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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Background  

Reserve 464, Faulkland Crescent Reserve is located in the Blacktown Local Government Area 
(LGA) in the suburb of Kings Park.  Figure 1.1 shows the study area in relation to the 
surrounding locality.  
 
Under the Local Government Act, 1993, Blacktown City Council is required to prepare Plans of 
Management for its community land, including its parks and open spaces.  In May 2007, 
Blacktown City Council commissioned Landscape Architects, Guy Sturt & Associates to 
undertake preparation of a Plan of Management for the Reserve. 

1.2 Land to which this plan applies 

This Plan of Management (POM) applies to Faulkland Crescent Reserve as described in Figure 
1.1, with Figure 3.1 indicating the property and title information for the Reserve.   
 
The Reserve is approximately 16 hectares in size and contains playground facilities, open 
space areas and remnant Cumberland Plain Woodland.  The site is bounded by Madagascar 
Drive to the north, Faulkland Crescent to the west, Camorta Close and Rewell Street to the east 
and industrial estates accessed from Binney and Garling Roads to the south. 

1.3 Study Process 

The process of preparing this Plan of Management includes consultation with relevant Council 
staff, stakeholders and the community and the investigation of relevant legislation.  The process 
included: 
 
� Meetings with Council’s Project Officer 
� Investigation of Council records 
� Site analysis 
� Desk top archaeological investigation 
� Flora & fauna surveys 
� Investigation of relevant legislation  
� Distribution of information leaflet and survey form to residents 
� Community meeting 
� Distribute draft Plan of Management to Council staff for comment 
� Exhibition of draft Plan of Management & Master Plan 
� Public hearing 
� Issue draft Plan of Management to Director-General of National Parks and Wildlife (if 

required by s36 of the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995). 
� Consider submissions 
� Prepare Final Plan of Management & Master Plan 
� Adoption 
� Implementation 
 
A detailed record of the community consultation process is outlined in the Consultation Report 
in Appendix A. 
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1.4 Report Structure 

Table 1.1 Structure of this Plan of Management 

 Section  Time-frame  What does it include?  

1 Introduction  5 - 10 years  Background  

2 Planning context  5 - 10 years State government planning legislation, 

local planning context 

3 Description of 

Reserve.   

5 - 10 years History, facilities, uses, physical 

description, maintenance  

4 Basis for 

Management  

5 - 10 years Goals for managing parks in Blacktown 

LGA, values of the community, vision, 

roles, management objectives 

5 Management 

Strategies and Action 

Plan  

5 - 10 years Management issues and strategies, 

Landscape Master Plan, actions required 

to implement management strategies 

6 Implementation and 

Review  

5 - 10 years Leases and licences, future uses and 

developments, maintenance, review 

 Appendices  — Relevant background information, 

including Consultation Report  
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Figure 1.1 Location Plan 
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2.0 PLANNING CONTEXT  

2.1 State Government legislation 

2.1.1 Local Government Act 1993 

Faulkland Crescent Reserve is classified as community land under the Local Government Act 
(1993), and as such this Plan of Management has been prepared according to the requirements 
of the Act.  The Act provides Councils with a specific approach to the management of 
community land.  The general requirements of the Local Government Act 1993 for community 
land are that it:  
 
� must have a Plan of Management prepared for it.  
 
� must be kept for the use of the general community, and must not be sold.  
 
� cannot be leased for a period of more than 21 years.   
 
� the use and management of community land is regulated by a Plan of Management, until a 

Plan of Management is adopted, the nature and use of the land must not change.  
 
Although the road reserve at Garling Road (refer Figure 3.1) is not community land, it will be 
addressed by this Report to allow continuity of management throughout the Reserve. 
 
The preparation and contents of this Plan of Management are in accordance with the 
requirements of the Local Government Act, 1993, and the Local Government (General) 
Regulation, 2005 for the contents of Plans of Management, as shown below in Table 2.1.  
 

Table 2.1 Requirements for Plans of Management under the Local 
Government Act  

 

A Plan of Management needs to 

identify:  

Relevant Sections of The Local 

Government Act, 1993: 

How this Plan of Management 

satisfies the Act:  

The category of the land.  Section 36(3)(a) Section 2.1.3, Figure 2.1 

Objectives for categories of land.  Section 36E to 36N Section 4.1.1 

Condition of the land and existing 

facilities. 
Section 36(3A)(a) Section 3, Tables 3.1 & 3.2  

The objectives and performance 

targets of the plan with respect to 

the land.  

Section 36(3)(b) Section 4.0  

The means by which Council 

proposes to achieve the plan's 

objectives and performance targets.  

Section 36(3)(c) Section 5.0 

The manner in which Council 

proposes to assess its performance 

with respect to the plan’s objectives 

and performance targets. 

Section 36(3)(d) 
Performance indicators Section 

5.2.3, Tables 5.1 to 5.5 

Permitted future uses of the land.  Section 36(3A)(b) Section 6.1, Table 6.1 
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Leases, licences and other estates 

that can be granted.  
Sections 46 to 47F Section 6.2 

 

2.1.2 Classification of Land 

All public land (except road reserves & Crown Land) must be classified under the Local 
Government Act 1993.  The Reserve is classified as “community land” by operation of the Act & 
under the Blacktown Local Environment Plan 1998.  The road reserve at Garling Road is not 
classified under the LGA. 

2.1.3 Categorisation of Land 

Community land must be categorised; section 36 of the Local Government Act 1993 sets out 
the various categories for community land.  The reserve contains areas that correspond to a 
number of the categories described in the “Guidelines for categorisation of community land” set 
out in the Local Government (General) Regulation 2005.   Previously the whole Reserve was 
categorised as “Park”.  The guidelines for categories that best fit the Reserve conditions are 
described in Table 2.2, and their locations are shown in Figure 2.1.  Core objectives for the 
categories are described in Section 4.1.1 of this Plan of Management.  The categories of land 
within Faulkland Crescent Reserve are outlined below. 
 
Natural Area 
Section 36B of the Local Government Act 1993 requires that land subject to a recovery plan be 
categorised as natural area.  A draft Recovery Plan for Pimelea spicata, currently found within 
the Reserve, has been prepared under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995.  In 
addition, the areas of Cumberland Plain Woodland within the Reserve are the subject of a 
Recovery Plan currently being prepared, and such areas within the Reserve will be required to 
be categorised as natural area.  Guidelines for categorisation of land are described in Table 2.2. 
In anticipation of these Recovery Plans, areas of bushland, habitat areas for Pimelea spicata 
and future regeneration & revegetation areas are categorised as Natural Area, Bushland.  
 
These areas are further categorised as bushland under Section 36(5) of the LGA 1993. 
 
Park 
Areas of open space or Reserve areas used mainly for passive or active recreation are 
categorised as “park” within the guidelines of section 104 of the LGA 1993. 
 
Community Use 
The area associated with the residence (Marayong House) located on the southern boundary of 
the site, adjacent to the entry at Garling Road is categorised as general community use in line 
with the guidelines described in section 106. 
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Table 2.2 Guidelines for Categorisation 
 
102   Guidelines for categorisation of land as a natural area  
Land should be categorised as a natural area under section 36 (4) of the Act if the land, whether or not in an 
undisturbed state, possesses a significant geological feature, geomorphological feature, landform, representative 
system or other natural feature or attribute that would be sufficient to further categorise the land as bushland, 
wetland, escarpment, watercourse or foreshore under section 36 (5) of the Act. 
Note. Section 36A of the Act provides that community land that has been declared a critical habitat under the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 or the Fisheries Management Act 1994 must be categorised as a natural 
area. 
Section 36B of the Act provides that community land all or part of which is directly affected by a recovery plan or 
threat abatement plan under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 or the Fisheries Management Act 1994 
must be categorised as a natural area. 
 
Section 36C of the Act provides that community land that is the site of a known natural, geological, geomorphological, 
scenic or other feature that is considered by the council to warrant protection or special management considerations, 
or that is the site of a wildlife corridor, must be categorised as a natural area. 
 
107   Guidelines for categorisation of land as bushland  
(1)  Land that is categorised as a natural area should be further categorised as bushland under section 36 (5) of the 
Act if the land contains primarily native vegetation and that vegetation: 
(a)  is the natural vegetation or a remainder of the natural vegetation of the land, or 
(b)  although not the natural vegetation of the land, is still representative of the structure or floristics, or structure and 
floristics, of the natural vegetation in the locality. 
(2)  Such land includes: 
(a)  bushland that is mostly undisturbed with a good mix of tree ages, and natural regeneration, where the 
understorey is comprised of native grasses and herbs or native shrubs, and that contains a range of habitats for 
native fauna (such as logs, shrubs, tree hollows and leaf litter), or 
(b)  moderately disturbed bushland with some regeneration of trees and shrubs, where there may be a regrowth area 
with trees of even age, where native shrubs and grasses are present in the understorey even though there may be 
some weed invasion, or 
(c)  highly disturbed bushland where the native understorey has been removed, where there may be significant weed 
invasion and where dead and dying trees are present, where there is no natural regeneration of trees or shrubs, but 
where the land is still capable of being rehabilitated. 
 
S104   Guidelines for categorisation of land as a park   
Land should be categorised as a park under Section 36(4) of the Act if the land is, or is proposed to be, improved by 
landscaping, gardens, or the provision of non-sporting equipment and facilities, for use mainly for passive or active 
recreational, social, educational and cultural pursuits that do not unduly intrude on the peaceful enjoyment of the land 
by others.   
 
106   Guidelines for categorisation of land as general community use  
Land should be categorised as general community use under section 36 (4) of the Act if the land:  
(a)  may be made available for use for any purpose for which community land may be used, whether by the public at 
large or by specific sections of the public, and 
(b)  is not required to be categorised as a natural area under section 36A, 36B or 36C of the Act and does not satisfy 
the guidelines under clauses 102–105 for categorisation as a natural area, a sportsground, a park or an area of 
cultural significance. 
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Figure 2.1 Categories of Land 
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2.1.4 Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 

The Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (TSC Act) provides for the protection of all 
threatened plants and animals native to NSW and their habitats (including endangered 
populations and ecological communities, and their habitats).  The TSC Act provides for the 
listing of species, populations and ecological communities considered to be threatened in NSW. 
Schedule 1 of the TSC Act contains listings of endangered species, populations and ecological 
communities, and Schedule 2 of the TSC Act contains listings of vulnerable species. 
 
This Act requires the preparation of Recovery Plans or Priority Action Statements for listed 
threatened species, populations and endangered ecological communities, and Threat 
Abatement Plans for listed Key Threatening Processes (Schedule 3).  Public authorities, such 
as Council, cannot make decisions which are inconsistent with the provisions of these Plans. 

2.1.5 SEPP 19 – Bushland in Urban Areas 

State Environmental Planning Policy No.19 - Bushland in Urban Areas (SEPP 19) aims to, 
amongst other things, “protect and preserve bushland” within the urban areas of Sydney 
(Department of Planning 1986).  The policy applies where natural vegetation remains or 
vegetation representative of the structure and floristics of natural vegetation exists.  The 
bushland contained within Faulkland Crescent Reserve must be managed in accordance with 
the aims and objectives of the SEPP. 
 

2.2 Local planning context 

2.2.1 Corporate goals of Blacktown City Council 

Blacktown City Council’s Management Plan outlines Council’s vision and mission statements 
which underpin strategic direction, and influence all actions taken in providing the best possible 
living and working environment for the community.  
 
Councils vision and mission statements, as outlined in the 2007 – 2010 Management Plan are 
as follows: 
 
VISION STATEMENT 
“To be a vibrant, healthy and safe City - A City of Excellence” 
 
MISSION STATEMENT 
“To provide our community with the best living and working environment through commitment to 
service” 

2.2.2 Blacktown Local Environment Plan 

Blacktown Local Environment Plan (1988) sets out objectives for the various zones within the 
LGA.  Faulkland Crescent Reserve is zoned 6(a) Public Recreation Zone under the Blacktown 
Local Environment Plan (1988) as amended.  The objectives of zone 6(a) are as follows: 
 
ZONE No. 6 (a) (PUBLIC RECREATION ZONE)  
1. Objectives of zone 
The objectives are - 
(a) to ensure there is provision of adequate local open space areas to meet the needs of all 
residents and provide opportunities to enhance the total environmental quality of the City of 
Blacktown. 
(b) to identify land which is now owned by the council or which will either be acquired by the 
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council or dedicated as a condition of development consent or subdivision approval to the 
council for local open space and public recreational purposes; and 
(c) to identify certain land which is owned by the Crown and under the care, control and 
management of the council as public open space. 
2. Development that does not require consent 
Nil. 
3. Development which requires consent 
Advertisements (other than advertisements identified as exempt development in Schedule 6); 
agriculture (other than intensive lot feeding of livestock); community facilities; drains; dual occupancy 
or dwelling-houses ancillary to and used in conjunction with a purpose permissible in this zone; 
educational establishments; forestry; public utility undertakings; recreation areas; roads; 
telecommunications facilities; utility installations (other than gas holders or generating works). 
4. Prohibited 
Any purpose other than a purpose included in Item 2 or 3 of the matter relating to this zone 
 
 

Road Reserve 
The area of the Reserve adjacent to Garling Road is dedicated as road reserve (refer to Figure 
3.1).  This land is considered part of the Reserve by Council and is managed as part of 
Faulkland Crescent Reserve. 
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3.0 DESCRIPTION OF THE RESERVE 

3.1 Legal description 

Table 3.1 Summary of Site  

Item Description 

Site Name Reserve 464, Faulkland Crescent Reserve 

Address Faulkland Crescent, Kings Park 

Title information   

 Lot / DP Area Comment 

 1827 / 261082 2986m
2
  

 2 / 608270 3.118ha Easement for Water main 4.5 wide vide DP 582200 
and Q137261 
Easement for Electricity 1 wide vide Z269671 

 3 / 245782 5950m
2
  

 11 / 250566 691.3m
2
 Easement for Electricity Purposes 1 wide vide DP 

250566  

 81 / 250566 5255m
2
 Easement to Drain Water 2.44 wide 

Easement for Water Supply 5 wide vide DP586537  

 80 / 250566 8591m
2
 Easement for Water Supply 5 wide vide DP586537 

Easement for Electricity Purposes 1 wide vide DP 
250566 

 1001 / 610517 4645m
2
  

 1002 / 610517 3360m
2
  

 3 / 581455 2.836ha Easement for Water Supply  vide DP 582200 

 32 / 252085 2.606ha Easement for Water Supply vide DP 252085 

 357 / 250071 1.106ha Easement for Water Main 5 wide vide DP 586537 

 20 / 811467 1878m
2
  

 51 / 790461 5492m
2
  

 19 / 1061455 1840m
2
 Easement for Water Main 5 wide vide DP 586537 

and Q774168 

 20 / 1061455 1338m
2
 Easement for Underground Mains 1 wide vide DP 

637314 and W91747 

 6/262337 2.253ha Easement for Water Main 4.5 wide vide DP 582200 
and Q149176 
Easement for Transmission Line 9 wide vide 
R162021 

 Garling Road, Road 
Reserve 

1539m
2
 Road Reserve 

Total Area  16.121 ha  

Ownership Blacktown City Council 

Location  Parish of Prospect, County of Cumberland 
LGA of Blacktown  
Bounded to the north, by Madagascar Drive; to the east by Rewell Street and Camorta 
Crescent to the south by Binney and Garling Roads and to the west by Faulkland Crescent.   
 

Zoning 6(a) Public Recreation Zone, & Road Reserve 

Classification Community Land 

Categorisation Park; Natural area, bushland; general community use (refer Figure 2.1) 

Care, control and 
management 

Blacktown City Council 

Conditions of 
Reserve 

The reserve and associated structures and improvements are in fair condition. 

Maintenance Blacktown City Council maintains the site. 

Assets Access roads, barriers & fencing, playground & shelter. 

Existing uses General passive recreation, off leash dog area 

Leases, licences, 
bookings 

Rental agreement with Residence on site (Lot 2 DP 608270). 
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Figure 3.1 Property & Title information 
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3.2 Cultural and historic description 

3.2.1 Pre-European History 

Like much of the Cumberland Plain environment the site would “probably have been fire-
managed by people as open woodland and can be expected to have to be broadly similar over 
at least the last 5000 years of Aboriginal occupation”.  The “environment would have offered the 
local Aboriginal inhabitants a mixed plant and animal resource base from the forest, grassland 
and the small creeks.“(TEC 2007). 

3.2.2 Archaeological investigations 

Total Earth Care (TEC) were commissioned by Guy Sturt and Associates to carry out a Flora 
and Fauna study and carried out a desktop Aboriginal Cultural Heritage and Archaeological 
Assessment as part of this body of work.  One site was found to be listed on the Department of 
Environment and Climate Change (DECC), Aboriginal Heritage Information Management 
System (AHIMS). 
 
TEC’s study found that: 
  
“One Aboriginal cultural heritage site is located within Faulkland Reserve: An artefact scatter or 
‘open camp site’; AHIMS # 45-5-1107. It is situated on around the crest of the hill, which has a 
commanding view of the surrounding area. As such is considered likely to represent a site of 
transient daytime use as distinct from nearby domestic sites that typically occur within a couple 
of hundred metres of creeks. The context for the site in a wider landscape sense is likely to 
relate to its position above the headwaters of a number of important creeks in the area: Caddies 
Creek, Second Ponds Creek, and Breakfast Creek which flows into Eastern Creek. 
  
Although the site was not inspected as part of the study, the existing site card submitted by 
Guider suggests that intact subsurface deposits are associated with the site. Aerial photography 
indicates that part of the area has been disturbed within a rectangular lot area that appears to 
have been the location of a house at some time on the past. Guider’s survey was conducted as 
a personal investigation (he was an amateur archaeologist who surveyed and listed many sites 
in Sydney as hobby) and is not accompanied by any further reporting. Therefore it cannot be 
assumed that the rest of the reserve was surveyed at the time nor that further Aboriginal cultural 
heritage material is not located there. 
 
Recent work on hilltop sites in western Sydney holds that while subsurface artefact densities 
are lower than in creekbank sites, the fact that they provide a distinctly different archaeological 
signature to domestic sites means that they have high research potential and Aboriginal cultural 
heritage value (TEC 2007a; TEC 2007b; Jo McDonald pers. comm.). 
 
Given that is unlikely that any essential infrastructure or other works are likely to be proposed 
for the site it would seem that provisions to ensure the conservation of the site should be easily 
achievable. A recommended archaeologically sensitive area has been proposed here as a 
guideline. 
 
In the event that any proposed impact is considered unavoidable, it is recommended that a 
salvage excavation should be conducted prior to the issuing of a Heritage Impact Permit. This 
recommendation is based on the research potential attached to Site 45-5-1107 as an unusual 
hilltop site as well as the entirely practical opportunity for excavation that hilltop sites present 
because the typically shallow deposits allow for larger open area sampling than is possible with 
deep alluvial deposits.” 



Plan of Management 
Reserve 464 – Faulkland Crescent Reserve   
 
 
 

 
 
Guy Sturt & Associates Pty Ltd  13 
August 2008 

3.2.3 European History 

T.A. James (2004) states that a series of aerial photographs between 1981 and 2002 “indicate 
that the original vegetation cover was cleared many years ago and a small dam existed in the 
east of the site.  The reserve was surrounded by houses and industry back in the early 1980’s. 
The steeper slopes in the south of the reserve were badly eroded at this time.”  
 
Kings Park 
Development of the Kings Park area dates primarily from the post-war years.  Significant growth 
took place during the 1970s and 1980s.  Kings Park has experienced a small decrease in 
population between 1996 and 2001, the result of few dwellings being added and a decline in the 
average number of persons living in each dwelling. There was a further decrease in population 
between 2001-2006 from 3,790 to 3,266 people. 
 

3.3 Current Usage 

3.3.1 Local community in Kings Park  

The local community of Kings Park has a relatively stable population, experiencing only a small 
decrease over recent years, as noted on the census results of 1996, 2001 and 2006.  The 
majority of households (65%) are families with children. 
 
Blacktown City Council’s profile, based on 2006 census data provides the following summary 
information for Kings Park.  
 
� In 2006, Kings Park had a population of 3,266 people. 
� It had a relatively stable population, with around 60% having resided at the same address 

for at least five years. 
� It was a predominantly Australian-born population, with high English proficiency, and a 

couple family oriented household structure. 
�  Kings Park was of relatively socio-economic advantage in 2006, with high individual and 

household incomes, strong employment in white-collar occupations, low unemployment, 
high post-school qualification achievements, and high accessibility to private vehicles 
(www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au). 

3.3.2 User Demand 

Council consulted with the community during a community open day in September 2007, 
(Refer Appendix A) and through a questionnaire mailed out to local residents.  This helped to 
determine, usage levels and activities, the importance of the reserve, age of users and 
improvements suggested by residents, a full list of responses is included as Appendix A.: 

 

Of the residents who responded to the questionnaire; 

� Over 96% of those responding used the Reserve 

� Walking is the most popular activity 

� Dog walking is a popular activity and the off leash area is highly valued 

� The new playground is highly used and valued 

� The majority use the Reserve for both active and passive activities 

� The views from the hill top are most important 

� The peace and quiet are enjoyed 

� Open space, grass and bushland is appreciated 

� A wide variety of ages, from young children to elderly use the Reserve 
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� Further improvements and development are desired 

3.3.3 Bush Care Group 

A local bush care group has been established in the Reserve since 1995.  The group has 
undertaken a significant area of bush regeneration and revegetation works within the Reserve.  
At present the group meets on site monthly to continue their activities, including weeding, 
mulching and planting, extending a protective belt around the existing bush remnants.  

3.3.4 Off Leash Areas 

Each local Council is required to provide at least one 'off-leash' area.  Blacktown City Council 
currently has five off-leash areas, one within each Ward boundary.  Faulkland Crescent 
Reserve is nominated as the off-leash area for Ward 2.  Only one sector of the Reserve is 
designated as an off-leash area (Refer Figure 3.2).  However, the designate area is not fenced 
and its extent is unclear, with only one sign and map on site denoting the off-leash area.  The 
adjacent bushland is not well protected from intrusion by dogs. 

3.4 Physical description 

3.4.1 Climate 

The average annual rainfall is 913 mm, with most of that falling in the five warmer months of 
November to March.  The average daily maximum temperature is about 23°C across the year, 
with an average of 28°C in the summer months (sometimes exceeding 40°C), and 18°C in 
winter (with minimum temperatures sometimes falling below freezing), (BOM 2007). 

3.4.2 Geology and Soils 

Reports prepared by TEC (2007) note that, the study site occurs on Wianamatta Group Shales 
geology.  Soils of the surrounding area have been described by Bannerman and Hazleton 
(1990) as being part of the Blacktown and Luddenham soil landscapes. 
 
The Blacktown Soil Landscape is described as a residual grouping which is characterised by 
gently undulating rises on Wianamatta Group Shales characterised by broad rounded crests 
and ridges with gently inclined slopes (Bannerman and Hazleton, 1990).  Soils are shallow to 
moderately deep hardsetting mottled texture contrast soils with red and brown podzolic soils on 
crests grading to yellow podsolic soils on lower slopes and in drainage lines.  Soil limitations 
include low soil fertility and poor soil drainage.  The Luddenham Soil Landscape is an erosional 
grouping and is characterised by undulating to rolling low hills on Wianamatta Group Shales, 
often associated with Minchinbury Sandstone (Bannerman and Hazleton, 1990).  Soils are 
shallow dark podsolic soils or massive earthy clays on crests, moderately deep red podsolic 
soils on upper slopes, moderately deep yellow podsolic soils and prairie soils on lower slopes 
and drainage lines.  Soil limitations include high soil erosion hazard and localised impermeable 
subsoil. 

3.4.3 Landform & Drainage 

The Reserve slopes steeply towards the south-east.  The highest point of the Reserve is 
approximately 90 metres above sea level (ASL), and the lower reaches of the Reserve are 50 
metres ASL.  The top of the Reserve is a high point for the local area. 
 
There are currently some man made drainage lines through the southern end of the Reserve. 
 



Plan of Management 
Reserve 464 – Faulkland Crescent Reserve   
 
 
 

 
 
Guy Sturt & Associates Pty Ltd  15 
August 2008 

Significant natural landscape features of the study area include; 
� A ridgeline which constitutes a high point in the local landscape; 
� Several nearby Council reserves and parks; 
� The nearby Breakfast Creek, which is a tributary of Eastern Creek; and 
� The stands native vegetation including those of the threatened Cumberland Plain Woodland 

community. 

3.4.4 Access and Circulation 

The Reserve is largely landlocked by adjoining land uses and has relatively few entry points 
given its large size.  Vehicular access is only available at Faulkland Crescent and Garling Road. 
 
A series of pedestrian paths give access at other points (Refer Figure 3.1).  However with the 
exception of some wider entry points at Camorta Close and Faulkland Crescent, pedestrian 
entries are not legible and occur where narrow pedestrian corridors have been created between 
residential blocks.  The lack of pedestrian access to the north of the reserve at Madagascar 
Drive is notable and most likely due to the steep grades down to the roadway.  
 
Vehicular public access into the Reserve is not currently available.  Circulation is controlled into 
the reserve by a series of lockable steel gates and timber post and rail barricades manage 
maintenance access points to certain areas.  Although missing sections of these barriers 
effectively render these barriers unnecessary 

3.4.5 Flora & Fauna 

Total Earth Care (TEC) were commissioned to prepare a flora and fauna survey for Faulkland 
Crescent Reserve. The aims of the flora and fauna assessment are to: 
 
� survey and describe the existing flora and fauna within the subject site; 
� determine the presence or likely occurrence of threatened species, populations and 

ecological communities (or their habitats), as listed under the Commonwealth 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) and the 
NSW Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (TSC Act); and 

� to propose suitable management measures as part of the management of the Reserve, in 
order to avoid or minimise adverse effects on native flora and fauna. 

 
A previous survey and assessment was undertaken by T.A. James in October 2004. 
 
The TEC (2007) survey found that majority of the flora and fauna observed at Faulkland 
Crescent Reserve were common to the Sydney region.  The habitat potential for several 
threatened species was listed as medium or high, although the species were not located during 
the current survey.  Of the plants recorded on site, one was listed as noxious for the Blacktown 
LGA. 

3.4.6 Vegetation Communities 

Two plant communities were identified within the study area during the TEC (2007) survey, with 
a further community being previously identified by James (2004).  These communities include: 
� Shale Hills Woodland;  
� Open Grassland; and 
� Sydney Coastal River- Flat Forest. 
 
The distribution of plant communities within the study area is shown in Figure 3.2 and described 
below.    
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Shale Hills Woodland 
Shale Hills Woodland (SHW) is a sub unit of the Cumberland Plain Woodland Endangered 
Ecological Community, which is listed under Schedule 1 of the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995 and under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999.  There are several stands of SHW throughout the Reserve.  A detailed description of the 
SHW Endangered Ecological Community can be found in the TEC report (Refer Appendix B).  
 
The canopy of the Shale Hills Woodland is dominated by Eucalyptus moluccana (Grey Box) and 
Eucalyptus crebra (Narrow-leaved Ironbark) with occasional Corymbia maculata (Spotted Gum). 
The canopy height reaches up to 15 metres.  Many of the canopy species have either been 
planted or were regenerating in response to management actions. 
 
The mid-canopy is dominated by regenerating Eucalypts including E. crebra and E. moluccana. 
The mid-canopy reached 6-8 metres in height and the understorey stratum is sparse and 
generally absent, however in some regenerating areas Dillwynia sieberi is common to 
occasional.  
 
The groundcover stratum is dominated by both native and exotic grasses and herbs.  Many 
areas are covered by dense swards of exotic grasses with scattered annual and perennial 
species, and other areas dominated by native groundcovers.  Dominant groundcover species 
included Themeda australis (Kangaroo Grass), Aristida ramosa (Purple Wiregrass), Einadia 
polygonoides, Eragrostis curvula (African Lovegrass) and Pennisetum clandestinum (Kikuyu 
Grass). The groundcover stratum is typically one metre in height. 
 
TEC stated that the SHW community within the Reserve displayed variable condition, ranging 
from moderate resilience in some stands to high in other stands.  Several areas were 
regenerating due to current management practices including bush regeneration works and no-
mow management.  There is an overall high resilience of the community within the Reserve.  
 
Several stands have also been supplemented with plantings of both the understorey and 
canopy. Some areas had been subject to greater disturbing factors than others including 
mowing regimes, clearing and urban influences including littering and stormwater runoff. As 
such, there is high variability of condition within the community present in the reserve. However 
due to the dominant species present all of the stands were still considered to constitute a SHW 
community (TEC 2007). 
 
Open Grassland 
The Open Grassland community occurs over the open space areas within the Reserve (Figure 
3.2) and comprises mown grass with a few scattered regrowth and planted trees. 
Regrowth canopy species include E. moluccana (Grey Box) and E. crebra (Narrow-leaved 
Ironbark).  Other occasional planted exotic species included Pinus radiata (Radiata Pine) and 
Quercus sp. (Oak). 
 
The groundcover stratum is dominated by exotic and native species including Themeda 
australis (Kangaroo Grass), Pennisetum clandestinum (Kikuyu Grass), Cynodon dactylon 
(Couch) and Paspalum ilatatum (Paspalum) and reached under one metre in height. 
 
This community was assessed by TEC as having an overall low resilience.  Some areas may 
harbour the potential to regenerate but not under the current management regime. 
 
Sydney Coastal River- Flat Forest (SCRFF) 
TA. James (2004) states there is a very small area of highly disturbed river-flat forest, consistent 
with Sydney Coastal River-Flat Forest, present in the south-west corner of the site adjacent to 
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the small creekline.  A few larger remnant trees of this forest remain including Angophora 
floribunda  (Rough Barked Apple), Eucalyptus tereticornis (Forest Red Gum) and Eucalyptus 
crebra (Narrow-leaved Ironbark).  

3.4.7 Threatened Communities 

Faulkland Crescent Reserve was found by TEC (2007) & James (2004) to contain the 
endangered ecological communities, Shale Hills Woodland and Sydney Coastal River-flat 
Forest, which are listed under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995.  Shale Hills 
Woodland, a Cumberland Plains Woodland community, is listed under both the NSW TSC Act 
and the National EPBC Act.   
 
The Cumberland Plain Woodland communities are habitat for many threatened plants and 
animals including Pimelea spicata, which was located in the current survey, and Meridolum 
corneovirens, the Cumberland Land Snail, which was targeted during the current survey. 
 
Recovery Plan 
The Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC), is currently preparing a 
Recovery Plan for the Cumberland Plain Vegetation Communities, including those found in the 
Reserve.  This Plan of Management should be reviewed following the release of the Recovery 
Plan or any other regional policy document prepared by DECC in relation to Cumberland Plain 
Vegetation, to ensure compliance.   

3.4.8 Threatened Species - Pimelea spicata 

Faulkland Crescent Reserve was found by TEC (2007) & James (2004) to contain the 
threatened plant species Pimelea spicata.  Pimelea spicata is listed under Schedule 1 of the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995,and the EPBC Act as Endangered.  Patches of the 
species were scattered through some stands of the Shale Hills Woodland community.  Patches 
were recorded using a GPS, and these are to be retained by Blacktown Council.  Over 90 stems 
were counted during the current survey, and it is highly likely that the species occurs elsewhere 
in the Reserve. (TEC 2007), 
 
Pimelea spicata is capable of maintaining a soil stored seed bank.  Germination from the soil 
stored seed bank has been observed following disturbance events including fire, 
slashing/mowing, grazing and soil disturbance…   The frequency of such disturbance is of 
particular importance for he management and conservation of P. spicata. It has been suggested 
that too frequent disturbance and also a long-term absence of disturbance, may be detrimental 
to the persistence of P. spicata”. (TEC 2007)  
 
Existing threats to P. spicata within Faulkland Reserve include weed invasion, mowing, physical 
disturbance and herbicide spraying.  Within the Reserve, this species was located within no-
mow areas, however in several locations was on the edge of this area.  It may extend into the 
mowed zones, and there was evidence that bush regeneration activities including the spraying 
of herbicides has occurred in very close proximity to this species. 
 
Potential threats to P. spicata within Faulkland Reserve include inappropriate fire regimes, 
grazing, rubbish and garden dumping and phytophthora infection (TEC 2007).  
 

An estimate of numbers and area of P. spicata was made in the TEC study, along with an 
assessment of existing and potential threats to the species with Faulkland Crescent Reserve.  
Appendix B identifies potential Pimelea spicata habitat.  Council has been provided with specific 
GPS locations of plant specimens but this is to remain confidential and for internal management 
use only. 
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Recovery Plan 
A Draft NSW and National Recovery Plan has been prepared for Pimelea spicata as have 19 
Priority Actions for Recovery (TEC 2007).   
 
Specific Recovery Actions as listed in the Draft Recovery Plan which apply directly to the 
conservation of this species within Faulkland Crescent Reserve include: 
� Objective 2: To identify and minimise threats; and  
� Objective 5: To raise awareness of the species and involve the community in the recovery 

program. 
 
After adoption of the Recovery Plan this Plan of Management should be reviewed to ensure that 
it takes “account of the council’s obligations under the recovery plan”. (LGA 1993).   
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Figure 3.2 Existing Condition – Analysis Plan 
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3.4.9 Fauna 

Fauna Species 
A total of 18 fauna species were recorded by TEC on the subject site during the fauna field 
survey, including one reptile, three mammals and 14 bird species.  One of the mammals 
recorded on-site, Pteropus poliocephalus Grey-headed Flying-fox, is listed as Vulnerable under 
the TSC Act and Vulnerable under the EPBC Act.  Whilst individuals of this species were 
observed flying over the subject site, and the study area supports Eucalyptus species which are 
a known food resource for the species, there is no evidence from the current investigation of 
permanent or semi permanent habitation by individuals of the Grey-headed Flying-fox in the 
Reserve. 
 
In summary no threatened fauna populations listed under the TSC Act were recorded on the 
subject site in the survey carried out by TEC.  The majority of other species recorded on the site 
are typical of urban and natural areas within the Sydney Basin region and are widespread in 
distribution and common to abundant within their ranges. 
 
There was a lack of small birds or mammals recorded during the current survey, it is thought 
due to the lack of an understorey within the bushland remnants on site.  Small birds may also 
be excluded from the area due to the dominance of Manorina melanocephala Noisy Minor in the 
Reserve (TEC 2007). 
 
Fauna Habitats 
The main habitat types occurring in the study area are: 
� Native Plant communities; 
� Open Grassland; and 
� Drainage areas. 
 
Generally the depth of fauna habitat resources of the subject site correlates to the 
completeness of the structure of the native plant communities, connectivity to other areas of 
fully structured native plant communities and other biotic features such as water.  Although 
there is variation in the habitat values of native plant communities mapped in the TEC survey, 
the main habitat resources of this habitat type are native canopy, mid-storey and understorey (in 
places) and groundcover stratums. 
 
The canopy of the Shale Hills Woodland community provides roosting, nesting, shelter, nectar, 
blossom and seed for birds and arboreal mammals.  Some fallen branches, logs in various 
states of decay and leaf litter which provide foraging and sheltering habitat for ground-dwelling 
mammals, reptiles, amphibians and invertebrates were also observed in this community.  
Regenerating Eucalypts throughout this habitat type provide some very small hollows and 
cavities suitable for roosting and nesting for birds, bats and reptiles.  Several nest boxes were 
also located within the SPW community, however the nocturnal survey did not detect any 
species utilising these boxes.  These do however provide supplementary nesting/roosting 
habitat for birds and arboreal mammals within the Reserve, as there is a lack of mature canopy 
and well developed hollows. 
 
There are man made drainage areas within the Reserve which support aquatic and semi-
aquatic habitat resources including pools, soaks and wet areas.  These habitat features are 
currently providing resources for aquatic fauna, as well as sheltering resources for terrestrial 
fauna.  These areas have the potential to support amphibian species, however none where 
located during the current survey. 
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The open grassland habitat is composed of exotic grasses, patches of native grasses and 
groundcovers with scattered trees.  It represents a modified landscape that lacks many of the 
natural habitat features and resources that are important in the maintenance of native fauna 
diversity and life cycles, including fully structured vegetation, a diverse shrub layer for food 
sources and protection, leaf litter and rocks and logs.  The open grassland habitat favours 
ecological generalist species that are capable of utilising a wide range of habitats for foraging, 
as well as disturbance-tolerant species that are ubiquitous in modified urban habitats throughout 
the region. 
 
The study area is assessed as having an overall low to medium habitat value given the cover of 
the plant communities across the subject site. This is mainly due to the lack of understorey 
present, and the relatively immature regenerating canopy present, hence the limited opportunity 
for sheltering and nesting. 

3.4.10 Contamination 

Asbestos 
Sections of the Reserve were found to be contaminated with asbestos cement.  Council fenced 
off the affected area and carried out remediation.  Subsequently Heggies Pty Ltd prepared an 
Asbestos Materials Management Plan (AMP) for Faulkland Crescent Reserve in March 2007 
(Refer Appendix C).  
 
The extent of possible AC (Asbestos Cement) debris hidden (buried) on the site is considered to 
be low and likewise the risk associated with these asbestos materials is generally considered 
low providing that appropriate precautions are taken. 
 
Asbestos Materials Management Plan 
The purpose of the Asbestos Materials Management Plan (Appendix C) is to assist persons with 
control of the Reserve to comply with the prohibition of asbestos and prevent human exposure 
to any possible hidden AC debris encountered on site.  The ultimate goal is for the workplace to 
be free of asbestos materials 
 

This document covers the management of any possible AC debris which may be encountered 

by Blacktown City Council Staff and Contractors during their works on site.  The Site Manager 

responsible for the reserve should hold this document on site.  It is to be made available to any 

persons having a legitimate interest in it.  All personal that are likely to be involved in works with 

the site are to have read this document 

3.4.11 Improvements & Structures 

Recreation facilities 
The Reserve is largely unimproved and consists largely of areas of variable Cumberland Plain 
Woodland and Open Grassland.  
 
Given the steep topography the site is largely unsuitable for active recreation and as such has 
been largely retained for passive recreation opportunities.  Recently a new playground was 
installed adjacent to the Faulkland Crescent entry point, the play equipment including swings 
and a large modular play structure is in good condition and is set in a large area of safety 
surfacing. 
 
Remnants of picnic facilities (footings) still exist at the high point of the site indicating this as a 
past usage.  However the only shelter now existing is at the playground location.  
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Dilapidated post & rail fencing throughout the park, previously delineated vehicle access, which 
is now closed to the public.  
 
Residential Property 
A residence (Marayong House) is located within the Reserve towards the southern boundary of 
the site, adjacent to the entry at Garling Road.  This is rented by Council to a private individual 
and constitutes a red brick home with a number of garages and outbuildings. 
 
The building sits within a fenced in area but appears to visually "take" a larger area of land that 
is also fenced off; this effectively limits access to the Reserve from the southern entry at Garling 
Road.  The fencing also blocks through access from east to west between Madagascar Drive 
and Sunnyholt Road. 
 

Table 3.2 Improvements and Structures 
  

Item* Improvement Condition Use Comment 

1 Residence /Outbuildings Fair Private rental Determine usage and 
rental agreement 

2 Playground Good Children’s play New facility in visible 
location 

3 Shelter Good Shaded seating for 
picnics etc. 

Shelter with table and 
seating  

4 Galvanised steel gates Fair Limit access to 
maintenance vehicles 
only 

 

5 Log barriers Poor Limits maintenance 
vehicle access 

Redundant due to 
missing sections 

6 
 

Off leash dog sign Fair Information Provides information on 
designated off leash 
area at one location only. 

7 Access Roads Poor Maintenance access Poor condition, asphalt / 
gravel surface. 

* Refer to Figure 3.2, Analysis Plan for location of items. 

3.5 Visual Character 

The Reserve is segregated into a number of distinct visual units by both the nature of is layout 
and the landform. 
 
The largest part of the site is the large corridor of land running north from Garling Road to 
Madagascar Drive and takes in the highly prominent hilltop, which forms the major feature in the 
Reserve.  This hilltop is accessed by an internal maintenance access road from Faulkland 
Crescent and enjoys 360 degree panoramic view over Western Sydney and towards the Blue 
Mountains. 
 
Two large corridors run east west extending the Reserve over 1km long on this axis.  The 
eastern corridor terminates at the major arterial route of Sunnyholt Road.  The other is 
effectively a dead end and terminates at residential properties.  Both meet at the southern entry 
to the Reserve at Garling Road where an unformed parking area allows visitors to park when 
accessing the Reserve.  These relatively narrow corridors separate the industrial developments 
along the southern frontage to the Reserve situated on Binney and Garling Roads, from 
residential blocks to the north and provide an important green buffer between these land uses. 
 
The reserve is largely undeveloped with a large stands of endemic Cumberland Plain Woodland 
interspersed with open grass areas.  The only recreational facility of note is a large playground 
and picnic shelter/ table recently installed at the Faulkland Crescent entry. 
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4.0 BASIS FOR MANAGEMENT 

4.1 Objectives for open space management 

4.1.1 State government objectives for managing community land  

The Local Government Act 1993 sets out core objectives for the management of community 
land.  The core objectives are set out in section 36 of the Act and are described below in Table 
4.1. 
 

Table 4.1 Core objectives for managing community land 
 
36E   Core objectives for management of community land categorised as a natural area  
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a natural area are: 
(a) to conserve biodiversity and maintain ecosystem function in respect of the land, or the feature or habitat in 

respect of which the land is categorised as a natural area, and 
(b) to maintain the land, or that feature or habitat, in its natural state and setting, and 
(c) to provide for the restoration and regeneration of the land, and 
(d) to provide for community use of and access to the land in such a manner as will minimise and mitigate any 

disturbance caused by human intrusion, and 
(e) to assist in and facilitate the implementation of any provisions restricting the use and management of the land 

that are set out in a recovery plan or threat abatement plan prepared under the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995 or the Fisheries Management Act 1994. 

 
36J   Core objectives for management of community land categorised as bushland  
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as bushland are: 
(a) to ensure the ongoing ecological viability of the land by protecting the ecological biodiversity and habitat values 

of the land, the flora and fauna (including invertebrates, fungi and micro-organisms) of the land and other 
ecological values of the land, and 

(b) to protect the aesthetic, heritage, recreational, educational and scientific values of the land, and 
(c) to promote the management of the land in a manner that protects and enhances the values and quality of the 

land and facilitates public enjoyment of the land, and to implement measures directed to minimising or mitigating 
any disturbance caused by human intrusion, and 

(d) to restore degraded bushland, and 
(e) to protect existing landforms such as natural drainage lines, watercourses and foreshores, and 
(f) to retain bushland in parcels of a size and configuration that will enable the existing plant and animal 

communities to survive in the long term, and 
(g) to protect bushland as a natural stabiliser of the soil surface. 
 
36G   Core objectives for management of community land categorised as a park  
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as a park are: 
(a) to encourage, promote and facilitate recreational, cultural, social and educational pastimes and activities, and 
(b) to provide for passive recreational activities or pastimes and for the casual playing of games, and 
(c) to improve the land in such a way as to promote and facilitate its use to achieve the other core objectives for its 

management. 
 
36I   Core objectives for management of community land categorised as general community use  
The core objectives for management of community land categorised as general community use are to promote, 
encourage and provide for the use of the land, and to provide facilities on the land, to meet the current and future 
needs of the local community and of the wider public:  
(a) in relation to public recreation and the physical, cultural, social and intellectual welfare or development of 

individual members of the public, and 
(b) in relation to purposes for which a lease, licence or other estate may be granted in respect of the land (other than 

the provision of public utilities and works associated with or ancillary to public utilities). 

4.1.2 Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 

Faulkland Crescent Reserve contains species and plant communities listed under the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act, (refer section 3.4).  The Department of Environment and 
Climate Change (DECC) has prepared Draft Recovery Plan for Pimelea spicata and is currently 
preparing a Recovery Plan for the Cumberland Plain Vegetation Communities.   
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This Plan of Management and the future management of the Reserve needs to take into 
account any actions within these Recovery Plans.  Public authorities, such as Council, cannot 
make decisions which are inconsistent with the provisions of these Plans (LGA 1993). 
 
Recovery Plan – Pimelea spicata 
TEC (2007) found that the overall recovery objectives in the Draft Recovery Plan for Pimelea 
spicata are: 
 
� Conserve P. spicata using land-use and conservation planning mechanisms; 
� Identify and minimise the operation of threats at sites where P. spicata occurs; 
� Implement a survey and monitoring program that will provide information on the extent and 

viability of P. spicata; 
� Provide the community with information that assists in conserving the species; 
� Raise awareness of the species and involve the community in the recovery program; and 
� Promote research questions that will assist future management decisions. 
 
Key Threatening Processes 
Key Threatening Processes as described by TEC (2007), listed under the TSC Act which may 
apply to Faulkland Crescent Reserve include: 
� Removal of dead wood and dead trees; 
� Competition and grazing by the feral European rabbit; 
� Clearing of native vegetation; 
� Bush rock removal; 
� Predation by the Red Fox Vulpes vulpes; 
� Predation by Feral Cats; 
� Invasion of native plant communities by exotic perennial grasses; and 
� High frequency fire resulting in the disruption of life cycle processes in plants and animals 

and 
� Loss of vegetation structure and composition. 

4.1.3 SEPP 19 – Bushland in Urban Areas 

The bushland contained within Faulkland Crescent Reserve must be managed in accordance 
with the aims and objectives of the State Environmental Planning Policy No.19 - Bushland in 
Urban Areas (SEPP 19).  Total Earth Care (2007) as part of its flora & fauna survey, note that 
SEPP 19 aims to, amongst other things, “protect and preserve bushland” within the urban areas 
of Sydney.   

4.1.4 Council’s goals and objectives for open space  

Blacktown City Council’s 2007 - 2010 Management Plan identifies the following objectives in 
relation to the planning and provision of open space and recreational facilities throughout 
Blacktown. 
 
� “Manage and develop facilities to improve the function, safety and utilisation of parks and 

reserves for the benefit of residents and visitors.”  
 
� “Provide recreational and community services that reflect the changing demographics and 

lifestyles of our residents.” 
 
� “Provide public open spaces that meet the social and environmental needs of our city” 
 
These goals and strategies have been used to guide the outcomes of this Plan.  
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4.1.5 Council objectives for bushland 

The Blacktown City Council Regeneration and Revegetation Strategy outlines objectives for the 
management of bushland areas such as those found within the Reserve. 
 
� To manage each remnant as a single ecosystem for the purposes of bushland 

management. 
� To provide, operate and maintain bushland management works or structures required for 

economic and effective conservation of remnant ecological communities. 
� To record and evaluate information on the remnant’s history and on-going management 

practices, and apply that information to bushland management and to assessment of 
performance. 

� To monitor, record and evaluate scientific information required to manage bushland 
operations efficiently. 

� To monitor, record and evaluate socio-economic information to assist in managing bushland 
maintenance operations, and to use that information in assessing performance and in 
managing adaptively. 

� Develop plans to implement site specific Bushland Management with maximum 
effectiveness. 

� Provide ongoing support to the community volunteer bushcare program to assist in the 
ongoing management of the bushland remnants. 

� Identify and manage major threatening processes that will affect the implementation of 
Regeneration and Revegetation programs such as fire, weeds, feral animals, vandalism, 
drought and flood. 

 
Bush Care Objectives 
In addition, the following specific objectives, consistent with the Regeneration and Revegetation 
Strategy, have been identified for the local bush care group, which is active in Faulkland 
Crescent Reserve. 
 
� Prepare work plans 
� Identify roles and responsibilities 
� Enhance volunteer numbers 
� Publicise the group through local community 
� Provide acknowledgement of work 

4.2 Community values and community consultation findings 

Values are attributes which are highly regarded or important to people.  The community has 
expressed how the Reserve is important to them by articulating their values and concerns 
during Council consultation with the community in September 2007 (Refer Appendix A). 
 
As this Plan of Management is based on the community's values, the desired outcomes and 
management strategies and actions developed address these values and community desires.   

4.2.1 Community values 

Those attributes within the Reserve that the Council & community valued most highly included; 
 
Natural heritage 
� Natural landscape and bushland 
� Green corridor  
� Wildlife 
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Environmental Quality 
� Aspect and views 
� Open space areas 
� Peace & quiet 
� Safe environment  
� Appearance 
� Heritage 
 
Recreation opportunities 
� Play opportunities 
� Space for exercise 
� Walking 
� Dog walking and off-leash area 
 
Access & Location 
� Proximity, close to home 
� Size, large area 
� Through access 
� Multiple access points 
 
Social opportunity 
� Family activities 
� Meet with friends 

4.2.2 Consultation findings 

During the consultation process carried out by Council in 2007 both the Council and members 
of the community expressed a range of desires for the future of Faulkland Crescent Reserve.  
Their comments and contribution have been taken into consideration in the development of this 
Plan of Management and Landscape Master Plan. 
 
As many of the responses from the community contradicted each other it is impossible to satisfy 
all the requests of the community members who took the time to respond during the 
consultation.  However, the final plans for Faulkland Crescent Reserve aim to achieve a 
balance between the varying wishes of the community and the ongoing maintenance and safety 
issues of Council. 

4.3 Community’s desired outcomes 

The local community expressed its objectives and desired outcomes for the Reserve through 
written comments to Council and a community meeting (refer Appendix A).  The main items they 
considered important about the reserve are summarized as follows: 
 
� Over 96% of those responding used the Reserve 
� Many residents appreciate the Reserves current character & facilities 
� Walking is the most popular activity 
� Dog walking a popular activity and the off leash area is highly valued 
� The new playground is highly used and valued 
� The majority use the Reserve for both active and passive activities 
� The views from the hill top is most important 
� The peace and quiet are enjoyed 
� Open space, grass and bushland is appreciated 
� A wide variety of ages, from young children to elderly use the Reserve 
� Further improvements and development are desired 
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� An increased standard/ frequency of maintenance is desired. 
 

Many Reserve users and local residents indicated strongly that the Reserve should be kept “as 

it is”, with some minor improvements desired.  Suggested improvements included: 

 

� Designs should be simple & understated 

� Walking and bicycle trails 

� More planting and bushland areas  

� New tree planting should respect existing views 

� Seating to appreciate the view 

� Picnic areas 

� Exercise or fitness trail 

� A new or larger playground 

� Shelters and picnic tables 

� Rubbish bins and dog poo bins 

� A desire was expressed for fencing the off leash dog area 
 

4.4 Vision statement  

Consideration of Council’s corporate goals, community values, and the desired outcomes of the 

community for the reserve outlined above have culminated in a vision for Faulkland Crescent 

Reserve for the future. The vision is:  

 

“Faulkland Crescent Reserve will be a peaceful, well maintained open space that retains its 

semi-natural state and bushland character. The Reserve will be accessible and safe for 

everyone in the community to harmoniously enjoy a variety of informal recreational activities”. 

4.5 Role of the Reserve  

The role of the reserve is to provide for the needs of the nearby community.  No single park in 

Blacktown will fulfil all the roles that the community expects open space to play, so parks must 

be flexible and provide diverse opportunities to satisfy the community’s needs.  

 

Consultation indicated Faulkland Crescent Reserve is a neighbourhood park, requiring 

rationalisation to define bushland areas from open grassland with a need for improved access. 

  

Key roles Related roles 

Diversity in recreational opportunities Casual recreation (active eg. Cycling/walking/dog 

exercise) 

Casual recreation (passive eg. picnic areas) 

Accessibility Safety 

Pedestrian link to residential areas and main entry 

points 

Environmental qualities Aboriginal & cultural heritage 

Archaeological heritage  

Natural heritage  

Visual quality 

Remote from traffic/ noise 
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Based on the community values and desired outcomes for the Reserve, the future specific roles 

for Faulkland Crescent Reserve are: 

 

� Provide local open space for the Kings Park community to enjoy informal and passive 

recreation. 

� Provide an area for family recreation. 

� Provide a pedestrian and cycleway link as part of an open space and pedestrian/cycleway 

network.  

� Preserve components of the Aboriginal and Natural history of Blacktown. 

� Preserve local bushland and Endangered Ecological Communities  

� Provide for off-leash dog exercise  

 

4.6 Management objectives  

Following on from the vision for managing Faulkland Crescent Reserve, Blacktown Council’s 

objectives for the Reserve are to:  

 

� Retain the Reserve’s natural landscape and bushland.  

� Encourage bush regeneration and participation in bush care groups. 

� Maintain the open space and facilities within the Reserve to a standard acceptable to 

Reserve users and the local community. 

� Conserve the cultural heritage significance of the Reserve. 

� Continue to provide opportunities for a wide range of informal recreation activities that 

meet the community’s current and future needs, regardless of age, sex, culture or level of 

ability. 

� Provide opportunities within the Reserve for passive recreation, and to enjoy peace and 

quiet. 

� Ensure the safety of Reserve users. 

� Ensure access to and within the Reserve for all members of the community. 
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5.0 MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES AND ACTION PLAN 

5.1 Management strategies  

This section sets out management strategies to address management issues, consistent with 

the objectives, community values, desired roles of the Reserve, and the vision for the Reserve 

outlined previously in Section 4.  

 

Issues regarding current and future management of Faulkland Crescent Reserve were identified 

through the site description and assessment, and were raised during consultation with the 

community, Council staff and other stakeholders.   

 

Issues, and strategies to address each issue, are outlined in Table 5.1 below according to the 

value of the Reserve to which they relate.  The means by which Council will implement actions 

to achieve these strategies are further outlined in the Action Plan in Section 5.2.  

 

Table 5.1  Management strategies to address issues  
 

Value Issue  Strategy  

Natural Heritage   

Natural Landscape, the 
bushland 

� To maintain Reserve as a 
bushland reserve, green 
corridor 

� Develop & implement 
master plan to enhance the 
existing landscape values of 
the Reserve. 

 � Protect existing landscape 
from degradation 

� Control erosion and 
promote revegetation of 
disturbed areas 

Wildlife, the flora and fauna � Residents desire to 
maintain and protect 
indigenous flora and fauna. 

� Prepare Bushland 
Management Plan (BMP).  

 � Maintain and protect 
threatened species & 
communities including the 
management of Pimelea 
spicata 

� Implement Recovery Plan 
objectives 

 � Protect endangered 
ecological communities. 

 

� Implement 
recommendations of Flora & 
Fauna Assessment 

 � Future regeneration of 
bushland 

� Implement bush 
regeneration strategies 

 � Regeneration of bushland � Encourage the regeneration 
of indigenous plants. 

 � Continued community 
involvement in Reserve  

� Promote community 
involvement & eduction, eg, 
bush care group 

 � Encourage flora & fauna, & 
protect from predation 

� Provide habitat for fauna & 
control feral animals 

 � Control of dogs in bushland 
areas  

� Exclude domestic animals 
from bushland zones  
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Environmental Quality   

Open space, planting and bush 
areas,  

� Community desire to retain 
open space areas 

� Develop scheme which 
retains open space areas 

 � To retain existing landscape 
character of Reserve 

� Develop a planting scheme 
to enhance the existing 
landscape values of the 
Reserve. 

 � Community desire to retain 
and supplement plantings of 
trees and shrubs to provide 
shade, shelter & screening. 

� Provide additional tree & 
shrub planting for shade 
and screening. 

Aspect and views � Maintain views into and out 
of Reserve 

� Maintain view corridors 
within the Reserve. 

Heritage � Preserve the existing 
heritage values of the site 

� Identify and protect items of 
heritage value  

Safe environment � Ensure safe work 
environments within reserve  

� Provide a safe environment 
for Reserve workers,  
implement Asbestos 
Materials Management 
Plan. 

 � Community desire for a safe 
recreation area 

� Provide a safe environment 
for Reserve users 

Appearance, clean and tidy � Community desire that the 
Reserve be well maintained. 

� Ensure the Reserve is 
regularly maintained to an 
acceptable level. 

Peace and Quiet � Community desire to retain 
peaceful, quiet character of 
Reserve. 

� Ensure new activities do 
note unduly affect peace & 
quiet of reserve & surrounds 

Recreational opportunity    

Variety of activities, space for 
walking and informal exercise.  

� A wide range of activities 
take place in the Reserve 
which are not always 
compatible with other uses. 

� Ensure permitted uses are 
consistent with the function 
of the Reserve, principally 
for passive recreation. 

 � Residents enjoy a wide 
range of passive recreation 
activities, including walking 
in the Reserve. 

� Provide a range of 
recreation opportunities in 
the Reserve for passive 
recreation, walking, picnics, 
viewing, with paths and 
associated seating. 

 � Some activities, such as ball 
games, conflict with passive 
uses of the Reserve.  

� Identify suitable areas for 
casual spontaneous active 
recreation, eg. ball games, 
frisbee 

Dog walking and off-leash area � Community desire to retain 
off-leash area 

� Continue to provide off-
leash area 

 � Dogs off-leash dogs in 
Reserve, off-leash area 
unclear 

� Clearly identify off-leash 
dog exercise area, provide 
signage 

 � Some owners don’t clean 
up after dogs. 

� Provide signage & bins to 
off-leash area 

Play opportunities � Community values 
playground facilities 

� Retain existing playground, 
monitor community desire 
for increase facilities. 
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Access & location   

Accessibility � Proximity of Reserve to 
homes, the through access 
and multiple access points, 
its size and location  

� Retain & improve access 
points to Reserve. 

 
 

 � Not all residents know the 
Reserves location and how 
to access it. 

� Increased community 
awareness of the location of 
the Reserve. 

 � Community desire for better 
access through the Reserve 

� Provide pathway system 
throughout Reserve to 
major entry points. 

 � Community desire for better 
access for walking and 
cycling, both to & through 
the Reserve 

� Provide walking &/or cycling 
paths 

Social opportunity   

Meeting place for family 
activities and friends 

� Reserve provides a meeting 
place for families & friend 

� Provide opportunities for 
informal group activities 

 � Community knowledge of 
the Reserve 

� Increase community 
awareness of the 
community/ recreation 
opportunities available in 
the Reserve. 

 � Opportunities to contribute 
to community 

� Promote community 
involvement including, bush 
care group 

Volunteering opportunities 
provided in the Reserve. 

� Reserve provides an 
opportunity for local 
residents to volunteer to 
improve their local 
environment. 

� Promote and support the 
existing bushcare group. 
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5.2 Action Plan  

5.2.1 Landscape Master Plan 

The Landscape Master Plan for Faulkland Crescent Reserve is presented in Figure 5.1.  The 

Landscape Master Plan illustrates the works and actions in the following Action Plan that are 

proposed to be implemented to achieve the objectives and desired outcomes for the Reserve.  

 

5.2.2 Action Plan  

The management strategies and actions to resolve management issues (consistent with the 

community's values for the Reserves) and to implement the Landscape Master Plan are 

presented in the following tables.  Table headings are explained as follows: 

 

Value: community values of the Reserve, as described in Section 4.2. 

 

Objective: related to Council and community and core objectives for the 

Reserve (Section 4).  

 

Performance target: goal, objective or desired outcome for addressing issues, 

consistent with community value.  

 

Means to achieve: specific task or action required to achieve the performance target, 

consistent with the strategy.  

 

Priority: importance or urgency of the action, rated as: 

 

• Immediate  

• High 

• Medium  

• Low  

 

Assessment of  how Council intends to measure its performance in 

performance: implementing and achieving the action.  
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Figure 5.1 Master Plan 

 



Plan of Management 
Reserve 464 – Faulkland Crescent Reserve   
 
 
 

 
 
Guy Sturt & Associates Pty Ltd  34 
August 2008 

5.2.3 Action Plans 

Table 5.2 Value: Natural Heritage 
 
OBJECTIVE 

Maintain and enhance the natural environment, the endemic flora and fauna within the Reserve, manage the threatened species in accordance with the 
Recovery Plans and the Priority Action Statement. 
 

 

PERFORMANCE TARGETS MEANS TO ACHIEVE PRIORITY ASSESSMENT OF PERFORMANCE 

Develop & implement master 
plan to enhance the existing 
landscape values of the 
Reserve 

� Prepare & develop master plan to enhance the existing 
landscape values of the Reserve. 

High � Master plan finalised. 

Control erosion and promote 
revegetation of disturbed 
areas 

� Assess erosion and prepare detailed erosion control design 
and implement as funding allows  

� Revegetate eroded or bare areas. 
� Assess stabilisation & erosion control to creekline and 

overland flow paths and prepare detailed design and 
implement as funding allows 

� Revegetate eroded creeklines in endemic creek species. 
� Revegetate wet areas & drainage swales in endemic 

macrophyte species, prepare detailed design and implement 
as funding allows. 

Medium 
 
Medium 
Medium 
 
 
Medium 
Low 

� Erosion assessed, report prepared 
 
� Revegetation established. 
� Erosion controlled 
 
 
� Revegetation established  
� Revegetation established 

Prepare Bushland 
Management Plan for 
Faulkland Crescent Reserve. 

� Prepare a bushland management plan (BMP) to plan both 
revegetation and regeneration activities. 

� Incorporate suitable endemic species list in BMP. 
� Ensure all relevant Council staff and Contractors working on 

site are aware if actions required by the BMP. 
 
� Location of potential Pimelea spicata habitat to inform BMP 

actions. 
� Flora & Fauna Assessment (TEC 2007) to inform BMP 

High 
 
High 
High 
 
 
High 
 
High 

� Bushland Management Plan 
prepared. 

� Species list prepared 
� BMP in place and all staff & 

Contractors working under 
guidelines. 

� Location of P. spicata included in 
BMP 

� Information from Assessment 
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actions. included in BMP 

Implement objectives of 
Recovery Plans to ensure 
protection of areas of the 
endangered ecological 
community Cumberland Plain 
Woodland.  

� Implement objectives of Recovery Plans as they come into 
effect.  

� Update the management actions when required under the 
Act to reflect the objectives of the Recovery Plan for the 
Cumberland Plain Woodland, when it becomes available 

� Review Plan of Management & objectives upon release of 
final Recovery Plan 

� Ensure all relevant Council staff and Contractors working on 
site are aware of actions required by the Recovery Plans 

Ongoing 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
Ongoing 
 
Ongoing 

� Objectives of Recovery Plan being 
implemented. 

� Update Action Plan when Recovery 
Plans come into effect. 

 
� Review Plan of Management & 

objectives. 
� Staff notified and working 

documents including BMP are 
updated. 

Implement recommendations 
of the Flora & Fauna 
Assessment & Priority Action 
Statement (TEC 2007), to 
protect endangered species, 
including Pimelea spicata. 

� Undertake recommendations of the Flora & Fauna 
Assessment (TEC 2007). 

� Location & number of specimens of Pimelea spicata to be 
noted by Reserve management and protection measures 
implemented. 

� Ensure all relevant Council staff and Contractors working on 
site are aware of protection of endangered species and 
carrying out actions recommended. 

� Identify threats & incorporate site-specific threat abatement 
measures to address specific threats. 

� Continuing of the current no-mow management regime. 
� Investigate potential fencing of areas of in-situ individuals to 

restrict access into these areas and minimise trampling. 
� Control weeds in P. spicata habitat 
� Restrict herbicide use within areas mapped as potential 

habitat. 
� Investigate a Fire Management Plan within the Reserve 

which is sensitive to natural fire regimes of Shale Hills 
Woodland and Pimelea spicata. 

� Respond to other threats as they arise including potential 
grazing and potential rubbish and garden refuse dumping. 

� Implement a program of monitoring for P. spicata 
� Targeted annual monitoring for P. spicata individuals. Survey 

High 
 
High 
 
 
High 
 
 
High 
 
High 
High 
 
High 
High 
 
High 
 
 
High 
 
High 
High 

� Recommendations carried out 
 
� Pimelea spicata specimens 

monitored and surviving.  
 
� All relevant Council staff and 

Contractors working on site are 
aware of actions required. 

� Threat abatement measures 
identified & incorporated in BMP. 

� No-mow management  
� Fencing program in place 
 
� Weeds under control 
� Herbicide restricted, alternative 

methods for weed removal in place. 
� Fire Management assessed, 

conduct supervised control burns 
subject to approval. 

� Threats being identified & response 
in place. 

� Monitoring plan implemented 
� Monitoring undertaken 
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effort should be at least one hour per one hectare of suitable 
habitat. Monitoring to be conducted using the ‘Random 
Meander’ method and to include a stem count of individuals 
and an estimation of area. Surveying to be conducted 
preferably during flowering times,  

� Assessment of seedling establishment and survivorship (per 
Priority Action Statement, TEC 2007) through establishment 
of permanent monitoring quadrats. The dimensions and 
method of such monitoring should be designed in 
consultation with DECC, however may include replicate 1m x 
1m quadrats monitored annually 

� Council to consider leaflet drops to the surrounding 
community, signage within the Reserve, and involvement of 
the community in recovery and monitoring of P spicata within 
the Reserve. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
High 
 
 
 
 
 
High 

 
 
 
 
 
� Monitoring quadrats established. 
 
 
 
 
 
� Community notification strategy 

developed & in place. 

Encourage the regeneration of 
indigenous plants 

� Continue to undertake bush regeneration works 
� Maintain the no-mow practices within sections of the 

Reserve, with an aim to expand the current no-mow areas 
and commence no-mow practices in other areas within the 
Reserve. 

� Monitor the regeneration of understorey in no-mow areas. 
� Implement management practices which aim to supplement 

natural regeneration including planting of understorey 
species.  

� All regeneration activities conducted should be consistent 
with the practices defined in Recovering Bushland on the 
Cumberland Plain: Best practice Guidelines for the 
management and restoration of bushland 

High 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
Ongoing 
Ongoing 
 
 
Ongoing 

� Bush regeneration continuing 
� No-mow practices in place. 
 
 
 
� Monitoring program in place. 
� Program of planting in place 
 
 
� Activities in place & BMP consistent 

with Best Practice Guidelines. 

Promote community 
involvement & education 

� Promote Bushcare group within the local community, 
through notices in reserve on Councils website and local 
papers. 

� Encourage community participation in Bushcare group, 
enhance volunteer numbers  

High 
 
 
High 
 

� Community information strategy in 
place, including notices & signage. 

 
� Awareness program implemented. 
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� Provide acknowledgement of work effort, for example 
through signage and notices in local press. 

� Educate all staff, bush regenerators and contractors working 
in the Reserve, all operating within the Reserve should be 
made aware of the conservation significance of the 
bushland, plants and animals within the reserve. 

� Community should be made aware, through signage & 
notices, of the conservation significance of the bushland, 
plants and animals within the reserve. 

� Raise awareness of the Pimelea spicata and involve the 
community in the recovery program. 

High 
 
Ongoing 
 
 
 
Medium 
 
 
High 

� Community/ Staff feedback. 
�  
� Education program in place. 
 
 
 
� Signage in place. 
 
 
� Community program & information 

strategy in place. 

Provide habitat for fauna & 
control feral animals  

� Provide supplementary nesting habitat in the Reserve using 
suitable endemic species from BMP.  

� Implement a feral animal control program 
� Control predation of native wildlife 
� Control grazing by feral rabbits  
� Maintain and monitor fauna nest boxes within the SHW 

areas, delegate responsibility for nest box 
maintenance/monitoring 

Ongoing 
 
Ongoing 
Ongoing 
Ongoing 
Ongoing 

� Nesting habitat species increasing 
 
� Control program in place. 
� Control program in place. 
� Control program in place. 
� Fauna nest boxes installed and 

success monitored. 

Exclude domestic animals 
from bushland areas 

� Delineate off-leash area to separate bushland from dogs  
� Educate local residents through signage & notices regarding 

control of domestic animals near bushland. 

High 
High 

� Off-leash area signposted & fenced. 
� Signage & notices in place. 
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Table 5.3 Value: Environmental Quality 
 

OBJECTIVE 

Ensure Faulkland Crescent Reserve is a visually attractive, clean, tidy and useable open space area 
which respects the ecological values, and the natural and cultural heritage of the site. 

 

PERFORMANCE TARGETS MEANS TO ACHIEVE PRIORITY ASSESSMENT OF PERFORMANCE 

Develop a landscape scheme 
which retains areas of open 
space. 

� Prepare & develop master plan to retain open space areas 
within the Reserve. 

High � Open space areas designed into 
Master Plan. 

Develop a planting scheme to 
enhance the existing 
landscape values of the 
Reserve. 

� Prepare & develop the master plan to enhance the existing 
landscape values of the Reserve. 

� Plant trees to provide succession planting to the mature 
endemic trees throughout the Reserve. 

� Develop a consistent and endemic planting scheme for the 
Reserve.  

High 
 
High 
 
High 
 

� Master plan finalised. 
 
� Ensure trees established. 
 
� Planting scheme developed. 

Provide additional tree and 
shrub planting for shade and 
amenity.  

� Plant appropriate trees/shrubs to provide shade to 
proposed seating and picnic areas. 

� Plant appropriate endemic trees/shrubs/ groundcovers in 
bushland zones. 

Medium 
 
High 
 

� Ensure planting established. 
 
� Ensure planting is of suitable 

endemic species. 

Maintain view corridors within 
the Reserve. 

� Develop planting scheme to address protecting existing view 
corridors. 

Medium � View corridors preserved. 

Identify and protect items of 
heritage value 
 
 

� Define & protect archaeologically sensitive area (internal 
Council document only) 

� Carry out salvage excavation prior to any new works within 
the area 

� Educate contractors, staff and bushcare group  

High 
 
High 
 
High 

� Documentation prepared. 
 
� Salvage policy for new works in 

place 
� Staff and workers notified 

Provide a safe environment for 
Reserve workers 

� Assist Council and Contractors to comply with the prohibition 
of asbestos and prevent human exposure to any possible 
hidden asbestos cement debris encountered on site 

� Implement AMP (Asbestos Management Plan) 
� Undertake recommendation of AMP to ensure the workplace 

is free of asbestos materials. 
� Ensure OH & S provisions include the site specific AMP 

High  
 
 
High 
High 
 
High 

� All Council staff and Contractor 
working on site are informed of 
AMP. 

� AMP in place.  
� No incidents reported, workplace 

free of asbestos materials 
� AMP objectives included in OH & S 
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� The Site Manager(s) responsible for the Faulkland Crescent 

Reserve shall hold the AMP on site as required or at the 
designated works depot. It is to be made available to any 
persons having a legitimate interest in it. All personal that are 
likely to be involved in works with the site are to have read 
this document. 

 
Ongoing 

provisions. 
� Copy of AMP held at depot & on 

site during works. 

Provide a safe environment for 
Reserve users 

� Ensure safety is considered when developing the Master 
Plan & further detailed design.  

� Provide regular ranger patrols. 
� Ensure new planting allows for views into the Reserve for 

passive surveillance. 
� Provide regular maintenance. 

High 
 
Ongoing 
High 
 
High 

� Safety of users considered. 
 
� Patrols in places. 
� Planting considers passive 

surveillance. 
� Maintenance being carried out. 

Ensure the Reserve is 
regularly maintained to an 
acceptable level. 

� Closely monitor the Reserves appearance and revise 
maintenance schedules as required. 

� Implement a level of maintenance appropriate to the level of 
the provision of new plantings and facilities in accordance 
with adopted Council maintenance schedules and 
processes. 

High 
 
High 

� Maintenance being carried out, 
community & staff feedback 

� Community/ Staff feedback 

Ensure new activities do note 
unduly affect peace & quiet of 
reserve & surrounds 

� Consider noise levels of activities when developing master 
plan & detailed design. 

High � Master plan & future detailed 
design have considered noise 
levels.  
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Table 5.4 Value: Recreation opportunities 
 

OBJECTIVE 

Provide opportunities for a wide range of informal recreational and cultural activities in the Reserve that are legal, safe, and do not unduly conflict with 
other uses of the Reserve.  

 

PERFORMANCE TARGETS MEANS TO ACHIEVE PRIORITY ASSESSMENT OF PERFORMANCE 

Ensure permitted uses are 
consistent with the recreation 
function of the Reserve, 
principally for passive 
recreation. 

� Ensure all proposed & future uses are within objectives 
defined for the Reserve 

� Assess role of residence within the Reserve, determine 
future use, eg. demolition, rental or caretakers cottage. 

� Remove / relocate fencing & decrease size of Residence 
private land, to open up views & access through Reserve. 

� Consider closure of Road Reserve at Garling Road & 
classification as community land. 

High 
 
Medium 
 
Medium 
 
Low 

� Master plan & any detailed design 
are within objectives. 

� Report prepared on future of 
Residence. 

� Fencing removed &/or relocated. 
 
� Report prepared, Road Reserve 

included in Reserve. 

Provide a range of recreation 
opportunities in the Reserve 
for passive recreation, picnics, 
viewing and associated 
seating. 

� Create viewing points with associated picnic table, shelters 
and seating.  

� Provide bubblers for all Reserve users. 
� Variety of seating options 
� Provide picnic facilities  
� Provide seating, including shaded seating near popular 

facilities. 

Medium  
 
Medium 
Medium 
Medium 
High 

� Viewing points/picnic areas installed 
 
� Bubblers installed 
� Seating installed 
� Picnic areas installed 
� Seating installed 

Identify suitable areas for 
casual spontaneous active 
recreation, eg. ball games, 
frisbee. 

� Master plan & future detailed design to identify & include 
areas for casual games. 

Medium � Areas for casual games included in 
master plan & future plans. 

Continue to provide off-leash 
dog exercise area within the 
Reserve and notify users of 
responsibilities. 

� Define leash free area, though fencing & signage. 
� Educate owners regarding responsible dog ownership 
� Provide signage outlining permitted areas, disposal of dog 

waste, no dogs near playground, picnic areas. 
� Provide signs warning of penalties  
� Encourage dog owners to self-police. 

High 
High 
High 
 
High 
Medium 

� Area fenced, signs installed. 
� Signage & notices installed. 
� Signage installed. 
 
� Signage installed. 
� Community informed. 

Clearly identify off-leash dog 
exercise area.  

� Define leash free area, with signage & maps. 
� Provide additional signage at major entry points to identify off 

High 
High 

� Area fenced, signs installed. 
� Signage installed. 



Plan of Management 
Reserve 464 – Faulkland Crescent Reserve   
 
 
 

 
 
Guy Sturt & Associates Pty Ltd  41 
August 2008 

leash zones.  
� Determine most critical locations for signage in consultation 

with dog owners and install signage. 
� Monitor activity and provide patrols of area. 

 
High 
 
Ongoing 

�  
� Sign locations determined, signs 

installed. 
� Patrols taking place. 

Provide signage & facilities for 
dogs & owners. 

� Provide dog bins and doggy bag dispensers at major entry 
points, locate in consultation with dog owners 

� Install additional bins, and bins at entry points to park 
� Ensure bins are regularly emptied 
� Ensure sufficient biodegradable bags are available at all 

times. 
� Educate dog owners to pick up waste through appropriate 

signage. 
� Provide signs warning of penalties for not disposing of dog 

waste properly. 
� Provide protected seating / gathering area for owners. 
� Install bubblers with facility for dog bowls. 

Medium  
 
Medium  
High 
High 
 
Medium 
 
Medium 
 
Medium 
Medium 

� Dog bins and doggy bag dispensers 
installed. 

� Dog bins & dispensers installed. 
� Bins regularly emptied & monitored. 
� Bags refilled & monitored. 
 
� Signage installed. 
 
� Signage installed. 
 
� Sheltered seating area installed. 
� Bubblers installed. 

Retain existing playground, 
monitor community desire for 
increased facilities. 

� Existing playground retained & maintained to Australian 
Standard. 

� Monitor community desire for further play equipment. 

High 
 
Low 

� Maintenance program in place. 
 
� Community feedback 
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Table 5.5 Value: Access & location 
 

OBJECTIVE 

Increase community awareness and access to the Reserve, maintaining and enhancing the existing access points, whilst providing convenient access 
throughout the Reserve, for all sections of the community. 
 

 

PERFORMANCE TARGETS MEANS TO ACHIEVE PRIORITY ASSESSMENT OF PERFORMANCE 

Increased community 
awareness of the location of 
the Reserve  

� Develop community notification program in local press & on 
Council website. 

� Provide signage at Reserve entries. 

Medium 
 
High 

� Notification in place. 
 
� Signage installed. 

Retain & improve access & 
entry points to the Reserve 

� Provide attractive and welcoming entrances to the Reserve. 
� Prepare detailed design and implement as funding allows. 
� Upgrade the main entry points at Garling Road and 

Faulkland Crescent with appropriate signage, planting and 
hardscape treatments. 

� Remove log barriers breaking up Reserve areas and limiting 
free circulation (subject to maintenance access assessment). 

� Open up access & views through Reserve near Residence, 
remove &/or relocate fencing. 

Medium 
High 
Medium 
 
 
High 
 
Medium 

� Entry points constructed. 
� Detail designs developed. 
� Entries & access upgraded with 

signage and landscape installed 
 
� Log barriers removed. 
 
� Fencing removed or relocated. 
 

Provide pathway system 
throughout Reserve to link 
major entry points and 
activities. 

� Prepare detailed design and implement as funding allows  
� Path system to connect all pedestrian entries to Reserve. 
� Provision of all weather concreted pedestrian access through 

reserve. 
� Provide accessible entries & paths in the Reserve for less 

mobile users. 
� Provide new pedestrian access at northern section of 

Reserve at Madagascar Drive. 
� Designate maintenance access routes (in consultation with 

maintenance teams) to minimize erosion and protect 
bushland areas. 

High 
High 
High 
 
High 
 
Medium 
 
High 

� Detail designs developed. 
� Path network installed  
� Paths installed 
 
� Accessible entries & paths installed. 
 
� Pedestrian access constructed 
� Routes mapped, all Council staff 

and Contractors working on site are 
aware & following designated 
routes. 
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Provide walking & cycling 
paths 

� Provide paths to encourage walking or cycling as the primary 
means of travelling to the Reserve. 

� Ensure paths are well signposted from Faulkland Crescent, 
Madagascar Drive, Garling Road & Sunnyholt Road. 

� Install bicycle racks at key entry points eg. Children’s 
playground, new Garling Road carpark area. 

Medium 
 
Medium 
 
Medium 
 

� Paths installed 
 
� Directional signage installed. 
 
� Bicycle racks installed. 
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Table 5.6 Value: Social Opportunity 
 

OBJECTIVE 

Promote community involvement in the Reserve and provide for a diverse range of social opportunities amongst Reserve users and the community. 
 

 

PERFORMANCE TARGETS MEANS TO ACHIEVE PRIORITY ASSESSMENT OF PERFORMANCE 

Provide opportunities for 
informal group activities 

� Develop Master Plan to provide areas for informal group 
activities. 

Medium � Informal group activities taking 
place. 

Increased community 
awareness of the location of 
the Reserve and community/ 
recreation opportunities 
available in the Reserve.  

� Promote volunteer involvement in local Bushcare group 
� Promote community events in the Reserve through 

community information avenues, including local newspapers 
and the Neighbourhood Centres. 

� Include recreation opportunities available in the Reserve in 
relevant Council promotional literature.  

Ongoing 
Ongoing 
 
 
Ongoing 
 

� Increase Bushcare participation. 
� Increased frequency of and 

attendance at community events 
held in the Reserve.  

� Increase in the number of visitors to 
the Reserve.  

Promote community 
involvement, including 
Bushcare groups, in the 
Reserve 

� Promote community involvement in the Reserve through 
community information avenues, including local newspapers, 
Council website and notices on site. 

Ongoing � Increase community participation in 
Reserve projects and Bushcare 
group. 

Promote and support the 
existing Bushcare group. 

� Promote the Bushcare group through community information 
avenues, including local newspapers, Council website and 
notices on site. 

Ongoing � Increased community participation 
in Bushcare group and its projects. 
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6.0 IMPLEMENTATION AND REVIEW 

6.1 Future use and development  

6.1.1 Community land  

Section 36 (3A)(b) of the Local Government Act, 1993 requires that a Plan of Management that 

applies to just one area of community land must specify how the land will be permitted to be 

used in the future.  These requirements are outlined below in Table 6.1.  

 

Table 6.1 Permitted uses in Faulkland Crescent Reserve 

Purposes for which the land, and 

any such buildings or 

improvements, will be permitted to 

be used. 

Recreation purposes, including informal recreation 

activities, in accordance with community preferences 

for activities that should be or not be permitted in the 

Reserve and the core objectives for land categorised 

as a park, natural area bushland & general 

community use (refer to Section 4.1.1).  

Purposes for which any further 

development of the land will be 

permitted, whether under lease or 

license or otherwise. 

Planned developments and improvements to 

Faulkland Crescent Reserve, based on consultation 

with the community and Reserve users, are shown 

on the Landscape Master Plan in Figure 5.1. 

 

Scale and intensity of any such 

permitted use or development. 

The scale and intensity of permitted developments 

are shown on the Landscape Master Plan in Figure 

5.1. 

The scale and intensity of permitted uses should 

generally be consistent with the scale and intensity 

of current use, and as specified by Council in licence 

agreements.  Increased use of the Reserve for 

recreational activities, such as community events, 

will be permitted where damage to the Reserve and 

inconvenience to local residents is minimised. 

 

6.2 Leases and licences  

6.2.1 What are leases, licences and other estates?  

The Local Government Act, 1993 allows Council to grant leases, licences and other estates 

over all or part of community land.  Leases and licences are a method of formalising the use of 

land and facilities.  Leases and licences can be held by groups such as community 

organisations and schools, and by commercial organisations or individuals providing facilities 

and/or services for profit.  

 

A lease will be typically required where exclusive use or control of all or part of Faulkland 

Crescent Reserve is desirable for effective management.  A lease may also be required due to 

the scale of investment in facilities, the necessity for security measures, or where the 

relationship between a major user and facilities in the Reserve justifies such security of tenure.   
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Licences allow multiple and non-exclusive use of an area.  A licence may be required where 

intermittent or short-term use or control of all or part of the Reserve is proposed.  A number of 

licences for different users can apply to the same area at the same time, provided there is no 

conflict of interest.  

 

The definition of "estate", under Section 21 of the Interpretation Act, 1987, includes other rights 

over land, such as easements, including "interest, charge, right, title, claim, demand, lien and 

encumbrance, whether at law or in equity".  

6.2.2 Existing leases, licences and other estates  

There are no existing leases of Faulkland Crescent Reserve.  Any temporary licence issued by 

Council before the adoption of this Plan of Management is hereby authorised.  A rental 

agreement currently exists between Blacktown Council and the occupiers of the residence in 

the Reserve.  

6.2.3 Authorisation of future leases and licences  

To comply with the Local Government Act 1993, this Plan of Management must clearly specify 

the leases, licences and other estates that are authorised on community land within Faulkland 

Crescent Reserve.  Terms and conditions of a lease or licence should reflect the interest of the 

Council, protect the public, and ensure proper management and maintenance. 

 

Occupation of community land  

Occupation of community land by leases, licences and other estates that apply to Faulkland 

Crescent Reserve are set out in Sections 46, 46A, 47, 47A, 47C and 47D of the Local 

Government Act, 1993.  In respect of community land in general, a lease, licence or other estate 

may only be granted within Faulkland Crescent Reserve for:  

 

a) short-term casual purposes, including the playing of a musical instrument or singing for a fee 

or reward, engaging in a trade or business, delivering a public address, commercial 

photographic sessions, picnics and private celebrations such as weddings and family 

gatherings, filming for cinema or television, and the agistment of stock.  However, the use or 

occupation of community land for these short-term casual purposes is permitted only if the 

activity does not involve erecting a permanent building or structure.  

 
b) Continuing rental agreement between Blacktown Council and the occupiers of the residence 

in the Reserve. 

6.3 Implementation 

All proposed development and building works consistent with the values, desired outcomes, 

strategies and actions in this Plan of Management (excluding activities associated with 

landscaping, gardening or bushfire hazard reduction, which are permitted without development 

consent under the Blacktown Council Local Environmental Plan 1988), would be subject to 

normal development and building applications in accordance with the Environmental Planning 

and Assessment Act, 1979 and the Blacktown Council Local Environmental Plan 1988. This 

Plan of Management and Landscape Master Plan would form an important part of the required 

Development and Building Applications for the proposed works. 
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6.4 Review  

Table 1.1 showed indicative time-frames for each section of this Plan of Management.  This 

Plan of Management should be reviewed every five to ten years (minor review at 5 years and 

comprehensive review at 10 years), and updated as necessary according to changing 

circumstances and to reflect changing community and Council priorities and issues.  Review of 

this Plan of Management should also take into account the outcomes of concurrent reviews of 

open space and recreation planning documents, and the Section 94 Contributions Plan.  

 

The Action Plan tables have a shorter life and therefore require more frequent reviews and 

updating. The Action Plan tables should be reviewed and revised every year in accordance with 

Council's budgets and changing priorities.  
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8.1 Appendix A: Consultation Report 
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8.2 Appendix B: Flora & Fauna Report (TEC 2007) 
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8.3 Appendix C: Asbestos Materials Management Plan 

 


