


This report provides an overview of proposed environmental sustainability initiatives to be  

undertaken by Blacktown City Council in 2017. These initiatives are aligned with the Community 

Strategic Plan — Blacktown City 2030.  

 

Located in the heart of western Sydney, Blacktown City is one of the fastest growing areas in 

the country. Our population is increasing by over 10,000 residents every year, with our city  

expected to be home to over half a million residents by 2030. To ensure our City remains a 

great place to live, and to continues to thrive into the future, we need to ensure that a growing 

population does not have adverse impacts on the local environment, and natural resources.  

 

We are actively working with the community to address some of the key environmental  

challenges we face today including climate change, waste reduction, protecting our natural 

bushland areas, local biodiversity, and the health of our waterways.  

 

With a big focus on community engagement and education we are taking steps together to learn 

how we can create a more liveable, resilient and sustainable city. One that values our beautiful 

natural areas, where residents are empowered to reduce their impact on the environment and 

contribute to making Blacktown City a better place to live into the future. 
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One of the key strategic directions outlined in the Blacktown City 2030 is for a clean  

sustainable environment. To achieve this we have defined several focus areas as outlined  

below. These form the basis for the initiatives outlined in this document.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Council leads by example through integrating sustainability into 

core business and reducing its ecological footprint in its day-to-

day operations. 

 

2. Encourage healthy and sustainable living opportunities for the 

community. 

 

3. Enhance the wellbeing and amenity of the community and 

promote a clean and attractive City. 

 

4. Pursue best practice sustainable water management to protect 

and improve the water quality of the local environment. 

 

Conserve, restore and enhance the City’s biological diversity 

and ecosystem health, particularly threatened species, 

populations and communities.

6. Mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change for the 

benefit of current and future generations. 
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Sustainability Hub: educating our community to live sustainably 

The Sustainability Hub vision is to create a showcase environmental education centre that     

inspires residents and visitors to become more ecologically aware, and to live more sustainably. 

This is critically important as we grow to a projected population of half a million residents.  

Located within Grantham Heritage Parklands in Seven Hills, the Sustainability Hub will continue 

to evolve in 2017 with the construction of new demonstration gardens, workshop spaces, and 

educational signage. An expanded program of workshops, community events, and volunteer 

opportunities will extend the reach of our environmental education and engagement programs. 



 

 

 

Award winning environmental sustainability programs 

In 2016 our environmental programs received recognition as follows: 

 Stormwater Australia National Award for Excellence in Strategic Master Planning 

 Stormwater Australia NSW Award Excellence in Strategic Master Planning 

 RH Dougherty Award for Innovation in Special Events– Sustainable September  

Eco Festival 

 Local Government NSW Excellence in the Environment Awards we were joint division C 

winners and joint overall category winners of the Climate Change Action Award for the 

Cool Streets project 

 Keep NSW Beautiful Blue Star Waste Less and Recycle More Award (Highly              

Commended) – Green Money Project 

 Keep NSW Beautiful Blue Star Overall Metropolitan Sustainability Award (Highly        

Commended) –  Sustainability Program. 
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Cool Streets: increasing our tree canopy to reduce urban heat 

Cool Streets is a community engagement program aimed at raising awareness of climate change 

and reducing the impact of extreme heat days in summer by increasing the urban tree canopy. In 

2016 the program involved tree planting in Glenwood, to the agreed design developed through a             

partnership with local residents.  

In 2017 the program will focus on a future residential subdivision. If implemented on a large scale 

the Cool Streets project could protect our newest residents from increasing urban heat. 
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Understanding community attitudes towards the environment 

In 2016 we carried out social research to help us better understand  the current  perceptions, 

attitudes and priorities of our residents to the environment. The research was based on the 

NSW Office of Environment and Heritage ‘Who Cares about the Environment Survey’. The    

results will provide a benchmark from which we can measure the impact of our environmental 

education and engagement programs in the future.  

In 2017 we will be using this data to help review our environmental engagement initiatives, and 

develop a  sustainability engagement strategy which will refocus our programs to create positive 

behaviour change. 
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Household chemical cleanout day 

held in September 2016 
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Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead 

directorate 

Focus area 

Adopt a park 

program 
Adopt a park is a two year pilot program where residents are 

encouraged to pledge their support for a local park. Participants 

undertake scheduled activities such as litter collection, graffiti removal, 

gardening and mini social events or educational displays at their 

adopted park. So far 8 sites have been adopted. 

City Assets 

Focus area 2 

All eyes on 

Blacktown 

 

 

We received a $125,000 Litter Prevention Grant from the NSW 

Environment Protection Authority to fund our ‘All eyes on Blacktown’ 

project. This project aims to reduce littering along 13 major roads by 

40%. The project includes bin upgrades, community education, 

advertising, partnerships, increased enforcement and a community 

event.  

City Living 

Focus area 3 

Angus Creek 

stormwater  

harvesting  

project 

  

In 2017 the Angus Creek stormwater harvesting project will be fully 

operational. This project has the capacity to harvest 200 million litres of 

stormwater per year, which equates to 80 olympic sized swimming 

pools.  

The harvested water will be used to irrigate sporting fields at Blacktown 

International Sportspark and surrounding reserves. The project will also 

improve the condition of Angus Creek by removing and minimising the 

peak flows during rain events, and reduce the erosive impacts 

stormwater has on the creek bed and banks. This will provide improved 

habitat for local wildlife and fish such as Australian bass. 

City Assets 

Focus area 4 

Bicycle  

Recycle 

  

Running for several years, the Bicycle Recycle program aims to reduce 

landfill by repairing old bicycles donated by local residents and 

community organisations. The reconditioned bikes are then donated 

back to the community, mainly to families who may not otherwise be 

able to afford bicycles. Over 805 functioning bikes have been given 

away since the program commenced.  

In 2017, the program will be reviewed to ensure its ongoing success 

and viability is maintained. 

City Living  

Focus areas 

2 and 6 
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Our thriving community gardens provide opportunities for  

residents to access fresh local food, and to learn about  

environmental sustainability issues. 



Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead          

directorate 

Focus area 

Blacktown 

City Art Prize  

children and 

young artists 

award 

The Blacktown City Art Prize includes an annual environmental 

sustainability themed children and young artists award. The aim of this 

category is to attract a younger audience to the Blacktown Arts Centre, 

and simultaneously promote awareness of environmental issues.  

City Living  

Focus areas 

2 and 4 

Bushcare 

volunteer 

program 

  

Our 12 volunteer bushcare groups undertake valuable work protecting 

and restoring local bushland reserves. Groups meet either monthly or 

bimonthly.  A bushcare volunteer recognition event will be held in 

August 2017 to thank all active bushcare volunteers for their work and 

commitment to protecting and restoring Blacktown City’s natural 

environment.  

City Assets 

Focus area  

5 

Business 

Pride 

  

During 2015 and 2016 the Business Pride program worked in the 

Marayong shopping area. Adding another precinct to the list which now 

includes Lalor Park, Old Mount Druitt Village, Riverstone, Doonside and 

Seven Hills. 

 

The program allows us to build partnerships with local businesses to 

improve the amenity of local shopping precincts and reduce antisocial 

behaviour. 

The program will focus on Artillery Crescent, Seven Hills in 2017 and 

other shopping precincts as they are identified.    

City Living  

Focus area 3 

Catchment  

action  

grants 

  

In 2017 we are trialling a small grants program to empower local 

communities and schools to protect our waterways. The results will be 

reported to Council for endorsement. 

City Living 

Focus areas 

2 and 3 

Community  

gardens 
Our community garden program is a way to engage with residents on           

sustainability issues such as food security, climate change, and  

self-sufficiency.  

In 2017 the program will be reviewed to align it more closely with the 

strategic objectives outlined in our Access to Fresh Food Policy. 

Opportunities to enhance the reach of the program will also be 

investigated, along with positive steps to guide Council-run gardens 

towards greater self management. 

City Living  

Focus area 2 
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Free composting workshops educate our residents  

on how to reduce waste going to landfill.  
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Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead          

directorate 

Focus area 

Community 

plant  

giveaways 

  

Our Nursery grows a wide range of locally endemic, native and exotic 

plants, and residents can collect their allocation of two free plants at the 

Nursery during normal operating hours. To assist residents who cannot 

make it to the Nursery during business hours, the nursery will hold 4 

open days in 2017 on Saturdays in March, June, August and November. 

Residents have other opportunities to collect free plants during the year       

including the annual Travelling Plant and Local Government Week 

giveaways.  

City Assets  

Focus area 5 

Community  

recycling  

incentive  

program 

(GreenMoney) 

GreenMoney, is a web-based community recycling incentive program 

launched in June 2015. Residents are rewarded for recycling, with green 

points which are redeemable through vouchers for services or products 

from 52 different businesses. Over 12,100 residents have registered and 

7,600 people have participated in challenges. A challenge requires an 

action such as volunteering for bushcare or to read and learn about an 

environmental issue in return for green points. 

In 2017 we will continue to promote participation in the program and will 

aim to increase the number of local businesses offering products and 

services. 

City Living  

Focus areas 

2 and 3 

Cool Streets 

  
The Cool Streets project which began in November 2014 investigates 

how changes to the design of streetscapes can reduce the severity of 

urban heat and improve the energy efficiency of buildings. The pilot 

program focused on the size, position and species of street trees in 

residential areas. In 2015 streetscape concept designs were developed 

for existing streets in established suburbs. In 2016 the project was 

completed in Boonderoo Avenue, Glenwood where trees were planted 

that will increase shading and reduce the effects of urban heat.  

In 2017 street tree concept designs will be produced to improve the              

performance of streets in new developments.  

City Living  

Focus areas 

3 and 6 

Digital  

engagement 

 

2017 will see continued use of digital communication channels to 

engage with our residents on environmental issues. The monthly 

Sustainable Living Blacktown email newsletter will be used to promote 

our programs and workshops to residents.  

We will continue to leverage the Blacktown City Council Facebook page 

to promote environmental events and key messages. 

A Blacktown Waterways website will be launched in 2017. 

City Living  

Focus area 2 
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Our stormwater education programs aim to raise community   

awareness around improving the health of local waterways,  

and reduce stormwater pollution. 



Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead          

directorate 

 
Focus area 

Environmental 

inspection  

program 

(industrial) 

To date 5000+ industrial premises across the local government area 

have been risk rated low, medium or high based on the potential to 

pollute waters. 

In 2017 we will continue to audit and monitor those premises that have 

been rated at a medium to high risk of polluting local waters. 

City Living  

Focus area 4 

Eco-Active 

schools  

program 

  

The Eco-Active Schools program will continue in 2017. Schools will be 

invited to apply for grants to undertake stormwater education projects.  

A limited number of grants up to $2,000 per successful school will be 

available. Entries will be assessed for eligibility against set criteria. As in 

previous years the results will be reported to Council for endorsement. 

City Living  

 Focus area 

2 

Environmental 

sustainability 

for schools 

Due to its ongoing popularity, in 2017 we will continue to offer our 

primary schools the opportunity to participate in the Keep New South 

Wales Beautiful EnviroMentors waste education program. High schools 

will be offered the opportunity to participate in the kNOwaste program 

run by Cleanaway on our behalf. 

The sustainable schools network will also continue. This is listed as a 

separate initiative.  

City Living 

Focus area 2 

Food safety 

  
In 2017 we will continue to participate in the NSW Food Authority’s 

Scores on Doors trial program which allows participating businesses to 

display a certificate showing a star rating ranging from 3 stars, indicating 

a ‘good’ level of food safety compliance, to 5 stars, indicating an 

'excellent' level of food safety compliance. The rating is assigned after 

an unannounced routine inspection by Council officers.  

City Living  

Focus area 3 

Food  

sustainability 

  

2017 will see the continued promotion of local food systems in the 

sustainable living program of events, activities and workshops, as well 

as promotion and support of activities and events offered by other 

organisations in the community who are supporting local food options.  

City Living  

Focus area 2 

Grey Box lace 

lerp removal 

and  

replacement 

The outbreak of lace lerp in recent years has seen Grey Box tree 

coverage  suffer in many local reserves. The dead tree removal and 

replacement tree planting program will continue in 2017.  

City Assets  

Focus area 5 

Home  

organics  

recycling  

program 

During 2016, 228 residents participated in composting and worm 

farming workshops, and 42 rebates ($25) were provided to residents 

who purchased a compost bin or worm farm. The program will continue 

in 2017 with funding allocated from the domestic waste management 

budget.  

City Living  

Focus area 2 
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Sustainable House Day in September 2016 offered 

residents a chance to see smart and practical ways to 

live more sustainably in the suburbs. 



Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead          

directorate 

 
Focus area 

Household 

asbestos  

awareness 

  

In 2017 we will continue to promote asbestos awareness through our 

digital channels to educate households on the hidden danger of 

asbestos in older homes, and what people can do to protect their health. 

In 2017 we will participate in the Western Sydney Regional Organisation 

of Councils facilitated Regional Asbestos Collection Program. 

Professional asbestos removalists will assist a limited number of eligible 

residents with the removal of small amounts of asbestos waste.  

City Living 

Focus area 3 

Library  

environmental 

activities 

  

In 2017 our libraries will deliver the Stomp Out Waste education 

program, which is funded by a grant from the NSW Environment 

Protection Authority. 

The aim of the project will be to educate and raise awareness  of the            

impact littering has on our community. A series of educational art 

workshops will be held throughout January, where young people will 

develop educational and creative skills with a professional artist to 

design and develop a series of illustrations/artwork and messages 

around the reasons not to litter. The artworks will then be transformed 

onto retractable banners that can be displayed across various 

Blacktown libraries and be used at Blacktown City Council events. 

City Living  

Focus areas 

2 and 3 

Multi unit  

dwelling  

program 

This program aims to minimise the environmental impacts of waste and 

improve recovery and diversion rates in multi unit dwellings by providing 

targeted educational programs to those residents.  

In 2017 we will: 

• facilitate a real estate agent and strata managers forum 

• design and distribute a comprehensive waste services brochure 

• develop a waste management video for new tenants.  

City Living  

Focus areas 

2 and 3 

NSW  

Government’s 

Container  

Deposit 

Scheme  

 

The NSW Government is proposing to introduce a container deposit 

scheme on 1 July 2017.  We will support the implementation of the 

scheme and promote the scheme to our community.  

This will include: 

 promoting collection sites in our area 

 holding information sessions for sporting and community 

organisations to explain how they could be involved and benefit. 

City Living 

Focus area 3 
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 Plant giveaways provide two free plants each year to residents.  



Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead           
directorate 

 
Focus area 

Nursery  

volunteer  

program 

  

Our nursery volunteers propagate plants from seeds or cuttings to be 

used in local revegetation projects, assisting with the potting up of 

plants, and general plant care activities. This program is valued by the 

staff and volunteers and will continue in 2017 with over 15 volunteers 

participating each week.  

City Assets  

Focus areas 

2 and 5 

Our  

community 

and clean   

water          

educational 

events and  

activities 

We had great success with guided walks and talks, events and 

volunteering programs including the Nurragingy Fishing Bat project in 

2016 with about 4,000 residents engaged in our activities. 

We will continue this success in 2017 and will investigate options to 

expand e-audiences through interactive online education linked to the 

Waterways Health Report Card.  

City Living  

Focus area 2 

picitup 
The picitup program encourages residents to carry a free 

environmentally friendly bag and pick up any rubbish they spot while 

on their walk.  

In 2016, 46 new participants made a commitment to the program 

bringing the total to 790. The program will be reviewed in 2017, 

which will include a participant survey. 

City Living  

Focus area 2 

Pool to pond 
In 2017 we will promote how to convert a backyard swimming pool into a 

healthy pond for local wildlife. A good pool to pond conversion can be 

an attractive alternative to filling in or removing a pool no longer used, 

and it can be reversible should the family circumstances change. 

City Living 

Focus area 5 

Regional   

Illegal  

Dumping 

Squad 

 

  

In 2016 Council partnered with the Regional Illegal Dumping Squad 

(RID Squad). The RID Squad provided a strategic coordinated approach 

to dumping incidents, and have investigated incidents with good results. 

The RID Squad completed 286 investigations resulting in 35 

infringements   being issued totalling $35,500. The RID Squad will 

continue to target illegal dumping in Blacktown City during 2017.  

City Living  

Focus area 3 

Sustainable 

Schools  

Network 

  

In  2017  we  will  continue  to  lead  our  Sustainable  Schools Network. 

The network is connecting local schools and teachers to encourage the 

sharing  of  ideas  and  experiences  in  sustainability  education.  Since 

the first meeting in September 2015, 46 schools have joined the 

network.  

City Living  

Focus area 2 
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 Sustainable September Eco Festival creates opportunities to  

engage with a diverse cross-section of our community. 



Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead          
directorate 

 
Focus area 

Sustainable  

living  

workshop  

program 

  

The sustainable living workshop series underwent a review in late 2015 

where we surveyed the community on their areas of interest and format 

of workshops. 

In 2017 we will continue roll out new workshop formats, and topics to 

attract different audiences, and develop a deeper level of knowledge 

and engagement.  

City Living  

Focus area 2 

Sustainability 

staff 

induction 

  

Each quarter new starters are briefed on our commitment to climate 

change, recent sustainability actions and how staff can get involved to 

help reduce their own and Council’s environmental footprint.  

City Living  

Focus area 1 

Sustainability 

Hub at  

Grantham  

Heritage Park 

Building on the success of the outdoor classroom we continue to 

develop the Sustainability Hub concept for the whole site. Workshops 

and public events will be part of the continued program during 2017 

following development of the management  structure for the site.  

City Living  

Focus area 2 

TAFE 

outreach 

program 

  

The sustainability outreach course facilitated by Nirimba TAFE provides        

participants with educational pathways.  Blue Mountains TAFE offer skill 

sets and Certificates II, III and IV in Horticulture to continue developing 

students skills. Both courses are offered at Grantham Heritage Park in 

Seven Hills, utilising the downstairs lab and the outdoor classroom as 

well as the outdoor gardens. 

In 2017 the courses will again be offered, providing entry-level 

opportunities for local residents to gain valuable skills and future 

employment prospects. Opportunities for short skills based courses are 

also planned for 2017.  

City Living  

Focus area 2 

Waste app 

 
In 2017 we will be launching a waste app that will provide quick, easy to 

get information on our waste and recycling services to our residents.   

 

 

City Assets 

Focus area 3 

Water  

sensitive  

urban design 

  

Training as part of our water sensitive urban design capacity building 

program develops skills and knowledge across Council, and those 

stakeholders involved with the implementation of water sensitive urban 

design. 

In 2017 our water sensitive urban design compliance program will 

continue to undertake compliance inspections, and further develop its 

tools and resources to assist private development with effective water 

sensitive urban design implementation and  

management.  

City Assets  

Focus area 4 
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We deliver regular workshops where residents can learn  

how to become more sustainable at home. 



Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead          
directorate 

 
Focus area 

Waterway 

health  

monitoring 

Water quality data is collected from across 250 kilometres of waterways 

(rivers and creeks). The data collected provides information regarding 

the condition of our local waterways.  

The Waterway Report Card 2015/16 is available on Council’s website, 

and the 2016/17 report card will be available in October 2017. 

We have recently completed riparian health creek assessments that will 

provide Council with information on the vegetation types along waterway 

corridors. This information will assist us with effective catchment 

management planning that is scheduled for 2017.  

City Assets  

Focus area 4 

What 

happens 

when it rains 

schools  

program 

  

  

During 2017 we will continue to offer our schools package program 

What happens when it rains. This program has been developed in 

partnership with Brewongle Environmental Education Centre and NSW 

Department of  Education and Communities.  

The program includes:  

 a stage 2/3 Science and Technology unit of work 

 teacher professional development workshop and waterways tour 

 interactive multitouch ibook 

 stormwater model incursion 

 excursion to Blacktown Showground water sensitive urban design  

 support for in school student-led action.  

City Living  

Focus areas 

2 and 5 

22 



23 

Sustainability Hub at Grantham Heritage Park provides volunteer  

opportunities for residents to help develop the  

showcase environmental education facility. 



Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead  

directorate 

Focus area 

Clean Up  

Australia Day 
Clean Up Australia Day will be held on Sunday 5 March 2017.  

As in previous years, we will support Clean Up Australia Day through: 

 providing volunteers with necessary equipment such as gloves, 

basic first aid supplies, rubbish bags and drinks 

 help residents identify potential clean-up sites 

 coordinating the collection of rubbish from sites 

 promoting Clean Up Australia Day through newsletters, 

advertising and local media.  

City Living  

Focus area 3 

Earth Hour 
2017 marks the ten year anniversary of Earth Hour, and 10 years of 

progress on climate change action.  

In 2017 Earth Hour will be themed 'Join the Future' and is a call for 

adults to support strong action on climate change to help shape a better 

future for our children.  

On Saturday, 25 March 2017, residents will be asked to switch off their 

lights to support progress for the next generation. A campaign involving 

kids of Blacktown City will be developed to help spread the message.  

City  Living 

Focus area 2 

Garage Sale 

Trail 

 

In 2017 Garage Sale Trail will be held on Saturday 21 October and we 

will continue to promote and support the event and will explore having a 

Council run large scale event to allow more individual sellers to 

participate.  

City Living  

Focus area 2 

Local  

Government 

Week plant  

giveaways  

Local Government Week is an opportunity to showcase our services and 

programs. In 2016 events in the Village Green, Dawson Mall and Rooty 

Hill Depot were a great success. 

As part of the 2017 Local Government Week in August 2,000 plants (2 

plants per household) will be available to the first 1,000 residents who 

provide proof of residency.  

City Living  

Focus areas 

2, 3 and 5 

National Tree 

Day 

  

We participate in National Tree Day by supporting 5 community planting 

events, 1 in each ward. Residents are encouraged to get outside and 

connect with nature by planting locally native species.  

In 2017, Schools Tree Day will be held on Friday 28 July and National 

Tree Day will be on Sunday 30 July. Planting locations are still to be 

determined. 

City Assets  

Focus area 5 

24 



25 

We are raising public awareness of street  

 litter and its environmental impact 

 



Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead  

directorate 

Focus area 

Sustainable  

September 

Eco Festival 

  

  

Since 2014 we have hosted the ‘Sustainable September Eco Festival’, a 

month of activities showcasing sustainability in action.  

In 2017 this will continue with events including Blacktown Showground 

community garden open day, Sustainable House Day, and 

environmental workshops. Activities will concentrate around the 

Sustainability Hub in Seven Hills, with satellite events occurring at other 

locations. The festival will also have a digital presence with promotion 

via Council’s digital channels.  

City Living  

Focus area 2 

Travelling 

plant  

giveaways 

  

The travelling plant giveaway rotates through each Ward giving away 

approximately 2,500 free plants (up to two free plants per property) to 

residents. Residents can choose from a selection of native and exotic 

species. 

The locations for the 2017 travelling plant giveaway are yet to be 

determined. A review of the program will be reported to Council in early 

2017.  

City Assets  

Focus area 5 
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Sustainable Living Workshops provide skills and knowledge for 

residents to appreciate our environment more, 

and learn to live with less impact 



Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead  

directorate 

Focus area 

Biodiversity 

Strategy 

  

The Biodiversity Strategy 2011-2020 provides a broad strategic platform 

for biodiversity management across Blacktown City. The Strategy 

contains key actions which must be completed within certain 

timeframes. All key actions are on target for completion within scheduled 

timeframes. A review of the strategy will occur in 2017. 

City Assets  

Focus area 5 

Blacktown  

climate 

change 

action and  

adaptation 

plan 

In 2017 the plan will be updated to incorporate the latest in climate 

science to leverage Council’s future emission reduction targets. 

City Living  

Focus area 6 

Clean Cities 

Strategy  
The Clean Cities Strategy 2015-2020 is our plan for improving the 

cleanliness of Blacktown City and building community pride. The 

strategy contains 36 actions to be completed over 5 years. 

We will continue to implement the high and medium priority actions in 

2017.  

City Living 

Focus areas 

2 and 3 

Sustainable  

Procurement 

Policy 

The Sustainable Procurement Policy helps us consider the 

environmental, social and economic impacts of purchased products and 

services, whilst ensuring best value for Council. Sustainable 

procurement will be explored as a component of the integrated staff 

sustainability awareness program that will be delivered during 2017.  

City Living 

Focus area 1 

Sustainability 

engagement 

strategy 2017  

 

Following on from social research we commissioned in 2016 to gauge 

our residents interests and concerns in the environment, a Sustainability 

Engagement Strategy will be developed. This will document our 

approach to environmental engagement, provide a framework for our 

education and social marketing behaviour change programs.  

City Living 

Focus area 2 

Sustainable 

Events Policy 
In 2017 the Sustainable Events Policy will be reviewed to ensure it helps 

us to plan events that focus on: 

 enhancing social inclusiveness and environmental impacts of 

events while achieving value for money 

 reducing energy and fuel necessary to support events 

 reducing event-related waste and achieving better recovery, reuse 

and recycling of waste, wherever possible 

In 2017 training and support for the implementation of the policy will 

continue.  

City Living 

Focus area 1 
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Rivertime storytelling at the Max Webber Library, Blacktown, 

part of Sustainable September Eco Festival 2016 



Initiative Proposed activities for 2017 Lead  

directorate 

Focus area 

Sustainability 

Hub delivery 

plan 2017 

 

As part of the ongoing development of the Sustainability Hub at 

Grantham Heritage Park in Seven Hills, a delivery plan is being 

developed that will guide on-ground works, and engagement activities 

on the site. This plan will provide a valuable guide for the future direction 

of the Sustainability Hub ensuring activities remain focused on achieving 

the vision to create a showcase sustainability education centre.  

City Living 

Focus area 2  

Waste and  

Resource  

Recovery  

Strategy 

In 2016 we delivered a new five year waste management action plan. 

The plan includes 50 operational and community actions that address 
consumption, waste generation, resource recovery and disposal through 
a range of funded programs. These actions will continue to be 
implemented in 2017. 

City Living  

 Focus areas 

2 and 3 

Water  

Management 

Strategy 

  

In 2017 we will continue to audit of our top 20 water consuming sites 

and prepare a Water Management Strategy. The Strategy will include 

our progress in decreasing water consumption and proposed initiatives 

to further reduce usage.  

City Living  

 Focus areas 

1 and 4 
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