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20 March 2017 
 
The General Manager 
Blacktown City Council 
PO Box 63 
Blacktown NSW 2148 
 
To whom it may concern: 
Re: Archaeological works at 59 Cudgegong Road, Rouse Hill 
Apex Archaeology was commissioned to undertake Aboriginal archaeological assessments for a 
property at 59 Cudgegong Road, Rouse Hill, in advance of the proposed redevelopment of the site and 
construction of multi unit complexes within the lot.  
The site has been previously assessed as part of different projects. Most recently Comber Consultants 
completed an Aboriginal Archaeological Assessment for the current proposal.  
One Aboriginal archaeological site was registered on AHIMS (site #45-5-3934) within the study area, 
comprising an isolated find. Additionally, the study area was assessed as being of high Aboriginal 
archaeological sensitivity. Comber Consultants recommended the following: 

1. Aboriginal consultation should be undertaken in accordance with OEH’s Aboriginal cultural heritage 
consultation requirements for proponents 2010. 

2. Archaeological testing should be undertaken to determine the nature and extent of AHIMS site 45-5-
3934. A Research Design which clearly outlines the proposed methodology for the testing will need to 
be prepared in consultation with the Aboriginal community and submitted to OEH 14 days prior to the 
testing being undertaken. 

3. If no further Aboriginal objects are recovered during the archaeological testing, it will be necessary to 
apply for AHIP [sic] prior to the commencement of works without any further archaeological 
investigation. 

4. If additional Aboriginal objects are found during the archaeological testing, it will be necessary to apply 
for an AHIP and undertake Salvage excavations prior to the commencement of development. 

The Comber Consultants report was submitted to Blacktown City Council in support of the Development 
Application for the project. Council requested the recommendations from the Comber Consultants 
report, as above, be implemented prior to determination of the application. An Archaeological Test 
Excavation Report (ATER), and accompanying Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report 
(ACHAR) detailing the results of the Aboriginal consultation undertaken for the project, have been 
prepared to fulfil this requirement and are currently awaiting comments from the Aboriginal stakeholders 
for the project.  
The initial site inspection completed by Kelleher Nightingale Consultants for a separate project did not 
identify any archaeological potential within the study area, while the assessment completed by Comber 
Consultants as part of this project identified a requirement for test excavation to determine the nature 
and extent of any potential archaeological deposits within the study area. In order to determine if the 



ABN 62385033058 
PO BOX 291 
Macarthur Square 
NSW Australia 2560 
T 02 4602 9049 
E heritage@apexarchaeology.com.au  

heritage@apexarchaeology.com.au   www.apexarchaeology.com.au 

study area did, or did not, contain potential archaeological deposits, test excavations were undertaken 
by Apex Archaeology. 
During the archaeological assessment which included test excavation across the site, it was found that 
two archaeological sites were located within the study area. These comprised a newly recorded site 59-
CR-AS (45-5-4897) (a low density artefact scatter from a subsurface deposit) and RH/A20P 19 (45-5-
3934) (an isolated artefact), both of which are common site types within a local and a regional context 
on the Cumberland Plain. Both sites have been assessed to be of low archaeological significance. The 
proposed residential development would have a direct impact on both sites. 
As a result of the assessment process, a number of recommendations were made, as follows: 

Recommendation 1: Aboriginal community consultation 

Consultation with the RAPs regarding the project should continue, in order to keep the RAPs 
informed about the management of Aboriginal cultural heritage within the study area. 

Recommendation 2: Application for an AHIP 

An application should be made to OEH for an AHIP to impact sites 59-CR-AS (45-5-4897) and 
RH/A20P 19 (45-5-3934) prior to the commencement of development works on site.  

Recommendation 3: No further archaeological work required 

No further archaeological investigation is recommended prior to application for an AHIP to impact 
the two archaeological sites within the study area. The AHIP should allow for impact without the 
need for further archaeological investigation within the study area. 

Recommendation 4: Artefact management  

The artefact assemblage recovered during the test excavations should be reburied on site, in 
consultation with the RAPs for the project and the client. The location of the reburied artefacts 
should be recorded on an ASIRF and submitted to the AHIMS registrar for inclusion on the AHIMS 
database, and include information regarding the location and depth of the reburial of the artefacts. 

Recommendation 5: Site recording 

An Aboriginal Site Impact Recording Form for RH/A20P 19 should be completed and forwarded to 
the AHIMS registrar, detailing the archaeological investigation completed at the site. 

Recommendation 6: Stop Work provision 

In the unlikely event that suspected human remains are identified during construction works, all 
activity in the vicinity of the find must cease immediately and the find protected from harm or 
damage. The NSW Police and the Coroner’s Office must be notified immediately. If the finds are 
confirmed to be human and of Aboriginal origin, further assessment by an archaeologist 
experienced in the assessment of human remains and consultation with both OEH and the RAPs for 
the project would be required. 
This recommendation should be included in any Construction Environmental Management Plan 
developed for the site. 

The project has been completed up to the stage of providing the draft reports to the Aboriginal 
stakeholders and their comments received. The reports are in the process of being finalised before an 
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AHIP application is submitted to OEH for the destruction of Aboriginal sites within the study area. This 
application is scheduled to be submitted in the coming days. Artefacts recovered during the testing 
program will be reburied on site at an appropriate stage of the construction works and in consultation 
with the Aboriginal stakeholders for the project, and this reburial will be permitted via the AHIP. 
I trust that this summary of the archaeological work on site to date fulfils your requirements. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me if you have any queries. 
 
Kind Regards,  
Leigh Bate 

 
Director/Archaeologist 
Apex Archaeology 
E: leigh@apexarchaeology.com.au 
M: 0401 443 218 
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