
Litter
 in Blacktown City

WHY IS LITTER AN ISSUE?
» Litter such as syringes, broken glass and other hazardous materials can be a      

» Litter looks ugly and smells bad.
» Litter can cause injury to wildlife and birds that mistake it for food.

» Litter in an urban setting can attract vermin.

»     Old fishing lines, ropes, nets and wire can injure marine life, land animals or birds.
» Litter finds its way into waterways such as creeks and rivers and pollutes the water.
» Glass bottles, acting as a magnifying glass, and cigarette butts can cause bushfires.
» Litter can cause blockages to the drainage system and flooding which in turn costs. 

millions of dollars to repair.

WHY DO PEOPLE LITTER?
»   They lack knowledge of the effects of littering on the environment. 
»    They will drop litter where litter has already accumulated.

» Lack of social pressure to do the right thing for example where littering is seen to be  
socially acceptable such as in football grounds and theatre complexes, as it is 
expected that someone else will pick it up.

» Absence of penalties or consistent enforcement.
» People who litter often lack community pride in the areas they are littering.
» People don’t view certain items as litter, which is often the case with cigarette butts.
» Poor packaging design and information.
» Social rebellion or laziness.

WHAT IS LITTER?
Litter is any form of solid waste that has been left, through human activity, in a place it does 
notbelong. According to the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997, litter includes:

 » Any solid or liquid domestic or commercial refuse, debris or rubbish, and without 
limiting the generality of the above, includes any glass, metal, cigarette butts, paper, 
fabric, wood, food, abandoned vehicles, abandoned vehicle parts, construction or 
demolition material, garden remnants and clippings, soil, sand or rocks, and;

 » Any other material, substance or thing deposited in or on a place of its size, shape, 
nature or volume makes the place where it was deposited disorderly or detrimentally 
affects the proper use of that place, deposited in or on a place, whether or not it has 
any value when or after being deposited in or on the place

The most common litter items are cigarette butts, fast food packaging, snack wrappers, beverage 
containers and paper.
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» There are not enough bins.

  threat to public health and safety.             



Any more questions? - call Council on 9839 6000 

WHAT IS BLACKTOWN CITY COUNCIL DOING TO MANAGE LITTER?
 » Blacktown City Council’s Clean Cities Strategy aims to create spaces and places that are 

safe, well maintained, clean and inspiring. Clean places offer the community opportunities 
to be active and healthy. They also enable residents to value and experience the natural 
environment. To find out more about this strategy statement for 2025 go to the following 
website:
www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Your_Council/Integrated_Planning_Reporting/Blacktown_
City_2030_and_related_plans 

» Employing street cleaners who routinely clean the streets and pathways.
» Engagement and education programs around litter involving:

- Businesses

- Schools

- Council employees
- Community

» Issuing on the spot $200 fine for throwing your rubbish on the ground or 
from a car window. If you want to know more about the fines for littering go to:
www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Water_Catchments/Protecting_Water_Quality/
Littering

» Residents of the Blacktown local government area are encouraged to be involved in 
local community pride events dedicated to keeping their own area clean and beautiful, 
such as  Clean Up Australia Day activities. You can find out more about the projects 
at the following websites:
www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Get_Involved/Community_Pride
www.cleanup.org.au/au/
Other litter services provided or supported by Blacktown City Council are:

 » Safe needle disposal through local chemists – details at: 
www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Resident_Services/Waste_Services/Hazardous_Waste/Safe_
Needle_DisposalSafe_Needle_Disposal

greenDo the green thing...

BIN IT!

The slogan for Council’s current litter program is:

WHERE CAN I GO FOR MORE INFORMATION?
www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Water_Catchments/Protecting_ Water_Quality/Littering
www.epa.nsw.gov.au/litter/
www.cleanup.org.au/au/
State of the Environment report at www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Environment/Plans_Policies_Reports

I Love Blacktown@blacktowncc
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