
POLICY 
REGISTER 
Published

Policy Number P000484.1

Subject Sustainable Purchasing Policy

Subject Area PURCHASING

Strategy Governance and Civic Leadership

File Number 6-8-819

Inception Date 25/11/2009

Last Review Date

Reports PO1451 FC290005

Responsible Officer Director Finance and Corporate Strategy - DFCS

Policy
1. Purpose

The purpose of the policy will be to outline to the community, potential 
suppliers, contractors and Council staff, Council's commitment to 
sustainable purchasing and procurement.

2. Purchasing Goals 

Wherever practical, Blacktown City Council employees and 
contractors will pursue the following goals and adhere to the 
specified objectives when purchasing products and services (noting 
that these impacts should be considered during the entire life cycle 
of the product, i.e. the production, distribution, usage and end of life 
stages).

Minimise Waste - purchase in accordance with avoid, reduce, 

reuse and recycle strategies.
Save Water and Energy - purchase products that save energy 

and/or water.
Minimise pollution - avoid purchasing products that pollute soils, 

air or waterways.
Non Toxic - avoid purchasing hazardous chemicals that may be 

harmful to human health or ecosystems.
Greenhouse Benefits - purchase products that reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions.
Biodiversity & Habitat Protection - purchase in accordance with 

biodiversity and conservation objectives.
Value for Money - purchase for best value for money in the long 

term.

3. Objectives

Blacktown City Council's objectives through sustainable purchasing 
are to:



eliminate unnecessary inefficiency, waste and expenditure.

contribute to the combined purchasing power of local 

government to further stimulate demand for sustainable 
products, including materials collected through Council's 
kerbside collection.
advance sustainability by participating in "closing the life-cycle 

loop".
increase awareness about the range and quality of products 

available.
deliver Council's commitments in relation to ecologically 

sustainable development (ESD) and other environmental and 
social objectives.
play a leadership role in advancing long term social and 

environmental sustainability.
support local businesses and organisations.

4. Actions

To achieve the above objectives, Blacktown City Council:

has established a sustainable purchasing team to co-ordinate, 

develop and implement this policy.
ensure that the sustainable purchasing goals and objectives 

(above) are incorporated into Council's purchasing policies and 
processes.
ensure that staff are fully informed about the benefits of 

sustainable purchasing.
develop documentation to assist Council staff involved in 

purchasing to comply with Council's policy for sustainable 
purchasing (the Sustainable Choice program will be assisting by 
providing templates and guidance).
establish a system to monitor and report on the scope and level 

of sustainable purchasing.
participation in the Sustainable Choice annual reporting 

questionnaire to record the scope and level of sustainable 
purchasing taking place in NSW Local Government.
include relevant specifications in tender documentation and 

require Council's contractors and consultants to comply with 
this policy (the Sustainable Choice program will be assisting by 
providing templates and guidance).
participate in the Sustainable Choice program to facilitate 

sustainable purchasing in Local Government through staff peer 
education and information sharing.

Procedure

Related Delegations

Related Documents Code of Procurement, Tendering and Purchasing Procedures

History The Sustainable Purchasing Policy was adopted by Council on 25 
November 2009 together with a revision to Council's Code of 
Procurement.
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