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STRATEGIC DIRECTION
A clean and sustainable environment.

STRATEGY STATEMENT
Provide local places and spaces 
that are clean and healthy and turn 
awareness and commitment into 
action to halt or reverse the effects, 
pressures and threats on the built and 
natural environment by working in 
collaboration with our community and 
other stakeholders.

FOCUS AREA 1:  
COUNCIL LEADS BY 
EXAMPLE THROUGH 
INTEGRATING 
SUSTAINABILITY 
INTO CORE BUSINESS 
AND REDUCING ITS 
ECOLOGICAL FOOTPRINT 
IN ITS DAY-TO-DAY 
OPERATIONS
Environmental awareness is 
incorporated into the staff induction 
program. It focuses on our 
sustainability policies and programs 
and the practical ways staff can 
implement them. All staff members 
are encouraged to take personal 
action to become more sustainable. 
Sustainable resource procurement and 
management of day-to-day operations 
are areas of particular interest.

We undertook a range of water-saving 
initiatives, which include:

• replacing the Civic Centre’s water 
cooling tower with an air-cooling 
tower to reduce electricity and 
water use

• completing water use audits of three 
of our top water consuming assets.

The Blacktown stormwater harvesting 
and reuse scheme will begin working 
in March 2016. This will harvest 
200 mega litres of water annually from 
Angus Creek and use a gross pollutant 
trap, ponds, wetlands and ultraviolet 
light to clean the water. It will then 
be used to irrigate the Blacktown 
International Sportspark Sydney, Anne 
Aquilina Reserve, Kareela Reserve and 
Charlie Bali Reserve, as well as being 
used to top up the ornamental ponds at 
Nurragingy Reserve. 

We undertook a range of energy saving 
initiatives, which include:

• commissioning an audit of Blacktown 
Leisure Centre in Stanhope to 
identify opportunities to reduce 
energy consumption.

OUR COMMUNITY GARDENS ENCOURAGE SUSTAINABLE LIVING
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FOCUS AREA 2:  
ENCOURAGE HEALTHY 
AND SUSTAINABLE LIVING 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 
THE COMMUNITY
We facilitate a range of programs 
that encourage our community to 
take positive steps towards becoming 
more sustainable.

SUSTAINABLE LIVING 
WORKSHOPS AND ACTIVITIES
We hosted 55 free sustainable living 
workshops and about 950 residents 
attended. The workshops gave 
participants practical information and 
hands-on experience on ways to reduce 
their impact on the environment. 
The feedback showed that 95% of 
participants were satisfied or very 
satisfied with the program. 

Popular topics included a presentation 
by sustainability expert Michael Mobbs, 
a native wildlife guided night walk, 
a World Water Day wetlands tour, 
pickling and preserving, and bread 
and pasta making.

COMMUNITY GARDENS
We support community gardens in the 
local government area (LGA). Gardens 
run by volunteers and managed by 
Council include:

• Blacktown Showground 
Community Garden

• Grantham Heritage Park 
Community Garden

• Bungarribee Community Garden

• Bush Tucker and Medicinal Garden 
at Grantham Heritage Park.

We jointly support other gardens 
with Community Greening, a branch 
of the Botanic Gardens Trust that 
works with gardens in Housing 
NSW areas, including:

• Bidwill Community Garden

• Oasis (Toongabbie) Community 
Garden 

• Lethbridge Park Community Garden.

We offer varying levels of support 
and encouragement to the following 
established gardens: 

• Lalor Park Community Garden

• Marist Youth Care 
Community Garden

• Riverstone Community Garden

• Quakers Hill Uniting Church 
Community Garden

• Willmot Public School.

TAFE OUTREACH PROGRAM
This program has been operating at 
Grantham Heritage Park since early 
2011. In 2013, it was extended from 
offering a Statement of Attainment 
in Sustainable Horticulture to 
offering trade-level qualifications – 
Certificates of Horticulture II, III and 
IV. This program is a partnership 
between Council and Nirimba and 
Blue Mountains TAFE colleges. 
About 100 students were enrolled 
in 2014 and about 350 students have 
graduated since the program began.

POP-UP GARDENS AND 
ACTIVITIES AT EMERTON YOUTH 
AND RECREATION CENTRE
The pop-up gardens at Emerton 
Youth and Recreation Centre were 
constructed during and after the 
April 2015 school holidays. Two 
wheelbarrows were painted with 
outdoor and nature-based themes 
and prepared and planted with herbs, 
vegetables and flowering plants. This 
was a popular program and the young 
participants are still caring for and 
harvesting the vegetables. 

ECO ACTIVE SCHOOLS 
PROGRAM
Our Eco Active Schools program is an 
environmental sustainability grants 
program tailored to schools in our LGA. 

The 2014–15 program focused on:

• creating habitat – supporting 
wildlife by establishing a natural 
environment for local fauna such as 
insects, birds, frogs and mammals

• educating students – experts in 
biodiversity produced displays, 
workshops and lessons on 
wildlife conservation and other 
environmental themes linked to 
the K–12 curriculum.

The following schools received 
$14,612 in funding.

SCHOOL PROJECT TITLE

Glenwood High School Bush regeneration and habitat creation

Lethbridge Park Public School Habitats and homes

Plumpton Public School Take 3

Shalvey Public School Stephanie Alexander kitchen garden

St Agnes Catholic High School St Agnes native garden

St Clare’s Catholic High School R-Eco @ Clare

William Rose School Sensory habitat and ongoing development

Willmot Public School Willmot is home (WisH) garden project
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YOUTH PROGRAMS
EnviroMentors, Knowaste and Radical 
Recyclers visited local preschools, 
primary and high schools. Over 68 days, 
4,831 students were taught about 
recycling, waste disposal, worm 
farming, composting and reusing 
old items.

Students from The Ponds High School 
toured community gardens to learn 
about growing food plants and starting 
a school kitchen garden.

Primary school children had a field day 
to learn about the differences between 
natural and artificial waterways.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

LOCAL GOVERNMENT WEEK 2014
Local Government Week is held each 
August. The Council gave away trees 
at the Village Green in Blacktown and 
at Dawson Mall in Mount Druitt and 
hosted stalls and displays to increase 
environmental awareness. 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM SUSTAINABLE SEPTEMBER 2014 

STATE OF THE 
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SUSTAINABLE SEPTEMBER 2014
Council showcased themed activities 
and events in Sustainable September. 
These included 5 sustainable living 
workshops; a screening of the 
documentary ‘Trashed’; environmental 
workshops for kids; travelling plant 
giveaways; the Blacktown Showground 
Spring Fair, a community garden open 
day and celebration; and A day at the 
Farm, an urban farm experience held 
at Grantham Heritage Park.

EARTH HOUR 2015
In March, Council worked with 
supporters of the Lalor Park 
Community Garden and local 
volunteers to create a twilight picnic 
at the park for Earth Hour. The theme 
was support for Australian food and 
farmers, which allowed us to promote 
the local food system and educate 
people about community gardens 

and food security. Earth Hour billed 
the event as the largest of its type in 
Sydney. It opened in mid-afternoon and 
ran until 9pm, attracting hundreds of 
people who browsed the stalls, watched 
the performers and entertainers and 
took part in environmentally themed 
craft activities and cooking workshops.

MEDIEVAL FAYRE 2015
In May 2015, we integrated an 
environmental message into the 
medieval theme instead of hosting 
a standalone Greener Living Expo. 
We built a ‘recycled castle’ from waste 
materials diverted from landfill, 
including timber pallets, bicycle 
tyres and tin cans. Within the castle 
walls, we built a medieval barnyard 
and community garden display, gave 
away plants, and hosted kids recycled 
craft activities and a Plastic Free 
July promotion.

POP-UP GARDEN AT THE 
BLACKTOWN ARTS CENTRE 
We built a pop-up garden in the 
Blacktown Arts Centre car park 
from materials used in the ‘recycled 
castle’ at Medieval Fayre. Volunteers 
formed a pop-up garden club that 
met weekly to maintain and water the 
garden. The pop-up garden has been 
the venue for several sustainable 
living workshops and school holiday 
activities. It remained at the Arts 
Centre until September 2015.

CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 2015
In 2015, 794 community volunteers 
collected 9 tonnes of waste from 
41 registered sites. From across the 
LGA, 9,586 students from 40 schools 
also participated.

THE RECYCLED CASTLE AT THE BLACKTOWN CITY MEDIEVAL FAYRE
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OUR CITY’S WASTE DIVERSION RATE

2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15

Percentage of waste diverted from landfill 58% 64% 61% 65% 64%

BETTER WASTE AND RECYCLING FUNDED PROJECTS AND ACTIONS 

NAME OF PROJECT OR ACTION BRIEF DESCRIPTION FUNDED 
IN 

2013–14

FUNDED 
IN 

2014–15

Bins in public places Install modern enclosed vandal-proof bins to minimise 
street litter

Yes Yes

Upgrade bins at 
Nurragingy Reserve

Replace all bins to ensure they are scavenger and vandal-proof 
for two years

Yes Yes

Illegal dumping clean-up program Replace current street clean-up crane with a skid-steer loader, 
trailer and tow bar attachment

Yes No

Illegal dumping infra-red cameras Purchase of night-time remote area surveillance cameras Yes No

Illegal dumping officer Temporary position that will target specific types of dumping Yes Yes

Clean cities project officer Temporary position aimed at implementing our Clean Cities 
Strategy and Action Plan

Yes Yes

Garden waste processing feasibility 
and environmental assessment

Prepare a business case to determine whether a dedicated depot 
will help address this waste

Yes No

Community recycling 
rewards program

Described as a ‘frequent flyer’ program for recycling and 
the environment, it will provide incentives to reward good 
recycling behaviour

Yes Yes

Keep our centre beautiful 
art project

Engage young people in positive litter behaviour through an art 
competition at Emerton Youth Recreation Centre

Yes No

Youth litter awareness project Blacktown City Libraries will work closely with young people to 
educate and raise community awareness about the importance of 
managing litter

Yes No

Photographic competition on 
finding solutions for waste

Competition for children and adults showcasing waste solutions Yes No

Illegal dumping deterrence Fencing, mounding (planted out), gates and surveillance 
(motion sensor) to reduce illegal dumping on our reserves

Not 
applicable

Yes

Adopt a Park This two-year pilot project will see interested groups commit to 
looking after a park or reserve by reducing litter and rubbish, 
planting and regenerating bush. We will give participants 
the materials and help they need to best look after their 
nominated area. 

Not 
applicable

Yes

Regional Illegal Dumping 
(RID) squad

This covers our annual membership to Western Sydney Regional 
Illegal Dumping squad. 

Not 
applicable

Yes

STATE OF THE 
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DIVERSION OF WASTE 
FROM LANDFILL
We are committed to the Western 
Sydney Regional Waste Avoidance and 
Resource Recovery Strategy, which 
seeks to divert waste from landfill 
across the region. The strategy sets the 
targets for 2021–22, which include:

• increasing recycling rates to 70% 
for municipal solid waste

• increasing waste diverted from 
landfill to 75%.

Our diversion and recycling rates are 
consistently under the regional strategy 
targets but are on track to meet the 
NSW target of 75% by 2021.

HOUSEHOLD CHEMICAL CLEANOUT
In 2014–15, 885 residents correctly 
disposed of 39.7 kilograms of unwanted 
household chemicals through the 
Environment Protection Authority’s 
Chemical CleanOut program.

MOUNT DRUITT RESTORIA
Our Mount Druitt Restoria project is a 
joint initiative with Whalan Community 
Action Group and Housing NSW in 
which unwanted furniture is diverted 
from landfill, restored and distributed 
to people in need.

In 2014–15, 4 volunteers restored 
89 pieces of furniture.

BICYCLE RECYCLE PROGRAM
Launched in 2009, unwanted bicycles 
are repaired and restored and 
donated back to the community at 
local community festivals and events 
through a lottery system.

More than 750 bikes have been given 
away since the program began. In 2015, 
volunteers attended weekly sessions to 
recondition bicycles to be given to local 
children and young people. 

BETTER WASTE AND 
RECYCLING FUND
We are eligible for financial support 
under the NSW Government’s Better 
Waste and Recycling fund for activities 
that will improve waste avoidance and 
resource recovery, and tackle litter and 
illegal dumping.

We applied for funding to maintain 
public bins, reduce litter and 
illegal dumping and strengthen our 
community engagement. 

FOCUS AREA 3:  
ENHANCE THE WELLBEING 
AND AMENITY OF THE 
COMMUNITY AND 
PROMOTE A CLEAN AND 
ATTRACTIVE CITY
We monitor businesses and properties 
within our LGA to ensure their premises 
are clean, safe and not polluting the 
environment. The following tables 
summarise the number and type of 
inspections we do.

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH INVESTIGATIONS

TYPE OF INVESTIGATION 2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15

Food – hygiene and handling 43 56 53 69 49

Food – foreign matter 18 19 26 26 14

Food – food quality 32 27 28 49 43

Food – food poisoning 17 17 34 47 26

Food – food labelling 
and advertising

5 3 6 6 5

Food – other 14 12 16 17 13

Food – itinerant vendors 6 10 9 4 0

Total inspections 135 144 172 218 150

SURVEILLANCE OF ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH ISSUES

ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SURVEILLANCE 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15

Onsite sewerage management systems – 
routine inspections

541 402 238

Routine skin penetration premises inspections 246 250 287

Routine cooling tower inspections 75 78 159

Routine food premises inspections 990 1,157 1,330

Total 1,852 1,887 2,014
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POLLUTION INVESTIGATIONS

TYPE OF INVESTIGATION 2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15

Water pollution – domestic 79 95 106 104 132

Water pollution – commercial/industrial 35 49 92 65 99

Water pollution – spills 16 12 3 23 33

Water pollution – sewage complaint 81 90 87 101 86

Total water pollution 211 246 288 293 350

Air pollution – commercial/industrial 62 30 40 58 45

Air pollution – backyard burning 69 64 10 79 122

Air pollution – wood heaters 33 19 30 29 28

Air pollution – odour 111 92 173 125 89

Total air pollution 275 205 253 291 284

Noise pollution – barking dogs 735 797 810 837 727

Noise pollution – commercial/industrial 94 85 92 88 109

Noise pollution – air conditioners 25 20 29 34 33

Noise pollution – alarms 29 19 31 54 40

Noise pollution – music 232 220 215 244 293

Noise pollution – pool filters 11 7 13 9 14

Total noise pollution 1,126 1,148 1,190 1,266 1,216

Land pollution – unauthorised fill 9 18 23 15 32

Land pollution – illegal dumping 121 144 206 166 151

Land pollution – overgrown premises 815 1,076 789 719 865

Total land pollution 945 1,238 1,018 900 1,048

STATE OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT REPORT
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NOTICES AND FINES ISSUED

NOTICE OR FINE TYPE 2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15

Noise pollution notices 15 19 8 21 20

Noise pollution fines * * 3 5 4

Water pollution notices 89 71 55 62 171

Water pollution fines * * 0 14 51

Land pollution 194 46 30 17 2

Land pollution fines * * 0 0 5

Air pollution notices 25 13 19 53 71

Air pollution fines * * 0 10 6

Environmental health notices 181 79 100 104 63

Environmental health fines 92 53 88 121 71

Total notices/fines 596 281 303 407 464

* Data breakdown not available

FOCUS AREA 4:  
PURSUE BEST PRACTICE 
SUSTAINABLE WATER 
MANAGEMENT TO 
PROTECT AND IMPROVE 
THE WATER QUALITY OF 
THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT
We facilitate a range of programs 
that work towards protecting and 
improving the water quality in our local 
waterways.

WATERWAYS HEALTH 
MONITORING PROGRAM
We regularly monitor the health of 
our waterways through 16 monitoring 
sites on 14 creeks in the city. The data 
is analysed and a waterway health 
grade is issued for each creek. We 
use the information to prioritise 
creek remediation works, monitor the 
impacts of increased urbanisation and 
the effectiveness of our water quality 
planning controls.

The ecological condition of our creeks 
varies but is fair overall.

We continue to use the ‘reference 
creek’ – a minimally disturbed creek, 
representative of what would have 
existed prior to European settlement 
to set local water quality objectives. 
The creek is a tributary of Little 
Creek at the Shanes Park Airservices 
Australia site. 

WATER SENSITIVE 
URBAN DESIGN CAPACITY 
BUILDING PROGRAM
This was developed to help us adopt 
the principles of sustainable water 
management in our operations and 
projects. During 2014–15, this program 
continued to help our water working 
group, developed resources and guides 
on best practice water management, 
and provided training sessions for 
our staff.

WATER SENSITIVE URBAN 
DESIGN AUDITING PROGRAM
This program proactively inspects 
developments, including privately 
owned water quality treatment 
systems, to ensure the devices are 
being maintained.

The Water Sensitive Urban Design 
Compliance Officer has been focusing 
on developer maintained assets that 
will eventually be council owned. 
This has included resolving issues 
from construction of the assets and 
also ensuring maintenance during 
the agreed maintenance period is 
performed. Currently this is focusing 
on water quality assets in The Ponds 
and Bunya developments. There have 
been some major construction issues 
to resolve and maintenance is being 
poorly performed. Council is however, 
working with the private contractors 
to resolve these issues and build the 
contractor’s capacity to construct and 
maintain this new type of asset.
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WATER MANAGEMENT 
COLLABORATIONS
We participate in the Parramatta 
River Catchment Group, which 
consists of NSW State Government, 
local government and community 
representatives. The group is 
collaborating to improve the health of 
the Parramatta River.

We are also a member of the Sydney 
Metropolitan Consortium for the 
Cooperative Research Centre for 
Water Sensitive Cities. This is a 
collaborative program with more 
than 70 partners working together for 
urban water reform.

CATCHMENT PLANNING
We have begun catchment planning and 
have almost finished a series of creek 
audits. Two contractors have traversed 
80% of the creeks within the Blacktown 
LGA. By using strategic monitoring 
points at every 600 metres, Council 
has been gathering vital data about 
their condition and future management 
options. 

STORMWATER EDUCATION
Stormwater education helps our 
community to understand the 
functioning of the catchments and 
stormwater system and how they can 
influence the quality of the water in 
our waterways. Our activities focus on 
encouraging the community to keep 
local areas clean and healthy. 

During 2014–15, more than 
1,600 residents participated in 
stormwater education activities, 
including waterways bus tours, 
native animal spotlight walks, 
community festivals, and school 
activities, including catchment field 
days and demonstrations of our 
catchment model.

We launched a targeted place-based 
community project at The Ponds to 
raise awareness and improve its water 
quality and habitat.

We also co-hosted the Blacktown 
Beach Party with the Parramatta 
River Catchment Group as part of 
the ‘Our Living River Campaign’. 
More than 500 residents took part 
in water-related activities and 
events designed to raise awareness 
about the impact we all have on our 
local waterways.

FOCUS AREA 5: 
CONSERVE, RESTORE 
AND ENHANCE THE CITY’S 
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 
AND ECOSYSTEM 
HEALTH, PARTICULARLY 
THREATENED SPECIES, 
POPULATIONS AND 
COMMUNITIES
Biodiversity refers to all life forms: 
plants, animals and micro-organisms, 
their genes and the ecosystems of 
which they are a part. Protecting 
biodiversity and land resources 
is important because of its role in 
sustaining natural processes, such 
as nutrient cycling, soil formation and 
pollination, which ensure the survival 
of healthy ecosystems. We implement 
a range of programs aimed at 
conserving our biodiversity.

VOLUNTEER BUSHCARE PROGRAM
Bushcare groups are made of 
residents who volunteer to participate 
in practical activities to improve 
the health and aesthetics of local 
bushland reserves. The groups 
extend our capacity to undertake 

THERE ARE OVER 140 BUSHCARE VOLUNTEERS REGISTERED IN BLACKTOWN CITY

STATE OF THE 
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revegetation and regeneration works, 
as well as increasing understanding of 
biodiversity issues.

Bushcare groups carried out weeding, 
revegetation and regeneration 
activities at:

• Banks Reserve, Kings Langley

• Bill Colbourne Reserve, Doonside

• Duncan Park, Seven Hills

• Faulkland Crescent Reserve, 
Kings Park

• Reserve 813, Kellyville Ridge

• Knudsen Reserve, Riverstone

• Morgan Power Reserve, 
Kings Langley

• Pied Piper Playground, Seven Hills

• RAAF Memorial Park, Mount Druitt

• Snowy Reserve, Seven Hills

• Timbertop Reserve, Prospect

• Tregear Reserve, Tregear

• Tuscan Waters, Glenwood

• Whitehaven Reserve, Quakers Hill.

NATIONAL TREE DAY
We proudly support National Tree 
Day, which is facilitated nationally by 
Planet Ark. This event is well received 
locally, however the number of plants 
and the participation rate varies each 
year due to media coverage, volunteer 
group involvement, the number 
of planting sites and the weather. 
Our activities included:

• holding National Tree Day on 27 July 
2014, when 2,008 natives were 
planted at five sites across the City

• giving 500 plants to 25 schools and 
community groups for planting as 
part of Schools National Tree Day.

BIODIVERSITY STRATEGY 
2011–20
Our Biodiversity Strategy is a 
centralised, comprehensive record 
of information about biodiversity. 
It prescribes actions to protect 
biodiversity values across the LGA. 
We developed our strategy to ensure 
the effective long-term management 
and viability of remnant vegetation 
and ecosystems. 

In 2014–15, we:

• completed 87 high priority actions 

• began or continued 9 high 
priority actions

• completed 12 medium 
priority actions 

• began or continued 23 medium 
priority actions 

• began 6 medium priority actions 

• completed 1 low priority action.

BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION

COMMONWEALTH LEGISLATION
The Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 provides a national scheme 
for environmental protection and 
biodiversity conservation.

In 2014–15, 30 species, populations 
and communities in the Blacktown 
LGA were listed as vulnerable, 19 
were endangered, 11 were critically 
endangered and one was extinct under 
this Act.

NSW LEGISLATION
The Threatened Species Conservation 
Act 1995 (NSW) provides for 
the conservation of threatened 
species, populations and ecological 
communities of animals and plants.

The following table represents the 
number of vulnerable, endangered 
and critically endangered species, 
populations and communities in the 
Blacktown LGA, listed under this Act.

OUR VOLUNTEER BUSHCARE GROUPS

2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15

Number of Bushcare groups 14 16 13 14 14

Number of registered 
Bushcare volunteers

142 150 202 161 148

Number of natives planted 
by volunteers

940 3,326 2,933 5,809 4,653

Number of hectares under 
restoration by volunteers

53.68 29.75 30.75 39.96 30.30

National Tree Day volunteers 309 246 300 211 136

STATUS OF SPECIES, POPULATIONS AND COMMUNITIES KNOWN 
TO EXIST IN THE BLACKTOWN LGA LISTED IN THE THREATENED 
SPECIES CONSERVATION ACT 1995 (NSW)

STATUS 2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15

Vulnerable 19 61 75 72 133

Endangered 15 16  64 66 51

Critically endangered 2 4 4 5 9

Source: NSW Office of Environment and Heritage 2015 – Bionet
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BUSH REGENERATION AND 
REVEGETATION PROJECTS
On-ground restoration projects 
undertaken in 2014–15 include:

• Nurragingy Reserve, Lorikeet 
Marsh, Doonside

• Lalor Creek, Kings Langley

• Metella Reserve, Toongabbie

• Eskdale Street Wetland Reserve, 
Minchinbury

• Mitchell Reserve Wetland, Blacktown

• International Peace Park 
(Blacktown Creek), Blacktown

• Pied Piper Playground, Seven Hills

• Plumpton Park, Plumpton

• Sherwood Park, Quakers Hill

• Timbertop Reserve, Prospect

• Knudsen Reserve, Riverstone

•  Orana Park, Blacktown 

• Doctor Charles McKay Reserve, 
Mount Druitt

• Doonside Crescent Reserve, 
Woodcroft

• Refalo Reserve, Glenwood

• Faulkland Crescent Reserve, 
Kings Park

• Douglas Siding Reserve, Quakers Hill

• Duncan Park, Seven Hills

• Melrose Park, Quakers Hill

• Yarramundi Reserve, Dean Park

• Upperby Reserve, Dean Park

COMMUNITY PLANT GIVEAWAYS
We promote the greening of our City 
to nurture our native flora and fauna 
and improve the natural environment 
for local people. We propagate a wide 
range of native and non-native plants 
at our nursery in Blacktown.

In 2014–15, we gave 38,416 free 
plants to our community to plant in 
their gardens.

PLANT GIVEAWAYS

TYPE 2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15

Travelling 11,121 11,344 9,129 10,105 11,389

Local Government Week 4,944 4,908 4,179 4,018 5,000

General 17,080 10,860 13,116 14,820 11,401

School and community 20,817 26,562 8,889 8,800 10,626

TOTAL 53,962 53,674 35,313 37,743 38,416

STORMWATER EDUCATION PARTICIPANTS AT NURRAGINGY RESERVE, DOONSIDE

STATE OF THE 
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FOCUS AREA 6:  
MITIGATE AND ADAPT 
TO THE IMPACTS OF 
CLIMATE CHANGE FOR THE 
BENEFIT OF CURRENT AND 
FUTURE GENERATIONS
Council continues to address the issue 
of climate change and we work for 
maximum efficiency and best practice. 
We undertook several initiatives to 
reduce atmospheric pollutants and 
improve air quality in the western 
Sydney basin.

BLACKTOWN CLIMATE CHANGE 
ACTION AND ADAPTATION PLAN
We are continuously reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions through 
targeted energy savings, including:

• upgrading of our existing assets, 
which has saved 1,460 tonnes of CO2 
per year, including 4,574 gigajoules 
of energy

• reducing our energy use (excluding 
streetlights) by 332 gigajoules 
in 2014–15 through energy 
efficient projects.

Our greenhouse gas emissions are 
represented in the following table.

COMMUNITY EDUCATION
We facilitated four energy smart 
workshops, which provided advice and 
tips on energy conservation at home.

COOL STREETS PROGRAM
The Cool Streets program aims to 
reduce the ‘urban heat island effect’ 
caused by a lack of vegetation and an 
excess of heat-trapping surfaces such 
as concrete and brick. We engaged 
a consultant to examine urban land 
design in the City and produce designs 
with strategic plantings of suitable 
plant species. These designs will 
be used on 2 streets in Woodcroft 
and Glenwood.

SUSTAINABLE FLEET
We continue to lead by example with 
our Sustainable Fleet policy, which 
encourages the use of smaller engine, 
liquid petroleum gas and hybrid 
vehicles for staff. We are also replacing 
works vehicles with more fuel efficient 
and lower emission equivalents.

As a trial of low-emission vehicles, 
we have leased 6 hybrid electric cars 
for staff use. The cars can travel 
40 kilometres on a full charge with 
almost no emissions, as we offset with 
solar energy.

Fuel consumption continues to fall 
from 2005–06 levels, providing an 
estimated 5% annual saving over the 
last nine years.

During 2014–15, our total diesel 
consumption (13,516 litres) and 75% of 
our petrol consumption (69,917 litres) 
used biofuels. This is in line with a State 
Government mandate encouraging the 
use of biofuels wherever possible for 
Council vehicles.

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

2010–11 2011–12 2012–13 2013–14 2014–15

Quantity of greenhouse gas 
emissions in tonnes CO2-e

37,169 36,824 38,133 38,720 36,077

RESIDENTS ATTENDING EARTH HOUR PICNIC IN THE PARK 2015




