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MAVROPOLE 

The Hellenic story of the Blacktown City district 

Blacktown – Mavropole in Hellenic – has First Nations’ histories dating back tens of 

thousands of years. All history – particularly local history – is about people, their experiences 

and the decisions that derived from those experiences. This study explores the Hellenic story 

of the Blacktown City district, the contributions of Hellenism and of Hellene migrants and 

their descendants to this area, as well as the Hellenic influence evident in the toponyms, the 

shared Anzac heritage, the cuisine, expressions of faith, enterprise, sport and culture of 

Blacktown City. This study offers a panorama of the diverse Hellenic contributions to this 

part of Greater Western Sydney. 

The people of the Western Cumberland Plain referred to themselves as the Darug 

(also recorded as Dharug, Daruk, Dharuk and Dharruk). The three Clans of the Blacktown 

area included the Gomerigal (South Creek), the Wawarawarry (Eastern Creek), and the 

Warmuli (Prospect). The European presence began in April 1788, when Governor Arthur 

Philip visited the Prospect area for the first time. Colonisation began in February 1791, when 

Philip granted land to thirteen people at Prospect Hill, the first land grants in the Blacktown 

district.1 The Hellenic presence in the area begins with Major George Druitt, founder of 

Mount Druitt, to whom a Hellene convict had been assigned in the earl-1830s, the first pages 

of a rich, decades-long Hellenic story of the Blacktown City district. 

Blacktown’s ‘pirate’ 

The Australian Hellenic community traditionally dates its origins to 27 August 1829. On that 

day, seven young men who had been convicted of piracy and sentenced to transportation by 

the Royal Navy, arrived in Port Jackson aboard the barque Norfolk.2 Two years earlier, these 

sailors from the Aegean island of Hydra had stopped the Maltese-owned Alceste in the waters 

south of Krete and taken some items they thought would be useful. The British-flagged vessel 

had been transporting supplies to the Egyptian port of Alexandria, then in the hands of the 

Ottoman Turks. The Royal Navy tracked them down, captured them and took them to Malta, 

where Admiral Sir Edward Codrington convicted them of piracy. 

1 ‘History: Blacktown - The Region’ Visit Blacktown https://www.blacktownaustralia.com.au/visitor-

information/history/ 
2 ‘Jorghis Larizzos’ Convict Records https://convictrecords.com.au/convicts/larizzos/jorghis/18246 

https://www.blacktownaustralia.com.au/visitor-information/history/
https://www.blacktownaustralia.com.au/visitor-information/history/
https://convictrecords.com.au/convicts/larizzos/jorghis/18246
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LEFT: Admiral Sir Edward Codrington. 

 

After initial sentences of death, these were commuted to seven or fourteen years 

transportation. After a three month journey, Antonis tou Manoli, Damianos Ninis, Ghikas 

Voulgaris, Georgios Vasilakis, Konstantinos Stroumboulis, Nikolaos Papandreou and 

Georgios Laritsos set foot in the Sydney Cove Penal Colony. They were not pirates; they 

were pallikarria, freedom fighters in the Hellenic War of Independence. 

 

 

 

The seven Hellenes were assigned to various settlements around the Sydney colony: 

Ninis to the King’s Dockyard in Sydney Cove; Antonis to the vineyards on the estate of 

William Macarthur at Camden; Stroumboulis to Principal Superintendent of Convicts 

Frederick Augustus Hely; Vasilakis to Lachlan Macalister of Argyle3; Voulgaris to Colonial 

Secretary Alexander Macleay and Laritsos to Major Druitt. Setting the model for the 

 
3 The Argyle Estate extended from Taralga to Lake George NSW. 
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hundreds of thousands of Hellenes who followed them, the Hydran sailors need the skills 

learnt in their island home to develop and enhance their new hoe. Druitt was known for 

developing the area’s transport infrastructure and Laritsos doubtlessly contributed to this 

effort. 

Following their pardons in December 1836, five of them (including Laritsos) elected 

to return to a new independent Hellenic Kingdom, while Ghikas Voulgaris and Antonis tou 

Manoli made the colony of New South Wales their permanent home.4 

Settlement 

Over the century between Laritsos’ departure and the mass migration post-World War Two, 

an unknown number of Australian Hellenes spent time in the Blacktown district, some 

settling here, others passing through, following economic and other opportunities. One 

indication of the identities of some of these early Hellene settlers are the notifications in 

Sydney newspapers of Applications for Naturalisation. Under the Nationality and Citizenship 

Act 1948-1950, applications for Australian citizenship were Public Notices, published in the 

daily newspapers’ Classified sections. One early settler was Mr Peter Neromiliotis, also 

known as Peter Milios, born on the Hellenic island of Chios, migrating to Australia about 

1923, and living in Blacktown at the time of his application. 

LEFT: ‘Public Notices’ The Daily Telegraph 2 July 1953, page 34. 

At the most recent National Census (2016), 3,511 persons declared having ‘Greek’ 

ancestry and 481 ‘Cypriot’, about one per cent of the population of Blacktown City.5 The 

case of Peter Milios is illustrative of the Blacktown Hellenic community: Hellene migrants, 

4 Panayiotis Diamadis ‘The Greeks’ Sydney Journal. 3(2) December 2011 

https://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/index.php/sydney_journal/article/view/1714/2586  
5 ‘Blacktown City Ancestry’ Blacktown City Council https://profile.id.com.au/blacktown/ancestry?WebID=10 

https://epress.lib.uts.edu.au/index.php/sydney_journal/article/view/1714/2586
https://profile.id.com.au/blacktown/ancestry?WebID=10
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mostly from Hellas and Cyprus, but also countries such as Egypt, Romania, the states of the 

former Soviet Union and Turkey – have a very high rate of adopting Australian citizenship, 

typically abandoning the citizenship of the lands of their birth. They see it as a commitment 

to the land they selected to make their home, an act of loyalty.  

Minchinbury’s olive groves 

The oldest living Hellenic presence in Blacktown City are the twin rows of approximately 

100 olive trees planted by vigneron Leo Buring to line the driveway from the Great Western 

Highway to the inner entrance to the Minchinbury Winery in 1912. Clearly a fan of olive 

trees, Buring exalted the benefits of planting them in Australia to Sydney’s The Daily 

Telegraph newspaper, citing the health benefits of consuming olive oil, declaring: 

every producer should plant these trees, as they give splendid shelter, and the ripe 

fruit as it falls is largely devoured by the fowls and the oil and mineral acids the fruit 

contains act as a medicine for the poultry.6 

Fossilised pollen has been found in Macedonia and other places around the 

Mediterranean Sea, indicating that the olive is an original element of the Mediterranean flora. 

Fossilised leaves, branches and trunks recovered from the Hellenic island of Thera 

(Santorini) have been dated in approximately 60,000 years Before Present.7 Commercial 

olive cultivation on Krete and neighbouring Aegean islands date back to 3600 BCE.8 Hellas 

is the original home of the olive tree. Hellene colonists spread its cultivation as far as modern 

Italy, France and Spain, North Africa and the Levant. 

6 ‘The Soil. The Olive.’ The Daily Telegraph Saturday 25 August 1917, page 13. 
7 Iota Myrtsioti ‘Thera olive tree recounts life 60,000 years ago’ Kathimerini 27 November 2004 

https://www.ekathimerini.com/27590/article/ekathimerini/news/thera-olive-tree-recounts-life-60000-years-ago 
8 Dafna Langgut and others ‘The origin and spread of olive cultivation in the Mediterranean Basin: The fossil 

pollen evidence’ The Holocene Volume 29 Issue 5 1 May 2019, pages 902-922 

https://www.academia.edu/38542891/The_origin_and_spread_of_olive_cultivation_in_the_Mediterranean_Basi

n_the_fossil_pollen_evidence._Langgut_et_al._2019._HOLOCENE  

https://www.ekathimerini.com/27590/article/ekathimerini/news/thera-olive-tree-recounts-life-60000-years-ago
https://www.academia.edu/38542891/The_origin_and_spread_of_olive_cultivation_in_the_Mediterranean_Basin_the_fossil_pollen_evidence._Langgut_et_al._2019._HOLOCENE
https://www.academia.edu/38542891/The_origin_and_spread_of_olive_cultivation_in_the_Mediterranean_Basin_the_fossil_pollen_evidence._Langgut_et_al._2019._HOLOCENE
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Trained in Germany and France, then working in South Australia’s Barossa Valley, 

winery owner James Angus employed Buring as manager in 1902. Buring proceeded to plant 

five acres of olive trees at Minchinbury; however, by 1917, ‘most of the trees were taken up 

and sold, and only an avenue of trees in bearing remains’.9 The ‘avenue of trees’ formed an 

ornamental entrance to the Penfolds Vineyards and Winery until its closure in 1978. 

Buring’s olive trees provided an important ingredient used in wine production to 

prevent oxidisation: olive oil.10 Citing the costs of labour, he discouraged large scale planting 

of olive trees for oil production. Buring concluded his discussion on the value of this fruit 

tree with the following comments: 

I hope these remarks may help to make this useful tree more popular than it has been 

in the past, and so place the pickled olive in every household as fulfilling a necessity 

instead of being the luxury it now is.11 

Now the Kalamata Grove Walkway, Minchinbury, the picturesque site is named for the 

southern Hellenic district famous for its olive groves - Kalamata, Messenia Prefecture – and 

is Stop 15 on the Mount Druitt Heritage Tour.12 

9 ‘The Soil. The Olive.’ The Daily Telegraph Saturday 25 August 1917, page 13. 
10 Office of Environment and Heritage ‘Row of Olives’ NSW Department of Planning, Industry and 

Environment https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1140034 
11 ‘The Soil. The Olive.’ The Daily Telegraph Saturday 25 August 1917, page 13. 
12 ‘Kalamata Grove Walkway, Minchinbury’ Blacktown Memories 

https://blacktownmemories.recollect.net.au/nodes/view/6937 

https://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/ViewHeritageItemDetails.aspx?ID=1140034
https://blacktownmemories.recollect.net.au/nodes/view/6937
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Toponyms 

Numerous place names in Blacktown City are derived or directly borrowed from the Hellenic 

language. The most prominent is the suburb of Acacia Gardens (Postcode 2763), formerly a 

part of Quakers Hill, named to reflect the rural quality of the area. The name ‘Acacia’ derives 

from the Hellenic akakia – thorny Egyptian tree – which became acacia in Latin and then 

into English. 

Many thoroughfares in Blacktown City bear names of Hellenic origin, some drawn 

from ancient mythology, some from real persons and places, others from the original names 

for various plants, and at least one from an ancient Hellenic measuring device. For example, 

Beta Place Quakers Hill is named for the second letter of the Hellenic alphabet, while 

Heliotrope Crescent Blacktown is from heliotropion (sundial) from helios (sun) and tropos 

(to turn). 

Streets named for mythological figures include Ajax Place Blacktown. Heroes of the 

Trojan War, Great Ajax13 and Little Ajax14 were comrades of Achilles, fighting alongside 

him until his death. Ajax is the Latin version of the original Hellenic Aias, perhaps originally 

the name of an earth god (aia, earth), appropriate considering the role of the earth’s riches in 

the evolution of Blacktown. Icarus Place Quakers Hill is named for Ikaros, son of the master 

craftsman Daedalus, creator of the Labyrinth, the prison of the half-bull half-human 

Minotaur. The river nymph Daphne lives on through Daphne Place and the goddess of the 

rainbow Iris through Iris Place, both in Blacktown. 

The horticultural theme of Acacia Gardens continues with Cypress Lane Blacktown, 

from the Hellenic kyparissos, the name for an evergreen tree noted for its dense, dark foliage 

13 son of King Telamon of Salamis. ‘Ajax the Greater’ https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ajax-the-Greater 
14 son of King Oileus of Lokris. ‘Ajax the Lesser’ https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ajax-the-Lesser 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ajax-the-Greater
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Ajax-the-Lesser
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and durable fragrant wood, native to southern Europe and sacred to the god Pluto. As the 

deity of mineral wealth, Pluto would also have appreciated Sapphire Circuit Quakers Hill, 

named for the precious stone next in hardness to a diamond, whose name is derived from the 

Hellenic sappheiros, blue stone. 

Thoroughfares named for historical figures include Alexander Parade Blacktown and 

Alex Avenue Quakers Hill, both named for King Alexander the Great, third king of that name 

of the ancient Hellenic kingdom of Macedonia. Alexander, Alexandros originally, translates 

as defender of man. The previous monarch, King Philip II – Philippos, lover of horses – is  

recorded in Philip Street Blacktown.  

Through Christianity, the Hellenic language has also provided many toponyms across 

Blacktown City. Amongst them is Stephen Street: stephanos being a crown of victory. The 

name of Dora Street Blacktown is derived from Dorothea, gift of God. Peter Street 

Blacktown is a Hellenic translation of the Syriac kefa, stone or rock, the nickname Jesus the 

Christ gave to the Apostle Simon Bar-Jona,15 better known as Peter. Nicholas Street 

Blacktown is from Nikolaos, victory of the people.  

Saint Nicholas (died 326 Common Era) was born in the Kappadokia region of central 

Anatolia, lived for a time as a monk in the Pontos region and became Bishop of Myra in 

Lycia. Saint Nicholas is considered a Patron of scholars, especially schoolboys, appropriate 

considering the location of educational institutions such as Patrician Brothers’ College in 

Blacktown City. 

One of the most interesting Hellenic toponyms in Blacktown City is Maidos Place 

Quakers Hill, named for the small seaside town on the eastern shore of the Kallipole 

(Gallipoli) Peninsula, beside the waters of the Hellespont (Dardanelles). Gallipoli is the 

Anglicised version of the original Hellenic Kallipole, beautiful city. Also known as Madytus 

15 Matthew xvi.17 
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or Madytos, the polis was founded colonists from the island of Lesbos, as were a number of 

other poleis along the coasts of the Peninsula. 

Sarah Midford Anzacs and the Great War, page 8.16 

Maidos is referred to by Herodotus in relation to the Persian Wars,17 and by 

Thucydides in relation to the Battle of the Eurymedon River as a member of the Delian 

League was attacked by Athenian tribute registries between 445-444 and 421-410 BCE.18 

Maidos was an active commercial port during the medieval [‘Byzantine’] period and the 

Middle Ages, conquered by the Ottoman Turks in 1354 following a devastating earthquake 

which levelled the region’s defences.  

Born in Maidos about 1839, orphaned as a young boy and educated in Jerusalem, 

Father Serapheim Phokas became Australia’s first resident Orthodox priest in 1898, taking up 

the position of parish priest of the Orthodox Church of Ayia Triada (the Holy Trinity) in 

16 Sarah Midford Anzacs and the Great War La Trobe University eBureau Melbourne Australia 2017, page 8. 
17 Herodotus of Halicarnassus The Histories Book 7 (Polymnia), 30. 
18 Mogens Herman Hansen and Thomas Heine Nielsen "Thracian Chersonesos" An inventory of archaic and 

classical poleis New York: Oxford University Press 2004, pages 908-909. 
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Bourke Street, Surry Hills. The combined effort of Hellenic and Arabic-speaking Orthodox 

faithful, Ayia Triada was the first Orthodox Church in the southern hemisphere. He served 

the Orthodox of Blacktown and the whole of Sydney until his retirement due to ill-health in 

1913.19 

Anzac heritage 

For more than a century, the legacy of Anzac has been a central feature of Australian national 

identity. The Illawarra aspect of the history of Anzac are no less significant to the history of 

Blacktown City. As former Director of the Australian War Memorial in Canberra, Dr 

Brendan Nelson, stated: ‘We cannot ever allow ourselves to forget from where we came and 

who gave us what we have. They were and remain so significant to our sense of who we are’. 

Across every conflict in which they have been involved since the South African Wars 

(1899-902), Australians and Hellenes have served shoulder-to-shoulder, as the sons of 

Blacktown City answered the call to serve Australia and her allies. The Hellenic island of 

Lemnos was the logistical and hospital base for the 1915 Dardanelles/Gallipoli Campaign. 

All the Anzacs who served in that effort to liberate Constantinople and knock the Ottoman 

Empire out of the war, passed through Lemnos, a mere 111 kilometres from Anzac Cove. 

Most of the Anzacs who served on the Gallipoli Peninsula returned to the island, either for 

respite from the front, for hospitalisation, or during the evacuation to Egypt. 

Amongst those who deployed to Anzac Cove from Lemnos was Corporal Norman 

Elton Harris, 4th Australian Battalion, Australian Imperial Force. A native of Parkes, a tram 

conductor by trade, Harris enlisted in August 1914 and went through basic training at 

Randwick.20 Harris landed at Anzac Cove on the first day of the Campaign. A ‘very popular’ 

young man, ‘everyone in the Battalion knew Harris’, according to his Australian Red Cross 

Society Wounded and Missing file. Harris was killed by shrapnel to the head near Shrapnel 

Gully on 19 May 1915, buried in a battlefield grave with ‘a cross for Harris’ grave’ and ‘a 

circular piece of wood’ nailed to it bearing the inscription: ‘In the midst of life we are in 

death’.21 

19 Hugh Gilchrist and H. L. N. Simmons ‘Phocas, Seraphim (1839–1917)’ 

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/phocas-seraphim-8041 
20 https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/309442  
21 Australian Red Cross Society Wounded and Missing files ‘603 Corporal Norman Elton Harris’ 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1490876  

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/phocas-seraphim-8041
https://vwma.org.au/explore/people/309442
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1490876
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The 4th Battalion Parade Ground Cemetery, Gallipoli, on the track from the Wire Gully sector 

of the frontline back to Anzac Cove.22 

After the war, the Commonwealth War Graves Commission exhumed Harris’ remains and re-

interred them in the 4th Battalion Parade Ground Cemetery. Corporal Norman Elton Harris is 

also commemorated on the City of Blacktown War Memorial at the entrance to the 

Blacktown RSL Club (below). 

A generation later, in the ill-fated Greek Campaign of 1940-1941, Blacktown City 

again sent some of its sons. Two Blacktown City Anzacs died in action during the Campaign, 

the Hellenic-led Allied resistance to the Nazi invasion of Hellas: Acting Lance Sergeant 

Gerald Austin Wolters and Private Frederick William Cockrill. Assigned to the 6th 

Division AIF, Wolters and Cockrill found themselves part of Force ‘W’, a mixed Anzac-

22 LEFT: Australian War Memorial ‘The 4th Battalion Parade Ground Cemetery’ 
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C973242, ‘The Gallipoli Campaign: Gravestones Of Fallen Soldiers’ 

https://www.gettyimages.com.au/detail/news-photo/headstones-of-mostly-australian-soldiers-who-died-

during-news-photo/469613324?adppopup=true 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C973242
https://www.gettyimages.com.au/detail/news-photo/headstones-of-mostly-australian-soldiers-who-died-during-news-photo/469613324?adppopup=true
https://www.gettyimages.com.au/detail/news-photo/headstones-of-mostly-australian-soldiers-who-died-during-news-photo/469613324?adppopup=true
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British formation. Its task was to reinforce the Hellenic defences against the Nazi invasion of 

6 April 1941. The failure of the forces of Italy’s fascist dictator Benito Mussolini to subdue 

the Hellenic armed forces since the former invaded Hellas on 28 October 1940, forced the 

Nazis to delay their assault on the Soviet Union, rescue their erstwhile ally and secure their 

own southern flank. 

The positions of the Second Anzac Corps, part of Force ‘W’.23 

The 22-year-old son of Gerald Hilmar and Monica Wolters of Mount Druitt, Acting 

Lance Sergeant Gerald Austin Wolters of the 2/3 Field Regiment, Royal Australian 

Artillery, fell in battle on 12 April 1941. Wolters was part of the Australian and New Zealand 

force fighting a desperate rear-guard effort around the Klidi Pass in the western Macedonia 

region, firing over open sights at advancing German infantry. This was the central area of the 

Force ‘W’ defence line in the map above. Falling back by battery, through thick mud, the 

Regiment came under attack from German fighter-bombers before they eventually affected 

their withdrawal. Wolters has lain at peace in the Phaleron Commonwealth War Cemetery – 

Grave 7.C.15 – in southern Athens since the end of World War Two. 

The sone of Mr and Mrs Frederick William Cockrill and husband of Lillian R. 

Cockrill of Plumpton, 37-year-old Private Frederick William Cockrill of the 2/4 Battalion 

was deployed at the far western end of the line, in the Vevi area, near the city of Florina in 

western Macedonia. Both Blacktown men faced the Adolf Hitler Division of the Wehrmacht, 

decisively supported by tanks and aircraft. Cockrill was part of the fighting withdrawal down 

the Hellenic peninsula, being evacuated to Krete at the end of April. 

23 ‘German advance until 9 April 1941, when the 2nd Panzer Division seized Thessaloniki’ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Greece#/media/File:Battle_of_Greece_-_9_April_1941.png 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Greece#/media/File:Battle_of_Greece_-_9_April_1941.png
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LEFT: Private Frederick William Cockrill.24 RIGHT: The Greek Campaign, April 1941.25 

 

 

 

Having pushed the Allied forces from mainland Hellas, the Nazi invaders prepared for 

the airborne invasion of Krete, strategically sitting between Europe and Africa. From 21 to 29 

May, Private Cockrill and his comrades fought fiercely in defence of the Hellenic island. On 

29 May 1941, Cockrill was lost at sea, as the Allied ship evacuating soldiers from Krete to 

Egypt was attacked and sunk by Luftwaffe aircraft. Having no known grave, Cockrill is 

commemorated on the Athens Memorial – Face 11 – in the Phaleron Commonwealth War 

Cemetery in southern Athens. 

 

 
24 ‘ROLL OF HONOUR: Frederick William Cockrill’ https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1692389 
25 ‘Map in English of the battle of Greece in April 1941 during World War II.’ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Greece#/media/File:Battle_of_Greece_WWII_1941_map-en.svg 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/R1692389
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Greece#/media/File:Battle_of_Greece_WWII_1941_map-en.svg
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The Athens Memorial stands within Phaleron War Cemetery, 

a few kilometres to the south-east of Athens.26 

The diverse war memorials across the Blacktown City represent another collection of 

such personal and historical intersections. As has been argued by Amelia R. Brown, the 

Hellenes were the first to create sites specifically for the commemoration of fallen soldiers. 

Following the Hellenic victory over the Persian Empire at the Battle of Marathon (490BCE), 

cities across the Hellenic world erected monuments to mark this and other battles with 

sculpture, paintings and poetry. As Brown stated in ‘War memorials as Public Art in Ancient 

Greece’: 

War memorials thus became a major part of public art, decorating urban spaces, and 

serving as a powerful reminder of past sacrifices … these monuments became 

symbols of heroism, memory and Hellenic identity.27 

As demonstrated by the war memorials across Blacktown City, these roles in developing 

identities and histories has greatly shaped the Illawarra and Australia more broadly. 

The Australian War Memorial in Canberra includes in its collections – though not on 

public display -  a plaster cast of an ancient Hellenic inscription related to the Thracian 

Peninsula, also known as the Hellespont, best known in Australia as Gallipoli.28 It is part of a 

longer inscription on a stele (grave marker) commemorating the sacrifice of Athenian 

warriors who died fighting at the Hellespont, 23 centuries before the Anzacs arrived in the 

same area. The final four lines of the original inscription read: 

26 New Zealand War Graves Project ‘Athens Memorial’ https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/cemeteries/athens-

memorial#:~:text=The%20ATHENS%20MEMORIAL%20stands%20within%20Phaleron%20War%20Cemeter

y%20and%20commemorates,who%20have%20no%20known%20grave. 
27 Amelia R. Brown ‘Public Lecture: War Memorials as Public Art in Ancient Greece’ The Friends of Antiquity, 

The University of Queensland. 
28 ‘Plaster cast of a Greek inscription: Hellespont [Dardanelles], 5th century BC’ Australian War Memorial 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C158711 

https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/cemeteries/athens-memorial#:~:text=The%20ATHENS%20MEMORIAL%20stands%20within%20Phaleron%20War%20Cemetery%20and%20commemorates,who%20have%20no%20known%20grave.
https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/cemeteries/athens-memorial#:~:text=The%20ATHENS%20MEMORIAL%20stands%20within%20Phaleron%20War%20Cemetery%20and%20commemorates,who%20have%20no%20known%20grave.
https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz/cemeteries/athens-memorial#:~:text=The%20ATHENS%20MEMORIAL%20stands%20within%20Phaleron%20War%20Cemetery%20and%20commemorates,who%20have%20no%20known%20grave.
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C158711
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ΗΟΙΔΕΠΑΡΗΕΛΛΗΣΠΟΝΤΟΝΑΠΟΛΕΣΑΝΑΓΛΑΟΝΗΕΒΕΝ 

ΒΑΡΝΑΜΕΝΟΙΣΦΕΤΕΡΑΝΛΕΥΚΛΕΙΣΑΜΠΑΤΡΙΔΑ 

ΙΟΣΤΕΧΟΡΟΣΣΤΕΝΑΧΕΜΠΟΛΕΜΟΘΕΡΟΣΕΚΚΟΜΙΣΑΝΤΑΣ 

ΑΥΤΟΙΣΔΑΘΑΝΑΤΟΝΜΝΕΜΑΡΕΤΕΣΕΘΕΣΑΝ 

[Doing battle beside the Hellespont these men lost their shining youth 

They brought honour to their homeland 

so that the enemy groaned as it carried off the harvest of war 

and for themselves they set up a deathless memorial of their courage] 

Τhe inscription adorns the bottom part of a marble stele carved and erected in 

447BCE, recovered from the military cemetery of ancient Athens, known as the Demosion 

Sema, of the ancient Kerameikos Cemetery. The Kallipole Stele has two parallel lists of 

fallen Athenian warriors and the four-line inscription along the base. The stele has been at the 

National Epigraphic Museum in central Athens since its recovery in 1881. 

The Kallipole Stele on display in the National Epigraphic Museum, Athens. 

PHOTO: Panayiotis Diamadis, July 2017. 
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In 1932 the Australian poet and Classical Greek scholar Christopher Brennan brought 

the original inscription to the attention of his friend, solicitor Robert Innes Kay. Kay then 

brought it to the attention of Australian Official Historian Charles E.W. Bean, father of the 

Australian War Memorial in Canberra. All three men immediately recognised how apt this 

ancient Hellenic inscription related to the Anzacs – young men fighting and dying in battle on 

the same strip of ground over 2,400 years apart. 

John Treloar, Director of the then under-construction Australian War Memorial, 

arranged to have a plaster cast of the inscription made through the offices of Lieutenant 

Colonel Cyril Hughes. The latter worked with the Imperial War Graves Commission in the 

Eastern Mediterranean and often visited Athens. Initially Hughes acquired a ‘squeeze’ - an 

impression made of thick paper. However, as this would not make a satisfactory display item, 

Treloar asked Hughes to acquire a plaster cast for the Memorial. 

In November and December 1935, a plaster cast was made and sent to Australia on 

board the ship Orford, received by the Memorial in February 1936. It was initially housed in 

Melbourne and later in Sydney, not being displayed in the Memorial's permanent building in 

Canberra until 1954. The cast was on display in the Australian War Memorial’s Hall of 

Valour for some time but has since been set in a wall in the administration area of the 

Memorial complex, out of public view. 

The four-line inscription near the base of the Kallipole Stele. National Epigraphic 

Museum, Athens. PHOTO: Panayiotis Diamadis, July 2017. 
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Ancient Athenian memorials from about 330BCE began incorporating figures of 

hoplites – heavy infantry warriors – in combat, holding weapons above their heads as they 

prepare to strike a fallen enemy.29 In the same vein is the statue of an Anzac wearing a slouch 

hat and with rifle by his side, atop a sandstone pedestal with three steps, a common 

monumental style found across Australia and New Zealand. It was erected as part of the 

mourning and recovery process from World War One by Blacktown residents dealing with 

the massive loss of life and unable to bring their dead home, a process involving organising 

personal and public commemorative spaces such as the one which today stands before the 

Blacktown RSL Club, 40 Second Avenue Blacktown. 

LEFT: Relief sculpture of a hoplite, possibly part of an official ancient Athenian state 

memorial. RIGHT: The Digger before the Blacktown City RSL Club. 

Originally dedicated to the service of Blacktown men in World War One, the Arch 

has been adapted over time to commemorate all those from the Illawarra who have served in 

the various conflicts and peacekeeping operations in which Australia has been involved. 

Dedicated on 1 May 1920, the inscription on the column reads: 

In Memory of 

the Men of the Shire 

who fell in the Great War. 

1914-1919. 

___________ 

29 ‘from the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek collection’ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek_warfare#/media/File:Hoplite_grave_relief.jpg 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ny_Carlsberg_Glyptotek
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek_warfare#/media/File:Hoplite_grave_relief.jpg
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Lest we forget. 

Erected by 

the residents of 

the Blacktown Shire. 

War memorials remain quite distinct parts of the Australian landscape to this day, 

reminiscent of their ancient Hellenic ancestors: public structures erected in public spaces to 

be seen by everyone, to commemorate those deemed to have served and fallen in battle in 

defence of the state. Many memorials in Blacktown City bear lists of names of local men who 

made the supreme sacrifice, as does the Kallipole Stele, and those who served in a branch of 

the Australian Defence Forces. One striking feature which differentiates the Blacktown 

memorials from their ancient predecessors is that the Blacktown monuments were funded and 

erected largely by the local communities to create places to mourn their own, whereas the 

ancient Hellenic ones were funded and built by the state. 

Riverstone and District War Memorial, Riverstone Parade, Riverstone NSW.30 

30 ‘Riverstone and District War Memorial’ NSW War Memorials Register 

https://www.warmemorialsregister.nsw.gov.au/content/riverstone-and-district-war-memorial 

https://www.warmemorialsregister.nsw.gov.au/content/riverstone-and-district-war-memorial
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The earliest one in Blacktown City is the Riverstone and District War Memorial, 

officially opened on 8 November 1919 by Robert Bruce Walker, member of the Legislative 

Assembly, in the forecourt of the Riverstone Railway Station. It consists of a sandstone 

obelisk set into two sandstone blocks and seated on a masonry plinth, a frieze of crossed .303 

rifles above the names of World War One, World War Two and the Korean War carved into 

each face, and marble tablets attached with the names of Riverstone servicemen who gave 

their lives. Surrounding the obelisk is a garden defined by six short sandstone pillars, a metal 

gate with a plaque and two flagpoles on either side. 

As illustrated by the Blacktown, Riverstone and Rooty Hill War memorials, these 

public structures are adapted and re-dedicated over time, reflecting the local community’s 

needs, remaining relevant to community life generation after generation. As Australia became 

involved in new conflicts over time, some authorities elected to add new plaques to the 

existing memorials such as at Riverstone. Others elect to build new memorials or re-develop 

existing ones such as at Blacktown and Rooty Hill. 

The most dramatic metamorphosis of a war memorial in the City of Blacktown is that 

of the Rooty Hill War memorial, as illustrated by the following series of photographs. When 

the Rooty Hill RSL Club first opened at its second premises on Sherbrooke Street the 

memorial had not yet been created. 

By the Club’s 25th anniversary in 1989, a fully developed memorial adorned the 

Club’s main entrance. Created in a traditional style, the memorial’s centrepiece was a circular 

31 Daisy Montalvo ‘Rooty Hill RSL scores new entrance in time for Anzac Centenary’ Mt Druitt-St Marys 

Standard 11 December 2014 https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/rooty-hill-rsl-scores-new-entrance-

in-time-for-anzac-centenary/news-story/4cf3e59e9b51a6c3defa68f5e6d27a73 

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/rooty-hill-rsl-scores-new-entrance-in-time-for-anzac-centenary/news-story/4cf3e59e9b51a6c3defa68f5e6d27a73
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/rooty-hill-rsl-scores-new-entrance-in-time-for-anzac-centenary/news-story/4cf3e59e9b51a6c3defa68f5e6d27a73
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fountain with a black marble obelisk with the phrase ‘We will remember them’. Around the 

trim of the fountain there were four plaques in memory of individuals associated with the 

RSL Sub-Branch and the Club: A.R. (tony) Green Frederick Chubb OAM; Clarice Amy 

Green; and Walter Wally Dunn. Surrounding the fountain were brick walls with black marble 

plaques with all the names of RSL Sub-Branch members who have died since 1952. An 

eternal flame adorned the section of the Memorial closest to the entrance, with three flagpoles 

lining the path alongside the Memorial. The adjoining garden also had three plaques: 

We will remember them 

Those heroes that shed their blood and lost their lives, You are now lying in the soil of a 

friendly country, Therefore rest in peace. There is no difference between the Johnnies and the 

Mehmets to us where they lie side by side here in this country of ours… 

You, the mothers who sent their sons from far way countries, wipe away your tears; your 

sons are now lying in our bossom and are in peace. Having lost their lives on this land, they 

have become our sons as well. 

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk 

Commander of the Turkish Forces at Gallipoli 

First president of the Republic of Turkey. 

In Memory of the women who served in all theatres of war and 

to honour the women of the RSL’s women’s auxiliary. 

Lest We Forget. 

32 Op cit. 
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LEFT: A later incarnation of the entrance to the Rooty Hill RSL Club.33 RIGHT: The Rooty 

Hill RSL Club War memorial shortly before its re-development.34 

Physical monuments such as the ones at Blacktown, Mount Druitt, Riverstone and 

Rooty Hill were erected at a time when only a very select few could access the graves and 

memorials on the Western Front, the Gallipoli peninsula and elsewhere. They served as 

cenotaphs – empty graves – where the relatives and friends of the fallen could come and 

mourn individually and collectively. The memorials became sources of comfort for the 

people of Blacktown and across Australia. This need for comfort, combined with the lack of 

factual information, led to the development and dissemination of myths, stories which often 

replaced history. The classic example is the myth that the Anzacs landed on the wrong beach 

on the Kallipole (Gallipoli) Peninsula. Historical research has demonstrated the Anzac 

landings took place exactly where the strategists planned. 

A particularly enduring myth out of the Dardanelles-Gallipoli Campaign has been the 

purported quote by Mustafa Kemal, supposedly recorded in 1934 and incorporated in 

numerous memorials around Australia, including the previous incarnation of the Rooty Hill 

RSL War memorial. According to the Honest History collective of Australian historians, the 

Kemal quote expresses ‘lovey words but we don’t know that Ataturk ever said or wrote 

them’.35 As noble as the sentiments are – whatever the intentions behind their use – citing the 

purported quote detracts from the dignity of the commemoration of Anzac sacrifice and 

service. Repetition of the purported quote without evidence Kemal actually spoke or wrote 

them is a disservice to Australian identity and history, making a myth into ‘fact’. 

33 ‘Rooty Hill R.S.L. Memorial’ NSW War Memorials Register 

https://www.warmemorialsregister.nsw.gov.au/content/rooty-hill-rsl-memorial 
34 ‘ENTA partners with Rooty Hill RSL’ 11 September 2013 https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/enta-partners-

with-rooty-hill-rsl/ 
35 Honest History ‘Tracking Ataturk: Honest History research note’ http://honesthistory.net.au/wp/tracking-

ataturk-honest-history-research-note/ 

https://www.warmemorialsregister.nsw.gov.au/content/rooty-hill-rsl-memorial
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/enta-partners-with-rooty-hill-rsl/
https://www.ausleisure.com.au/news/enta-partners-with-rooty-hill-rsl/
http://honesthistory.net.au/wp/tracking-ataturk-honest-history-research-note/
http://honesthistory.net.au/wp/tracking-ataturk-honest-history-research-note/
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Mustafa Kemal died in November 1938. None of the obituaries of the time nor 

biographies over the next four decades make any reference to the purported quote. Not until 

Ulug Igdemir’s 1978 booklet Ataturk ve Anzaklar (Ataturk and the Anzacs)36 does the quote 

appear for the first time. Igdemir was chief executive of the Turkish Historical Society at the 

time. Honest History’s Australiana and Turkish researchers ‘have found no evidence of the’ 

purported Kemal quote earlier than a November 1953 interview with former government 

minister Sukru Kaya, published in the Dunya Turkish newspaper. 

Put another way, the version of the ‘Ataturk words’ that has come down to us derives 

from Igdemir’s booklet, even down to the inclusion of Campbell’s ‘Johnnies and 

Mehmets’ words in the English translation when there is no equivalent sentence in the 

Turkish.37 

The version of the purported quote which was part of the Rooty Hill RSL War 

Memorial, and which remains on display at the Mustafa Kemal memorial in Sydney’s Hyde 

Park derives from a translation of an April 1978 article by Igdemir on Mustafa Kemal and the 

Anzacs, to which Australian Gallipoli veteran and self-identified ‘chairman of the Gallipoli 

Fountains of Honour Committee’ in Brisbane, Queensland, Alan J. Campbell, added the 

36 Ulug Igdemir Ataturk ve Anzaklar Ataturk and the Anzacs Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu Basimevi (Turkish 

Historical Society Publishing) 1978 
37 Honest History ‘Tracking Ataturk: Honest History research note’ http://honesthistory.net.au/wp/tracking-

ataturk-honest-history-research-note/ 

http://honesthistory.net.au/wp/tracking-ataturk-honest-history-research-note/
http://honesthistory.net.au/wp/tracking-ataturk-honest-history-research-note/
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words: ‘There is no difference between the Johnnies and the Mehmets’, words which do not 

appear in the Turkish text.38 

Historians – academic, popular, public and other – architects, local councillors and the 

staff of the City of Blacktown, state and federal parliamentarians and their staff, RSL Sub-

Branches and clubs, primary and secondary schools and the general public, all contribute to 

developing and changing historical narratives. It is important therefore for factual, evidence-

based history to form the basis of the historical dialogue that influences Blacktown and 

broader Australian identity. Friendships – whether personal or international – are most 

enduring when based on honesty and mutual respect for truth. 

Echoing the Anzac Memorial Hyde Park in Sydney, and the Australian War Memorial 

in Canberra, a pool of water now surrounds the Eternal Flame beside the main entrance to 

West HQ-Rooty Hill RSL Club. The wall behind the Memorial is adorned with rows of metal 

poppies, in tribute to the tradition associating red poppy flowers with commemoration of the 

Anzac legacy. 

38 Paul Daley ‘Ataturk’s “Johnnies and Mehmets” words about the Anzacs are shrouded in doubt’ The Guardian 

20 Aril 2015 https://www.theguardian.com/news/2015/apr/20/ataturks-johnnies-and-mehmets-words-about-the-

anzacs-are-shrouded-in-doubt 

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2015/apr/20/ataturks-johnnies-and-mehmets-words-about-the-anzacs-are-shrouded-in-doubt
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2015/apr/20/ataturks-johnnies-and-mehmets-words-about-the-anzacs-are-shrouded-in-doubt
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The traditional Roll of Honour inscribed on plaques or walls have also been treated in 

an innovative fashion: the names of Rooty Hill servicemen have been inscribed on metal 

plates and attached to wooden poles placed in the pool of water, beside the Eternal Flame. 

Each plate also bears one line of The Ode, the fourth stanza of the poem For the Fallen by 

English poet Laurence Binyon (1869-1943), written in the early days of World War One, 

which has become integral to the Anzac legacy: 

 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them.39 

 

The similarities in expression and sentiment between The Ode and the dedicatory 

inscription on the Kallipole Stele, written 24 centuries apart, are quite striking. Both Binyon 

and the anonymous author of the inscription lament the untimely loss of young men in battle 

and the timelessness of the memories they created in their sacrifice for the homelands. 

 

[Doing battle beside the Hellespont these men lost their shining youth 

They brought honour to their homeland 

so that the enemy groaned as it carried off the harvest of war 

and for themselves they set up a deathless memorial of their courage] 

 

 

 
39 The Australian Army ‘For the Fallen’ https://www.army.gov.au/our-heritage/traditions/fallen 

https://www.army.gov.au/our-heritage/traditions/fallen
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While these have become universal values, the sentiments also reflect the Orthodox 

Christian approach to death and memory. The various services for the repose of the souls of 

the dead all conclude with the phrase: ‘May your memory be eternal, our (sister or brother), 

worthy to be deemed happy and ever to be remembered’. In the Orthodox Christian tradition, 

as practiced at Saints Paraskevi and Barbara Orthodox Church Blacktown, praying for the 

dead is an expression of love, as the faithful ask God to remember the departed because love 

survives death and transcends it.40 By reading the names of the fallen on memorials and 

reciting their names during Anzac Day services and other commemorations, the people of 

Wollongong ensure that the memories of those who served remains eternal, that as 

individuals and as a community ‘We will remember them’. 

The sacrifices of the Second Generation Anzacs deeply impacted the Australian 

Hellenic community of Blacktown, who felt a need to contribute to broader commemoration 

of these sacrifices. At a meeting at Sydney Town Hall on Friday 18 May 1951 to discuss a 

new civic centre in the Blacktown area: ‘The Greek community in Sydney has expressed a 

wish to be represented, and intends to donate wrought-iron park seats’.41 

‘Memorial Centre Plan for Housing Settlement Memorial Centre Plan’ Sydney Morning 

Herald Friday 18 May 1951 page 2. 

40 Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia ‘Death, Mourning and Eternal Life’ 

https://www.greekorthodox.org.au/?page_id=3319  
41 (Staff Correspondent) ‘Memorial Centre Plan for Housing Settlement Memorial Centre Plan’ Sydney Morning 

Herald Friday 18 May 1951 page 2. 

https://www.greekorthodox.org.au/?page_id=3319
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Lord Mayor Alderman E.C. O’Dea launched Australia’s British War memorial 

Appeal ‘to raise funds to construct a civic centre at what is to be known as the “New 

Coventry” war memorial at Rooty Hill.’ The brainchild of Frank Doyle, president of the Ex-

Imperial Sub-Branch of the RSL, ‘the scheme provides for a complete “town” of 950 houses, 

40 shops, a bank, post-office, school, hospital, and community centre. This latter will include 

a memorial hall, restaurant, Ex-Servicemen’s rehabilitation centre gymnasium, baby clinic, 

library, and swimming pool’ across 250 acres.42 Despite the tiny size of the Hellenic 

community of the area at the time, it was felt that some Hellenic contribution had to be made 

in recognition of the wartime service of Australian and British men and women. The Anzac 

legacy and its diverse links to Hellenism is a significant intangible element of the Hellenic 

story of Mavropole. 

Enterprise 

As economic migrants, the early Hellene settlers in the Blacktown district immediately 

became involved in enterprises such as agriculture, catering and expanding the electrified 

railway from Parramatta to Blacktown and on to Lithgow.43 Amongst them was Nikolaos 

Coroneos and his wife Panayiotitsa (Pat). Migrating to Australia from the southern Hellenic 

island of Kythera44, Coroneos acquired the Empire Café in Stanthorpe, Queensland. He later 

sold it to his sister Maria, who was married to Minas Kritharis (Creatha), nicknamed O 

Katharos, The Pure.  

The Coroneos family relocated to Blacktown after the war and opened a cake shop. 

As related in the Dubbo Liberal newspaper (October 2003), Helen Calligeros (nee Coroneos) 

was born on Kythera in 1933, the fourth of seven children. Helen’s mother, Georgia (nee 

Mentis) died from complications during the birth of her eighth child, leaving her father to 

raise the brood. That was 1946. Two years later, they landed in Sydney and settled in 

Blacktown, contributing their own stories to the history of Blacktown City. As Helen recalled 

how the family learned the cake business in an interview, decades later:  

We came to Australia, sponsored by my uncle (Nick), who owned a cake shop in 

Blacktown ... We came because we were poor, and my uncle could see a future for us 

42 Op cit. 
43 ‘Parramatta owes a lot to migrants’ Good Neighbour (ACT) Friday 1 April 1955, page 3. 
44 Between the mainland and Krete. 
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in Australia. … We arrived in Blacktown in the night time, about seven or eight. The 

next morning my uncle said to us ‘go behind the counter and say yes please?’ 

The people would come in and we would say ‘Yes please’, and they would point to 

what they would want. 

The family remained in Blacktown for four years, and after three months, had learned the 

cake business. ‘In 1952, I came to Dubbo for a Greek wedding’, Calligeros later related. The 

wedding of local girl Audrey Dumbrell and John Calligeros (no relation but also from 

Kythera). ‘It was at that wedding that I met my husband George, who was a bootmaker here 

in Dubbo’. The young couple were married three months later on the October long weekend 

in the Church of England, by a Greek Orthodox priest, brought up from Sydney.45 

The Anzac presence in Hellas – especially during World War Two – brought tens of 

thousands of post-war migrants from Hellas and Cyprus to Australia. Then then semi-rural 

Blacktown district attracted a good number of these people, many of whom identified with 

the local atmosphere. Amongst the Hellene market gardeners of Blacktown City were the 

family of ‘Kyrio Jimmy’ and Lily Delles. Just as these migrants and their Australian-born 

children adapted to the Blacktown environment, so the existing community adapted to the 

newcomers. The owners of the Warwick Theatre in Main Street Blacktown – for example – 

began midweek screenings of European films, particularly Greek and Italian films, to appeal 

to its newer patrons in the late-1950s.46 

45 ‘Helen Calligeros (nee, Coroneos) - Dubbo, NSW - Karavas - Kythera’ Kythera-family.net 

https://www.kythera-family.net/en/photos/diaspore-cafes-shops-cinemas/helen-calligeros-nee-coroneos-dubbo-

nsw-karavas-kythera 
46 Les Tod Blacktown CBD: an historical perspective, page 16. https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/About-

Council/Our-city/Blacktown-Memories/Mayoral-History-Prize 

https://www.kythera-family.net/en/photos/diaspore-cafes-shops-cinemas/helen-calligeros-nee-coroneos-dubbo-nsw-karavas-kythera
https://www.kythera-family.net/en/photos/diaspore-cafes-shops-cinemas/helen-calligeros-nee-coroneos-dubbo-nsw-karavas-kythera
https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/About-Council/Our-city/Blacktown-Memories/Mayoral-History-Prize
https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/About-Council/Our-city/Blacktown-Memories/Mayoral-History-Prize
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The Warrick Theatre building after the addition of the dress circle, c.1957.47 

Arguably the most prominent and influential Australian Hellenes in Blacktown City 

has been Con Constantine48. Having migrated with his parents and siblings at ten years of 

age, Constantine worked in a takeaway food shop before going on to sell houseplants. Having 

bought a former drive-in cinema, Constantine built Parklea Markets in 1985, initially 

operating it as a plant nursery. Having secured the necessary approvals of Blacktown City 

Council, Parklea Markets quickly established itself as one of the premier retail destinations in 

Western Sydney, a market hall featuring over 100 fresh produce, clothing, fast food and 

assorted goods vendors. 

LEFT: Constantine celebrates the opening of Parklea Markets in 1989. The Daily 

Telegraph.49 

The 22-hectare Parklea Markets – claimed to be the biggest and most vibrant market 

in the Southern Hemisphere – was sold to development company Dyldam in 2019, which 

47 Blacktown Memories ‘Warrick Theatre, Blacktown’ 

https://blacktownmemories.recollect.net.au/nodes/view/7187 
48 Born Maroni, Larnaka district, Cyprus, 1 July 1945. 
49 Nick Houghton ‘Parklea Markets up for sale 27 years after trading started’ Blacktown Advocate 2 February 

2016 https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/west/parklea-markets-up-for-sale-27-years-after-trading-

started/story-fngr8i5s-1227727383407 

https://blacktownmemories.recollect.net.au/nodes/view/7187
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/west/parklea-markets-up-for-sale-27-years-after-trading-started/story-fngr8i5s-1227727383407
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/newslocal/west/parklea-markets-up-for-sale-27-years-after-trading-started/story-fngr8i5s-1227727383407
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plans for a AUD$1 billion redevelopment.it is understood Parklea Markets will continue to 

operate in its current form for the next three to five years under the current management.50 

Continuing the long tradition of Hellenes in the catering industry are the new age 

‘Greek cafes’ in the Blacktown City district including Platia Greek Street Food and 

Christopher’s Cake Shop, both within the Westpoint Shopping Centre in Blacktown. As the 

traditional milk bar and café fade into history, new menus have appeared catering to a more 

diverse clientele. Their ‘old’ fare of ‘mixed grill’ and hamburgers have been succeeded by 

grilled souvlaki and haloumi, lamingtons and scones by galaktoboureko and baklava. 

Platia Greek Street Food – Blacktown.51 Christopher’s Cake Shop, Westpoint. PHOTO: 

Panayiotis Diamadis March 2020. 

One of the more recent additions to the Hellenic food scene in Blacktown City is 

Christopher’s Cake Shop @ Westpoint, the tenth store in the chain, opened in 2019. Founded 

by a young migrant from Cyprus in 1955, the Panayi family has steadily grown the business 

while retaining the family recipes which made it successful. Just as the first ‘Greek cafes’ and 

cake shops owned by Australian Hellenes in the Blacktown City district from the 1940s, so in 

the 2020s the tradition of Australian Hellenic-owned small businesses contributing to the 

economic and cultural life of Blacktown continues unabated, adapting to each generation’s 

tastes. 

50 Andrew Brown ‘Property developer Dyldam buys iconic Parklea Markets’ FAIRFAX MEDIA 16 April 2019 

https://www.commercialrealestate.com.au/news/property-developer-dyldam-buys-iconic-parklea-markets-

14105/#:~:text=Andrew%20Brown-

,Parklea%20Markets%20has%20been%20sold%20to%20development%20company%20Dyldam.,iconic%20ma

rkets%20late%20on%20Monday. 
51 ‘Platia Greek Street Food - Blacktown, Sydney’ SIR AND M'LADY DINE OUT | BLOG 

http://www.sirandmladydineout.com/blog/platia-greek-street-food-blacktown-sydney 

https://www.commercialrealestate.com.au/news/property-developer-dyldam-buys-iconic-parklea-markets-14105/#:~:text=Andrew%20Brown-,Parklea%20Markets%20has%20been%20sold%20to%20development%20company%20Dyldam.,iconic%20markets%20late%20on%20Monday.
https://www.commercialrealestate.com.au/news/property-developer-dyldam-buys-iconic-parklea-markets-14105/#:~:text=Andrew%20Brown-,Parklea%20Markets%20has%20been%20sold%20to%20development%20company%20Dyldam.,iconic%20markets%20late%20on%20Monday.
https://www.commercialrealestate.com.au/news/property-developer-dyldam-buys-iconic-parklea-markets-14105/#:~:text=Andrew%20Brown-,Parklea%20Markets%20has%20been%20sold%20to%20development%20company%20Dyldam.,iconic%20markets%20late%20on%20Monday.
https://www.commercialrealestate.com.au/news/property-developer-dyldam-buys-iconic-parklea-markets-14105/#:~:text=Andrew%20Brown-,Parklea%20Markets%20has%20been%20sold%20to%20development%20company%20Dyldam.,iconic%20markets%20late%20on%20Monday.
http://www.sirandmladydineout.com/blog/platia-greek-street-food-blacktown-sydney
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Faith 

The story of the Orthodox Church of Saints Paraskevi and Barbara of Blacktown and 

Districts (47-49 Balmoral Street Blacktown) is intertwined with the story of the ‘Greek cafes’ 

and other economic activity of the area. Economic opportunity attracted Hellene migrants to 

Blacktown City in large numbers from the 1950s. By the early 1970s, there were 

approximately 500 Greek people living in the Blacktown area. As their numbers and families 

grew, so did the need for the appropriate venue and personnel to minister to their spiritual and 

cultural needs. 

As typical for émigré communities, three migrants - Paul Karlos, Jim Papasinos and 

Denis Rozos – met at the Savoy Milk Bar in Blacktown, and decided to establish a Hellenic 

Community in the district. This was in May 1973. A few weeks later, a letter was sent to the 

the district’s Hellene residents, inviting them to a special meeting on Saturday 26 May 1973 

at the Civic Inn, Campbell Street, Blacktown. Following this historic meeting, where 28 

people attended, the difficult task began; to inform all the area’s Hellenes, and to generate 

enthusiasm for the establishment of the Community. 

On Monday 18 June 1973, another meeting was held at the Civic Inn, during which 

‘Denis Rozos gave an introductory speech and a discussion regarding aims and goals took 

place’, according to the Minutes. The assembly decided to prepare the ground for the formal 

establishment of the Community. A provisional administrative committee was appointed: P. 

Triantafillis (President), M. Demirgellis (Secretary), J. Papasinos (Treasurer), S. 

Adamantidis, P. Davelis, J. Karozis, B. Katharios, N. Sevopoulos and C. Zarafetas. 

Blacktown’s Civic Centre hosted the first General Meeting of the Hellenic Orthodox 

Community of Blacktown and Districts on Saturday 18 August 1973. The assembly discussed 

and approved the Memorandum and Rules of the Association (Constitution) and a motion was 

passed to organise elections for the Committee the following month. According to the 

Memorandum, the organisation was named The Hellenic Orthodox Community of Blacktown 

and Districts and the objects were: 

a) to preserve and teach the Greek language and traditions

b) to organise schools for the teaching the Greek language

c) to render financial and other assistance to persons in necessitous circumstances

d) to organise of functions of all kinds and raise funds by all means for charitable

purposes of fundraising for the Community. 



31  MAVROPOLE: The Hellenic story of the Blacktown City district 

At the Committee elections, held at the Civic Centre on Sunday 23 September 1973, 

eleven nominations were submitted and the inaugural Committee was formed: S. 

Adamantidis, P. Davelis, M. Demirgellis, A. Doulaveras, P. Karlos, B. Katharios, D. 

Papasinos, P. Skountzos, N. Sevopoulos, P. Triantafillis and K. Zarafetas. The newly-elected 

Committee selected Peter Triantafillis as President, Bill Katharios as Vice-President, Michael 

Demirgellis as Secretary and Jim Papasinos as Treasurer. 

The inaugural Committee immediately organised the Community’s first social events, 

setting the pattern for the vibrant Hellenic community life in one of Australia’s most 

culturally diverse city areas. A picnic at the Orthodox Monastery of Saint George at Yellow 

Rock (Springwood in the Blue Mountains) was held on Sunday 9 December 1973 and the 

first dance of the Community was held at the Masonic Hall in Blacktown on Saturday 23 

February 1974.  

The social events had multiple purposes. To bring the Blacktown Hellenic community 

closer together. To organise and fund afternoon and Saturday schools for teaching Hellenic 

language and history – the first one opening at Blacktown Civic Centre on 11 February 1974 

and a second at Windsor soon after. 

The Turkish invasion of the Republic of Cyprus in July and August 1974 sent some 

200,000 Hellenes and other Cypriots into exile as refugees. Some of these later came to settle 

in the Blacktown area. In the period immediately following the invasion, the Blacktown 

Hellenic Community organised fundraisers to aid the victims in Cyprus. 

In February 1976, Denis Rozos was appointed to the presidency of The Hellenic 

Orthodox Community of Blacktown and Districts. In order to meet the religious needs of the 

Community, the first formal approach to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Australia was 

made for permission to establish a new parish at Blacktown. At the time, the nearest Greek 

Orthodox Church was Ayios (Saint) Ioannis Parramatta, eighteen kilometres away.  

During this time, the Committee’s main priority was to acquire a suitable property in 

Blacktown, one which would facilitate the religious and secular requirements of the 

Community. The purchase of 135 Kildare Road at a cost of AUD$39,500 was approved by 

the members at an Extraordinary General Meeting on Sunday 2 May 1976. The members of 

the Committee became guarantors to ensure repayment of the AUD$25,000 loan from the 

Commonwealth Bank. The Ladies Auxiliary (known as the Philoptochos) was immediately 

formed, and began fundraising efforts with success. It was an era of confidence, pride and 

achievement. 
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The negotiations with the Archdiocese required a review to be undertaken of the 

Blacktown Community’s Constitution. This was completed in 1979, resulting in a number of 

amendments. Duly adopted by the members, on 11 March 1980, the Hellenic Orthodox 

Parish and Community of Blacktown and Districts Limited was registered by the Corporate 

Affairs Commission. 

With the hard work of the Committee members and many volunteers, the property 

was renovated and on Christmas Day 1982, the first Holy Liturgy was celebrated in an 

emotional atmosphere by Father Antonios Papadokokolakis, who had arrived from Perth only 

three days earlier and was appointed as the first Parish Priest of the Parish and Community. 

The official opening of the Church, dedicated to Saint Paraskevi, was conducted by then- 

Archbishop Stylianos of Australia of blessed memory on 20 March 1983. 

Throughout the 1980s, the Parish and Community achieved exceptional progress. 

During the Presidency of Jim Karabatsolis, 49 Balmoral Street was purchased and the 

foundation stone for a new (and much larger) Church was laid on 25 August 1985. In the year 

that followed, Father Antonios, the Committee and Philoptochos, members of the Community 

and individuals provided personal labour and substantial financial support during the building 

of the new Church,. The original church was sold to the Russian Orthodox Church and 

became the Pokrov Russian Orthodox Church of the Moscow Patriarchate. The new Saints 

Paraskevi and Barbara Orthodox Church was officially opened by then-Archbishop Stylianos 

on Monday 27 October 1986. 

 

 

The front of the Saints Paraskevi and Barbara Orthodox Church Blacktown. PHOTO: 

Panayiotis Diamadis March 2020. 
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The titles of the Church were transferred to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 

Australia Property Trust on 19 October 1986, protected by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

of Australia Consolidated Trust Act 1994 (New South Wales). 

A holy relic of Saint Paraskevi had been sent from the Orthodox Monastery of St. 

George of Choziba (Wadi Qelt) to the Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church in Marrickville. It 

was, in turn, gifted by Father Nektarios Zorbalas and installed by then-Archbishop Stylianos 

in the Saint Paraskevi Orthodox Church Blacktown on Sunday 15 February 1987, where it is 

since kept in the reliquary for public veneration. 

 

  

The interior of Saints Paraskevi and Barbara Orthodox Church Blacktown.52 The Orthodox 

Monastery of St. George of Choziba (Wadi Qelt) in the Judean Desert outside Jerusalem. 

 

The Parish continued to grow and expand during the presidency of Con Constantine. 

Then-Archbishop Stylianos laid the foundation stone for the Community Centre on 17 April 

1988, with construction being completed in 1991. The Community Centre facilitated the 

Greek Afternoon School, the Sunday School, the Greek Dancing School, the Seniors Group, 

the Youth Group, the Playgroup and the many events and activities of the Parish and 

Community of Blacktown. Since 2019, the Community Centre has been leased for use as a 

Function Centre, following the tender process. 

Then-Archbishop Stylianos conducted the Consecration of the Church, during which 

relics of Saints Onouphrios of Egypt, Petros of Athos and Phocas were installed in the Altar, 

in the presence of prominent political and community leaders and thousands of faithful on 5 

November 2000. 

 

 
52 https://www.saintparaskevi.org.au/our-parish.html 

https://www.saintparaskevi.org.au/our-parish.html
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LEFT: The Saints Paraskevi and Barbara Orthodox Church Community Centre. 

PHOTO: Panayiotis Diamadis March 2020. 

In February 2005, Father Antonios requested to return to Hellas after 22 years of 

service to the Parish. Father Stavros Karvelas was appointed as Parish Priest by then-

Archbishop Stylianos, conducting his first service at Saint Paraskevi on Sunday 5 February 

2005. Father Stavros remained until his appointment as Parish Priest of the newly-established 

Orthodox Parish of Saint Therapon in Thornleigh in August 2006, following the return of 

Father Antonios two months earlier. 

Father Sotirios Papafilopoulos became the third Parish Priest of Saint Paraskevi 

Orthodox Church Blacktown in Aril 2007, following the departure of Father Antonios from 

Australia. He was officially introduced to the congregation by His Grace Bishop Seraphim, 

then of Apollonia, now of Sevasteia, on Sunday of Thomas, 15 April 2007. Led by Father 

Sotirios, the Parish commenced a new period of progress. 

The Parish purchased two neighbouring properties in 2008 and 2010, acquisitions 

designed to cater for future needs. These were repaired largely by volunteer labour and 

subsequently rented. The following year, the interior of the Church was rendered, and the 

façade was partly rendered to give the building more ‘character’.  
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Once completed, the interior of the church was painted by volunteers. Further refurbishments 

were also undertaken between 2010 and 2015, including the addition of substantial 

iconography in the Holy Altar (above), to the value of AUD$32,000, funded by donations. 

The Parish and Community celebrated the 40th anniversary since its establishment in 

1973, and the 30th anniversary since the first Holy Liturgy was conducted in 1982. To 

celebrate the milestone, a range of activities were organised, beginning with Holy Liturgy 

celebrated by His Grace Bishop Seraphim on Sunday 17 February 2013. A Commemorative 

Album was produced, containing verbal and pictorial histories of the Parish and Community, 

with testimonials from prominent political and community leaders. The book launch was held 

in the Community Centre on 5 June 2014, when the founders and pioneers of the Parish and 

Community were officially acknowledged. 

The Orthodox Church of Saint Paraskevi with the house next door where the Blacktown 

Little Fish Playgroup operates. PHOTO: Google Streetview. 
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The Parish was blessed with a timely opportunity to purchase 51 Balmoral Street in 

2018, enabling it to establish a new Community Centre and to better serve the needs of the 

rapidly growing Parish. On 23 September, an Extraordinary General Meeting was held to 

discuss how to most effectively purchase this property and to raise a deposit. The response 

and positivity was overwhelming, with many individuals making donations in accordance 

with their capacity in order to secure the property. The Archdiocese’s Greek Welfare Centre 

currently operates the Blacktown Little Fish playgroup for Hellenic-speaking families in that 

house.53 The dynamic Hellenic Orthodox Parish and Community of Blacktown and Districts 

remains the focal point of the local Hellenic population, with plans for expansion in the range 

of activities and services provided for the benefit of parishioners and the wider community. 

Culture 

The annual Streets Alive and Parade Day54 offers the Blacktown Hellenic community 

opportunities to collectively present Hellenic culture to the wider Blacktown City society. 

Regular features are the performance by the Saint Paraskevi Traditional Greek Dancing 

Group, as well as stalls operated by parishioners and other Blacktown Hellenes. Each year, 

the Parish Dancers proudly represent Blacktown City at the Hellenic Independence Day 

Parade from Martin Place to the Sydney Opera House Forecourt. The next generation 

representing Parish and community at Sydney’s largest annual Hellenic communal event. 

LEFT: The Saint Paraskevi Orthodox Church Blacktown stall at the Streets Alive Festival.55 

RIGHT: The Saint Paraskevi Traditional Greek Dancers in the Independence Day Parade.56 

53 Hellenic Orthodox Parish and Community of Blacktown and Districts Saints Paraskevi and Barbara ‘History’ 

https://www.saintparaskevi.org.au/history.html  
54 ‘Blacktown City Festival: Streets Alive and Parade Day’ https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/festival/Whats-

on/Streets-Alive-and-Parade-Day 
55 ‘Saint Paraskevi Greek Orthodox Church Blacktown’ 

https://www.facebook.com/SaintParaskeviGreekOrthodoxChurchBlacktown/photos/blacktown-city-festival-

%7C-make/1539181059456542/ 
56 ‘Saint Paraskevi Greek Orthodox Church Blacktown’ https://www.saintparaskevi.org.au/ 

https://www.saintparaskevi.org.au/history.html
https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/festival/Whats-on/Streets-Alive-and-Parade-Day
https://www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/festival/Whats-on/Streets-Alive-and-Parade-Day
https://www.facebook.com/SaintParaskeviGreekOrthodoxChurchBlacktown/photos/blacktown-city-festival-%7C-make/1539181059456542/
https://www.facebook.com/SaintParaskeviGreekOrthodoxChurchBlacktown/photos/blacktown-city-festival-%7C-make/1539181059456542/
https://www.saintparaskevi.org.au/
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Born near Rome about 140BCE, of Hellenic-speaking Christian parents, Saint 

Paraskevi is condiered a healer of the blind because of the miracle she performed in restoring 

the sight of Emperor Antoninus Pius (19 September 86 – 7 March 161CE). In the Orthodox 

tradition, Saint Paraskevi is also credited with Pius ending all persecutions against Christians 

throughout the Roman Empire. She was executed by beheading on 26 July 180CE, hence 

some depictions of her holding her own head in her left hand. Her feast day is celebrated on 

26 July, with the Saint Paraskevi Blacktown Festival being held the closest Sunday to 26 July 

each year. 

 

   

 

Athlos 

 A curious aspect f the Hellenic story of the Blacktown City district are the pair of 

Blacktown Spartans Clubs – football (soccer) and rugby league – neither of which have 
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apparent direct links to the local Hellenic community. Blacktown Spartans FC are the official 

New South Wales National Premier League team of the Blacktown District Soccer Football 

Association. Formed in 2002, the Spartans’ main aim is to provide a dedicated pathway for 

player development and growth for Blacktown and Western Sydney-based youth footballers. 

Blacktown Spartans stalwart midfielder Yianni Perkatis.57 

The New South Wales Football Federation granted permission to form a semi-

professional team and the Spartans were included in the NSW State League Division Two (at 

the time, the code’s third division in the state). The Spartans earned promotion to NSW State 

League Division One in 2006, after finishing the season in first place. The 2011 season 

witnessed the club’s promotion into the NSW Super League, another first place finish, and 

another promotion. The Spartans’ first appearance in the NSW Premier League came in 2012. 

Today, this is known as the National Premier League NSW Men’s I competition, the top tier 

of association football in the state. 

Previously known as Blacktown PCYC Spartans, the Glenwood-based Blacktown 

District Rugby League Spartans were formed in the Parramatta District Junior League in 

2019, retaining their previous players and teams. 

57 Nick Houghton ‘Blacktown Spartans poach former A-League and Asian Champions League player from 

Blacktown City’ Blacktown Advocate 24 February 2016 https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/blacktown-

spartans-poach-former-aleague-and-asian-champions-league-player-from-blacktown-city/news-

story/6f5640720a0380b0cc8a0fbd75edf86e 

https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/blacktown-spartans-poach-former-aleague-and-asian-champions-league-player-from-blacktown-city/news-story/6f5640720a0380b0cc8a0fbd75edf86e
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/blacktown-spartans-poach-former-aleague-and-asian-champions-league-player-from-blacktown-city/news-story/6f5640720a0380b0cc8a0fbd75edf86e
https://www.dailytelegraph.com.au/news/blacktown-spartans-poach-former-aleague-and-asian-champions-league-player-from-blacktown-city/news-story/6f5640720a0380b0cc8a0fbd75edf86e
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Conclusion 

The two Spartans clubs illustrate the enduring influence of Hellenism on the Blacktown City 

district, presented in this survey of the Hellenic story of Mavropole – Blacktown. The 

language, culture and heritage of the Hellenic people continue to inspire and to contribute to 

the evolution of Blacktown City. Hellenes have contributed and continue to contribute to the 

development of the district. Hellene migrants and their descendants, as well as the Hellenic 

influence evident in the toponyms, the shared Anzac heritage, the cuisine, the expressions of 

faith, enterprise, sport and culture of Blacktown City summarise the diverse Hellenic 

contributions to this part of Greater Western Sydney. It is a story that continues to add new 

pages and chapters, to be recorded and documented at a later time. 
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