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‘Slow down stormwater’ schools’ competition 

Closing date: 5pm 17 September 2021 

General information 

The ‘Slow down stormwater’ schools’ competition will provide funding to the winning schools to 
enable them to reduce stormwater pollution from their sites.  

To enter the competition, schools need to develop stormwater reduction plans for either their 
school or for Blacktown City. 2 grand prizes are on offer. 

The school with the best: 

• Blacktown City-wide stormwater reduction plan will win a $3,000 planter box raingarden 
installed at their school 

• school site stormwater reduction plan will win a $3,000 raingarden installed at their school 
or $3,000 towards implementing their winning plan. 

The 5 runner-up schools will have the option of receiving either a waterbug survey kit or a water 
quality monitoring kit valued at up to $650 each. 

Objectives 

The competition will fund plans that align with the following objectives: 

Objective 1 

Environmental outcomes 

Increase the schools’ capacity to take action to reduce 

stormwater pollution from their school site 

Objective 2 

Student learning outcomes 

Promote the development of student knowledge, values 

and behaviour that supports stormwater pollution reduction 

and waterway protection 

Objective 3 

Teacher professional 

development outcomes 

Assist teachers to access targeted professional learning to 

assist them to integrate stormwater education into their 

curriculum delivery 

Outcome 4 

Project longevity outcomes 

Continue to the project or use the kits to deliver stormwater 

education outcomes to future students 

Eligibility: 

• all government and non-government schools (primary, secondary, K-12) in the Blacktown 

local government area are eligible to apply 

• preschools are not eligible to apply 

• only 1 application per school is permitted 

• principal’s approval is required for the funding application 

• all projects must be carried out in the Blacktown local government area 

• grand prize and runner up prize winning schools agree to: 

o be added to the Blacktown Sustainable Schools Network, if not already members 
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o share any teaching and learning resources developed during the project with other 

schools. 

Please note 

Council will visit the winning school to monitor the progress of their idea or raingarden status at 

these intervals after implementation or installation: 

• 2 weeks 

• 6 months 

• 12 months. 

During these visits, Council will undertake a short on-the-spot survey with relevant teacher/s to 

determine if the project has increased student knowledge, influenced student behaviour regarding 

reducing stormwater and its pollution. 

Selection criteria 

Applications will be assessed against the following criteria: 

• level of curriculum integration across key learning areas 

• level of student involvement in project planning and design 

• potential to engage the wider school or general community 

• key messages to be communicated through the project and transferability of these 

messages to school and home 

• clearly demonstrates how the project addresses a significant environmental issue at the 

school 

• potential for the project to be used for future students 

• there will be some consideration given to whether school is located in a catchment area 

with poor waterway health (check the latest Waterway Health Report Card). 

Resources that will assist schools in their applications   

If your school applies and you have used either of the following resources, please specify this in 

your application: 

• Your primary school has completed the Stage 2 or Stage 3 virtual excursion by Brewongle 

Environmental Education Centre  

• high school has completed a unit of work using the stormwater teaching resource 

developed in partnership with Sustainable Schools NSW 

How to apply 

Complete the attached application form and email it to the stormwater education officer at 

amanda.or@blacktown.nsw.gov.au. 

All participants will be advised in writing of the outcome by 15 October 2021. 

To help you with your application, visit our website for more information on stormwater. 

https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Community/Our-environment/Waterways/Waterway-health-report-card
https://brewongle-e.schools.nsw.gov.au/student-learning/primary/stage-2/geography---the-earth-s-environment--blacktown-.html
https://brewongle-e.schools.nsw.gov.au/student-learning/primary/stage-3/geography---factors-that-shape-places--blacktown-.html
https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Community/Our-environment/Waterways/Education-and-Resources
mailto:amanda.or@blacktown.nsw.gov.au
https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Community/Our-environment/Waterways

