to foster 
collaborative and effective teams.

Local Business Awards 
Thank you for voting for Kids’ Early Learning services!

Kids’ Early Learning Blacktown City, Kids’ Early Learning 
Quakers Hill and Kids’ Early Learning Lalor Parkwere both 
finalists in the Local Business Awards in the childcare category. 

http://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au


Recycle right 
  Keep your recycling as clean 
as possible.

  Never place anything into 
the recycling bin that can’t 
be recycled if in doubt, check 
the ‘B Informed’ app.

  Never place anything smaller than 
a business card into the recycling 
bin (it’s too small for the recycling 
system to sort).

  Put the lids of your containers 
in the waste bin.

  Don’t put items made of multiple 
materials, such as hoses, pipes 
and plastic toys with steel parts, 
into the recycling.

  Never place items like plastic bags, 
nappies, clothing, general waste 
and electronic waste in 
your recycling bin.

  Never bag your recyclables. 

Not sure which bin 
to put your waste in? 
With Council’s free ‘B Informed’ app 
you can:

• search for the correct disposal of 
items in the A–Z guide

• get personalised notifications on 
the day of your general waste 
and recycling bin collections

• share your feedback and quickly 
notify Council of a damaged bin 
or missed collection

• book one of your 12 household 
clean ups.

Download the ‘B Informed’ app 
on iPhone or Android.

It’s never too late 
to get tech savvy
Delivered in partnership with Telstra, 
the Tech Savvy Seniors program at 
Max Webber Library provides free 
or low‑cost training to help seniors 
learn to use computers, tablets 
and smartphones. 

A NSW Government and Telstra joint 
initiative, more than 65,000 seniors 
have participated in the program so far.

To find out more about Tech Savvy 
Seniors workshops at our libraries, 
visit www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/
Services/Libraries/Community-
Technology-Training 

Drought-proofing 
the Sportspark
Blacktown City Council’s award‑winning 
Angus Creek stormwater harvesting and 
reuse scheme is now fully operating. 

Stormwater is collected from Angus 
Creek then filtered and cleaned before 
it’s used to irrigate the Blacktown 
International Sportspark at Rooty Hill, 
and surrounding reserves. 

Cr Bunting inspects the scheme which can 
harvest up to 200 million litres of water per 
year (or Olympic‑sized sized swimming pools)

http://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Services/Libraries/Community-Technology-Training
http://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Services/Libraries/Community-Technology-Training
http://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Services/Libraries/Community-Technology-Training


Community 
Festival season 
is almost here
Enjoy free live entertainment, food, 
art and craft stalls. There’s plenty of fun 
for the kids! 

Tregear Festival
Saturday 25 August  
9 am – 3 pm  
Jim Maynard Park, Corner Aurora Drive 
and Wilkes Crescent, Tregear

Bidwill Festival
Saturday 15 September  
10 am – 3 pm  
Bidwill Square, Carlisle Avenue, Bidwill

Woodcroft Festival
Saturday 22 September  
10 am – 4 pm  
Woodcroft Lake 
Woodcroft Drive, Woodcroft

Blacktown City 
Pet Festival 
Sunday 7 October  
10 am – 2 pm  
Blacktown Showground 
Richmond Road, Blacktown

Kings Langley 
Village Fair
Sunday 21 October  
11 am – 6 pm  
Pearce Reserve, Corner Whitby Road 
and Joseph Banks Drive, Kings Langley

Willmot Festival
29 September  
10 am – 3 pm  
Peter Van Hasselt Reserve 
Palmyra Avenue, Willmot

For more information and to 
view all of our upcoming events 
visit www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au 
and search events. 

Travelling plant giveaways
Ward Location Date Time

1 Blacktown Leisure Centre 
Sentry Drive, Stanhope Gardens

Saturday 8 September 9 am – 1 pm 

2 Harvey Park 
Falmouth Road, Quakers Hill

Saturday 15 September 9 am – 1 pm 

3 Blacktown Showground  
Richmond Road, Blacktown

Saturday 22 September 9 am – 1 pm 

4 Lake Woodcroft Reserve  
Woodcroft Drive, Woodcroft

Saturday 6 October 9 am – 1 pm 

5 Popondetta Park  
Popondetta Road, Emerton  
(opposite Boldrewood Road)

Saturday 13 October 9 am – 1 pm

SOAR & ROAR Festival 
Sunday 9 December from 9 am – 3 pm  
Sydney Motorsport Park, Eastern Creek

Hosted by Special Olympics Australia, in their effort to provide more 
sporting opportunities for people living with an intellectual disability. 

Want to be part of the full throttle accelebration ? Join a motorbike ride 
and feel the ROAR! Register before Friday 31 August and save! 

For full event details visit: www.soarandroar.com.au 

http://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au
http://www.soarandroar.com.au
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CR JESS DIAZ BA, Ll.B, MBA

PO Box 804, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0428 280 931 
E:  jess.diaz@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR JULIE GRIFFITHS
PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0448 725 473 
E:  julie.griffiths@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR FREDERICK BRILLO
PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0429 083 385 
E:  frederick.brillo@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR STEPHEN BALI MP 
FCPA, F Fin, AMIIA 

MAYOR
PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0401 993 634 
E:  stephen.bali@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR TONY BLEASDALE OAM 
DEPUTY MAYOR
PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0410 696 762 
E:  tony@bleasdales.com.au

CR CHRIS QUILKEY Dip Law

PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0428 974 776 
E:  chris.quilkey@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR JAYMES DIAZ
PO Box 804, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0428 965 462 
E:  jaymes.diaz@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR KEVIN GILLIES
PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0429 194 269 
E:  kevin.gillies@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR KATHIE COLLINS 
OAM, BAppSC

PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0429 018 288 
E:  kathie.collins@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR CAROL ISRAEL
PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0429 146 345 
E:  carol.israel@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR PETER CAMILLERI
PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0428 978 428 
E:  peter.camilleri@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR MONINDER SINGH 
JP, PhD

PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

P: 02 9837 4213 
M: 0429 128 708 
E:  moninder.singh@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR SUSAI BENJAMIN  
BSc DipSSA (MA Social Work), BLaws

PO Box 33, TOONGABBIE NSW 2146

M: 0427 677 001 
E:  susai.benjamin@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR LINDA SANTOS
PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M:  0428 982 167 
0402 027 013

E:  linda.santos@ 
blacktown.nsw.gov.au

CR BRAD BUNTING JP

PO Box 63, BLACKTOWN NSW 2148

M: 0429 858 532  
E:  brad.bunting@ 

blacktown.nsw.gov.au

Your Councillors  
2016–2020
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