
2020 Eco-Active Schools Program Guidelines 

Closing date: 5pm 10 February 2020 

General information 

The 2020 Eco-Active Schools program is an initiative of Council that can provide funding to 
successful local schools to assist in increasing the school’s sustainability profile. A total of $15,000 
is available to schools in the Blacktown LGA, and they can apply for a grant of up to $2,000 
(conditions apply). Grant applications exceeding this amount may be considered for exceptional 
proposals. 

What’s new in 2020? 
The 2020 Eco-Active Schools Program endeavours to provide funding for either of the following: 

1. reduce our waste – involve the whole school community in designing and implementing a 
project that aims to reduce the waste generated at your school  

2. protecting Cumberland Plain Woodland – students create Cumberland Plain Woodland 
ecological community habitat for local fauna. 

 
The program will fund projects that align with the following objectives: 

Objective 1 
Environmental outcomes 

Increase the schools’ capacity to take action to improve the quality 
of their school environment 

Objective 2 
Student learning outcomes 

Promote the development of knowledge, values and behaviour in 
students that support environmental sustainability 

Objective 3 
Teacher professional 
development outcomes 

Assist teachers to access targeted professional learning to assist 
them to integrate environmental sustainability into their curriculum 
delivery 

Outcome 4 
Project longevity outcomes 

Continue to use project space to deliver environmental 
sustainability outcomes to future students 

 

The 2020 Eco-Active Schools program endeavours to provide funding for either (or a combination, 
totalling no more than $2000) of the following: 

1) on ground works – design and implement a project focusing on either the theme  
‘reduce your waste’ or ‘protecting Cumberland Plain Woodland’ 

2) professional development and on ground works – teachers to undergo 
professional development related to either of the 2 themes and use the knowledge 
gained to design and implement related project at the school 

3) education – design and implement an education plan or campaign for the school 
and/or community, focusing on either of the 2 themes 

For further information, please contact Council’s Environmental Projects Officer on 9689 6083, or 
email amanda.or@blacktown.nsw.gov.au. 

 

Note: 

• preschools are not eligible to apply 

mailto:amanda.or@blacktown.nsw.gov.au


• funding is for the implementation of projects that will aid in increasing sustainability skills 
within the school relating to the theme 

• one application per school per funding round 
• successful schools will have to submit a secondary report one year after project has been 

completed, to ensure the project has been used to continue to deliver environmental 
education to future students 

Eligibility 

• principal’s approval is required for the funding application 
• all projects must be carried out in the Blacktown local government area 
• all government and non-government schools (primary, secondary, K-12) in the Blacktown 

local government area are eligible to apply 
• schools that are selected to receive funding agree to: 

o be added to the Blacktown Sustainable Schools Network, if not already joined 
o issue Council with an invoice to receive the funding 
o submit a final report and financial reconciliation 
o keep a journal documenting key milestones 
o share any teaching and learning resources developed during the project with other 

schools 
 
Projects can commence as soon as successful schools have been officially notified by letter. All 
projects must be completed by 18 December 2020. 

Selection criteria 

Applications will be assessed against the following criteria: 

• level of curriculum integration across key learning areas 
• level of student involvement in project planning and design 
• potential to engage the whole school and community 
• key messages to be communicated through the project and transferability of these 

messages to school and home 
• clearly demonstrates how the project addresses a significant environmental issue at the 

school 
• potential for the project to be used for future students 

How to apply 
Complete the application form and submit it to Blacktown City Council. Additional copies of the 
application form are available by emailing the project officer at amanda.or@blacktown.nsw.gov.au 
or by phone on 9839 6083. 

All applications should be marked ‘2020 Eco-Active Schools program’ and can be either emailed to 
address above, posted or hand delivered as follows: 

By post: 
 
2020 Eco-Active Schools Program  
Environment Section 
Blacktown City Council 
PO Box 63 
Blacktown NSW 2148 

By hand: 
 
Attention: Environment Section 
Blacktown City Council 
62 Flushcombe Road 
Blacktown NSW 2148 
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All applicants will be advised in writing of the outcome of their application by early May. All 
successful applicants will be required to submit a tax invoice for the successful monetary value to 
Council no later than the date specified on notification letter. Failure to do so may result in the 
forfeit of the grant. 

GST information 
If your school is registered for GST, the costs of the goods and services listed in your submitted 
budget should exclude GST, which you can claim as input tax credits. If you are not registered for 
GST, the costs of goods and services listed in your submitted budget should include GST. 

If your school is successful and registered for GST, and for example $1000 is requested for your 
project, a further 10% GST will be provided, with the total funding awarded being $1100. 

Checklist before submitting your application 
Please ensure: 

• you read the eligibility, selection criteria and guidelines 
• you answer all the questions on the application form 
• your application has been signed by the Principal 
• your application is legible 
• you keep a copy of your application 
• the application is submitted to Council no later than 5pm 10 February 2020. Applications 

post marked on this day are still eligible 
 
Key dates: 
Date Milestone 
10 February 2020 Applications received 
2 April 2020 Successful schools notified 
1 May 2020 Schools submit tax invoice for grant amount 
30 June 2020 Funds received by schools 
18 December 2020 Final project report due (and project completed) 
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