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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
This Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) assessment has been prepared by Urbis Pty 
Ltd (Urbis) on behalf of Village Shopping Centres (the applicant) in relation to a proposed development 
application (DA) for Ropes Crossing Village Shopping Centre (the site) to accommodate a mixed use retail, 
commercial and residential development. The proposal seeks consent for a concept plan DA.   

The Blacktown City Council Development Control Plan (BDCP 2015) Part A Section 8.3 provides guidelines 
in relation to crime prevention for all developments within the Blacktown Local Government Area (LGA).  This 
report assesses the proposal against these guidelines in the BDCP 2015 and the NSW Police CPTED 
Guidelines.  

Blacktown City Council also requires a NSW Police CPTED checklist to be completed with all CPTED 
assessments. The completed checklist accompanies this report and will be provided with the DA submission.  

CPTED ASSESSMENT  
A CPTED assessment is undertaken to analyse a proposed development and identify potential 
improvements to the design which may help to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour. The proposal has 
been assessed against the four CPTED principles: 

• Surveillance 

• Access control 

• Territorial reinforcement 

• Site and activity management. 

Based on the assessment the following priority areas have been identified. A full assessment and 
recommendations are provided in Section 6 of this report.  

Car parking 

The proposal will include one level of ground parking and two basement levels of parking. Basement 2 is for 
residential use only. An analysis of crime data from the Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOCSAR) 
indicates that the site is a crime hotspot for ‘steal from motor vehicle’ and ‘motor vehicle theft’.  

The proposal addresses CPTED principles through the layout design, which centrally locates lifts and stairs 
near access ramps to increase opportunities for casual surveillance. Clear perimeter boundaries and 
bollards are also provided which reduce potential conflicts between pedestrians and vehicles and restrict 
entry.   

Entry and exit points 

Vehicle access to the site will be maintained via Drummond Avenue and Ropes Crossing Boulevard, with 
general pedestrian access facilitated through any of the surrounding roads. BOCSAR data indicates the site 
is a hotspot for ‘malicious damage to property’ and close to crime hotspots for ‘break and enter (dwelling)’, 
‘break and enter (non-dwelling)’ and ‘steal from dwelling’. 

The proposal addresses CPTED principles by providing increased opportunities for casual surveillance 
through the integration of multiple uses on site, centrally located residential access points and the design of 
apartment balconies to overlook ground level entry and exit points.  

External layout 

The proposal is for a mixed use retail, commercial and residential development and will encourage 
prolonged activation of the site. External areas are considered a priority area for this assessment given that 
the site is a hotspot for ‘malicious damage to property’ and has higher rates of break and enter crimes 
compared to Blacktown LGA.  

The proposal addresses CPTED principles through the incorporation of varied external wall treatments, 
including brickwork, metal cladding, louvers and planter walls, which reduce the appearance of blank walls 
and act as a deterrent to graffiti. Landscaping is also provided throughout, including in the public domain 
areas and along exterior walls, which separate the boundary of the proposal to external areas.   



 

URBIS 
CPTED ASSESSMENT_ROPES CROSSING VILLAGE_FINAL 

 
INTRODUCTION 5 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
The following recommendations are made to improve the proposal’s performance against CPTED principles 
and to reduce identified crime and safety risks.  

Car parking  

• Install lighting throughout the car park levels with emphasis at the elevators, fire stairs and car park 
entries. 

• Provide directional signage in the car park levels to direct pedestrian movement to the retail centre entry 
points and appropriate lift wells. 

Entry and exit points  

• Consider installing mechanical surveillance (e.g. CCTV cameras) at key access points in the retail, 
commercial, residential and car park areas to deter criminal activity.  

• Provide lighting throughout the development to maximise visibility and reduce areas of concealment.  

• Consider access control measures (i.e. keypad, swipe card) at the entrance to residential areas and at 
the level 2 basement carpark to restrict general public access to these areas. 

External layout  

• Implement a landscape management plan to maintain sight lines between landscaped areas and 
entrance areas and to reduce opportunities for concealment.  

• Prepare a plan of management for the centre and residential areas to manage cleaning, security 
protocols and general upkeep. 

CONCLUSION 
Urbis has undertaken a CPTED assessment for the proposed development against the four CPTED 
principles and has identified potential risk areas and recommendations to help reduce crime and anti-social 
behaviour. 

The assessment has found that the proposed concept development incorporates CPTED principles including 
improved site activation, surveillance and territorial reinforcement. The implementation of lighting, signage, 
access control and management measures will further enable the proposal to adequately incorporate 
CPTED principles. The recommendations made in this report are considered appropriate to minimise crime 
related risk to the future occupation of the proposal on site.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 
This Crime Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) assessment has been prepared by Urbis Pty 
Ltd (Urbis) on behalf of Village Shopping Centres (the applicant) in relation to a proposed development 
application (DA) for Ropes Crossing Village Shopping Centre (the site) to accommodate a mixed use retail, 
commercial and residential development. The proposal seeks consent for a concept plan DA.   

The Blacktown City Council Development Control Plan 2015 (BDCP 2015) Part A Section 8.3 provides 
guidelines in relation to crime prevention for all developments within the Blacktown Local Government Area 
(LGA).  This report assesses the proposal against these guidelines in the BDCP 2015 and the NSW Police 
CPTED Guidelines. Blacktown City Council also request for a NSW Police CPTED checklist to be completed 
with all CPTED assessments. The completed checklist accompanies this report and will be provided with the 
DA submission.  

1.1. AIM OF THIS REPORT 
A CPTED assessment identifies and analyses potential improvements to design which may help to reduce 
crime and anti-social behaviour. The design of a proposed development is assessed against the four key 
CPTED principles. Where CPTED risks are identified, the report makes recommendations to reduce the 
likelihood of the crime from occurring.  

Figure 1 – CPTED principles  

 

1.2. METHODOLOGY 
The following tasks were undertaken as part of this report:   

Table 1 – Methodology 

Local context   • Desktop site analysis  

• Policy review  

• Community and crime profile  

CPTED analysis  • Review of architectural plans   

• Review and assessment of development against CPTED principles  

Recommendations  • Recommendations to the proposed design to help reduce identified risk areas  

• Completion of NSW Police CPTED Checklist  
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2. THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
2.1. SITE CONTEXT 
The site is a single lot within Ropes Crossing Village Shopping Centre, Ropes Crossing and is legally 
described as Lot 4 DP 1095600.  

The site is located within the Blacktown Local Government (LGA) and is currently occupied by a one to two 
storey retail and commercial shopping centre, known as Ropes Crossing Village, a child care centre and at-
grade outdoor car park. The site is generally surrounded by low density residential areas to the north and 
south. Ropes Crossing Public School is located to the east and an area of undeveloped bushland is located 
to the west.  

Vehicle access to the site is via Drummond Avenue and Ropes Crossing Boulevard. Pedestrians can 
generally access the site from any of the surrounding roads. One pedestrian crossing is located on Pulley 
Drive, which facilitates safe pedestrian movement between the shopping centre and Ropes Crossing Public 
School.  

Figure 2 – Aerial photo of site.  

 

Source: Google Earth 

2.2. THE PROPOSAL 
The proposal seeks consent for a concept DA for mixed use development and a detailed DA for Stage 1 
commercial uses.  

Concept DA  

The concept proposal includes the following: 

• Retention of the existing retail and commercial centre, including continued use and operation of the 
existing centre during staged construction. 

• New ground floor retail space and expansion of commercial space above the existing child care centre. 

• New building envelopes for three new residential apartment buildings up to six (6) storeys in height, 
inclusive of ground floor retail. 
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• New private communal open space on a podium level above the proposed car parking. 

• Ground level and basement car parking to accommodate existing and proposed land use activities with 
vehicle access from existing entries onto Drummond Avenue to the south, and the northern entrance 
onto Ropes Crossing Boulevard. 

• Site improvements including minor landscaping and public domain works. 

Detailed DA  

The following works are proposed within the Stage 1 proposal: 

•  A single storey extension above the existing Ropes Crossing Village Centre for commercial use. 

• Minor alterations and additions (internal and external) to the existing Ropes Crossing Village Centre to 
facilitate the extension. 

• No changes are proposed to the existing car park. 

• The Ropes Crossing Village Centre and child care centre will remain operational during construction. 

Figure 3 and Figure 4 overleaf show the ground floor and level 1 floor plans.  
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Figure 3 – Ground floor plan 

Source: Mijollo International 
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Figure 4 – Level 1 floor plan 

Source: Mijollo International
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3. POLICY CONTEXT 
The following section provides a summary of relevant state and local policies in relation to crime and safety.  

NSW Crime Prevention and Assessment of Development Applications (2001) 

In April 2001, the NSW Department of Infrastructure, Planning and Natural Resources (now the Department 
of Planning and Environment) introduced the Crime Prevention Legislative Guidelines (the Guidelines) to 
Section 4.15 (formerly Section 79C) of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. These 
guidelines require consent authorities to ensure that development provides safety and security to users and 
the community.  

The Guidelines introduce the four CPTED principles which are used in the assessment of development 
applications. 

Blacktown City Council, Blacktown Development Control Plan (2015) 

The Blacktown Development Control Plan 2015 (BDCP 2015) Part A Section 8.4 outlines crime prevention 
guidelines to assist in the assessment of development applications in relation to CPTED principles. These 
guidelines are as follows:  

8.4.2 Siting and design of buildings 

• Buildings should be sited in a manner which encourages opportunities for passive surveillance. There 
are a number of ways in which this can be achieved, including the siting of windows and balconies onto 
public areas to monitor pedestrian and vehicle movements. 

• Additionally, a neighbourhood can benefit from mixed-use development whereby 24 hour surveillance 
can be encouraged. That is, office and retail uses are the predominant activity during working hours 
when many of the residential premises are vacated and vice versa. 

8.4.3 Subdivision design 

• Subdivisions should be designed in such a manner that allows for natural surveillance from private areas 
into public and recreational spaces (e.g. parks and playgrounds). 

• Public thoroughfares / pathways should be visible from dwellings and roadways throughout a subdivision 
to promote natural surveillance. 

8.4.4 Landscaping 

• Applicants should pay special attention to their selection of plant species so that factors such as shape, 
height, foliage and canopy spread do not interfere with the natural monitoring of public spaces. 

8.4.5 Lighting 

• Lighting plays an important role in creating a safe night-time environment for pedestrians and vehicles. 
Lighting should be easily maintained, vandal resistant and have particular regard to the specific 
environment in which it serves.  

• Special attention should be given to building entries, common areas and locations likely to attract night 
use by pedestrians (e.g. pathways, vehicle parking areas, public phones). 

8.4.6 Access control and territorial reinforcement  

• Spaces should be clearly defined as private, semi-private or public, by the use of fencing, vegetation, 
landscaping, changes in ground level, traffic calming, paving type and signage. 

Blacktown City Council, Draft Crime Prevention Plan 2017-2021 (2017) 

The draft Blacktown City Crime Prevention Plan 2017-2021 (the Crime Prevention Plan) provides a strategy 
to prevent and reduce crime throughout the LGA through a range of collaborative, community-based 
approaches.  

The Crime Prevention Plan identifies three priority areas for the LGA to help reduce crime rates and 
implement targeted strategies. These priorities areas are domestic violence, fraud and opportunistic crimes. 
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Opportunistic crimes relate to theft, robbery and malicious damage and can be reduced through the adoption 
of CPTED principles.  

Key strategies to help reduce opportunistic crime types include:  

• Monitor crime statistics as an evidence base to recommend CCTV installation 

• Develop a multi-level strategy to reduce steal from motor vehicle crimes including local Eye Watch 
programs, CPTED audits and installation of strategic signage 

• Educate the community about the risk of leaving valuables in cars in commuter carparks, shopping 
centres and residential premises. 

Blacktown City Council, Graffiti Management Plan 2012-2017 (2012) 

The Blacktown Graffiti Management Plan 2012-2017 (2012) is a five year action plan which aims to reduce 
the occurrence of graffiti in the LGA and better manage graffiti removal agencies. The Graffiti Management 
Plan is divided into three action areas. Of relevance to this report is Action Area 3: Removal and Prevention 
which aims to reduce graffiti through the application of CPTED measures including:  

• Plant vegetation along fences susceptible to graffiti to create a ‘green screen’ 

• Distribute Councils ‘Report it Don’t Ignore It’ pads to residents and businesses for reporting graffiti 
related offences 

• Provide appropriate advice to property developers regarding effective graffiti management options.  
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4. DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 
The profile of a community can influence the type and likelihood of crime that may impact a development. 
The following section contains a brief analysis of the characteristics of Ropes Crossing based on data from 
the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) and the Department of Planning and Environment. 

The full demographic summary table is provided in Appendix A.  

In 2016, Ropes Crossing had a population of 6,171 people, representing 1.8% of the Blacktown LGA 
population. Key findings of the suburb’s population include:  

• Ropes Crossing is characterised by a young family population. The majority of households identify as 
a couple family with children (60.0%) and half (48%) of the suburb is aged between 0 to 9 years and 30 
to 39 years.  

• The suburb has a high proportion of home ownership, with almost three quarters (72.3%) of dwellings 
owned outright or with a mortgage and a considerably lower proportion of rented households (23.3%) 
compared to Blacktown LGA (32.2%) and Greater Sydney (34.1%). 

• The suburb is culturally diverse, with only half of the population born in Australia (52.6%) and speaking 
English only at home (53%), which is similar to Blacktown LGA (54.1% and 53.7% respectively) 

• Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA) data indicates that Ropes Crossing is extremely 
advantaged and is ranked in the top ten percent of advantaged NSW suburbs. 

• Ropes Crossing‘s economic advantage is also reflected through a higher median personal weekly 
income ($852) and lower unemployment rate (5.1%) compared to Blacktown LGA ($672 and 7.3% 
respectively) and Greater Sydney ($719; 6.0%).   

• Blacktown LGA is expected to experience strong population growth, increasing by 49.4% from 2016 
to 2036. The LGA will continue to be characterised as a family population, with children (0 – 14 years) 
and adults (25 – 39 years) accounting for the majority of the population (42.5%). 
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5. CRIME PROFILE 
Crime data from BOCSAR was analysed to identify the crime profile at Ropes Crossing. BOCSAR data for 
both Blacktown LGA and the NSW average has been used to help assess risk compared to LGA and state 
wide averages. The full crime profile is contained in Appendix B.  

Key crime findings of relevance to this assessment include: 

• Over the past two years (December 2016 to December 2018), ‘break and enter (non-dwelling)’ and 
‘liquor offences’ crimes have increased in the Blacktown LGA with all other relevant crime types 
remaining as stable.  

• Ropes Crossing has lower crime rates (per 100,000 people) compared to Blacktown LGA, with the 
exception of break and enter dwelling and non-dwelling, motor vehicle theft, and steal from motor 
vehicle.  

• From December 2017 to December 2018, the top five crimes rates (per 100,000 people) in Ropes 
Crossing were: 

− Steal from motor vehicle 

− Malicious damage to property 

− Break and enter (dwelling) 

− Domestic assault 

− Motor vehicle theft. 

• BOCSAR publishes hotspot maps to illustrate areas of high crime density relative to crime 
concentrations across NSW. These maps highlight the site is within a crime hotspot for several 
opportunistic crime types including: 

− Steal from motor vehicle 

− Domestic assault 

− Malicious damage to property 

− Motor vehicle theft. 

• The site is also within the immediate vicinity of several other crime hotspots including: 

− Break and enter (dwelling) 

− Break and enter (non-dwelling) 

− Steal from dwelling. 

The community and crime profile of Ropes Crossing indicates that the suburb has higher rates of 
opportunistic crimes compared to Blacktown LGA, particularly for ‘steal for motor vehicle’, ‘motor vehicle 
theft’ and ‘break and enter’. Opportunistic crimes can generally be reduced and prevented through the 
adoption of CPTED principles.  
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6. CPTED ASSESSMENT 
6.1. PRIORITY AREAS 
The discussion below sets out a detailed assessment and recommendations for the following CPTED priority 
areas: 

• Car parking 

• Entry and exit points 

• External layout. 

These priority areas have been assessed against the CPTED guidelines contained in the BDCP 2015 and 
the NSW Police CPTED requirements.  

6.1.1. Car Parking 

Car parking areas can be common spaces for offences against property or persons. Car parking is 
considered a priority area as BOCSAR indicates that the site is in a hotspot for ‘steal from motor vehicle’ and 
‘motor vehicle theft’. Ropes Crossing also has significantly higher rates of both crime types compared with 
Blacktown LGA. 

Assessment of proposed development  

The proposal will include one level of ground parking and two basement levels. Basement 2 is for 
residential use only. The proposed carparking areas incorporates several CPTED principles as summarised 
below. 

• There are clear boundaries around the perimeter of the ground level carpark with added bollards at the 

lift and retail entrances to prevent pedestrian and vehicle conflicts and restrict entry.   

• Elevators and fire stairs are centrally located in the car park levels and are near vehicle and pedestrian 

ramps, increasing opportunities for casual surveillance and reducing areas of concealment. 

• The proposal includes clear on-road directional signage throughout the car park levels.  

Recommendations 

• Install lighting throughout the car park levels with emphasis at the elevators, fire stairs and car park 

entries.  

• Provide directional signage in the car park levels to direct pedestrian movement to the retail centre entry 

points and appropriate lift wells. 

 

6.1.2. Entry and Exit Points 

Entry and exit points are a key consideration for CPTED assessments because of the interface they provide 
with the surrounding area. Entry and exit points are considered a priority area as BOCSAR data indicates 
that the site is in a hotspot for ‘malicious damage to property’ and close to crime hotspots for ‘break and 
enter (dwelling)’, ‘break and enter (non-dwelling)’ and ‘steal from dwelling’. 

Assessment of proposed development  

The proposal incorporates a number of CPTED principles as summarised below.  

• The mixed-use nature of the proposed development encourages 24-hour activation and increases 

opportunities for casual surveillance.  
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• Apartment balconies front the street which increases casual surveillance opportunities of ground level 

entry and exit points. 

• Apartment numbers are clearly displayed at the entrance to the lift wells to provide direction between the 

residential apartments.   

• Access to residential apartments are controlled through three centrally located lift wells, minimising 

multiple access points.  

• The amenities block is located in an area of expected high pedestrian activity, next to the pedestrian 

access ramp and retail centres.  

Recommendations 

• Consider installing mechanical surveillance (e.g. CCTV cameras) at key access points in the retail, 

commercial, residential and car park areas to deter criminal activity.  

• Provide lighting throughout the development to maximise visibility and reduce areas of concealment.  

• Consider access control measures (i.e. keypad, swipe card) at the entrance to residential areas and at 

the level 2 basement carpark to restrict general public access to these areas. 

 

6.1.3. External Layout 

External layouts can resolve safety conflicts and improve activation of the urban environment. External 
layout is considered a priority area for this proposal as BOCSAR data indicates the site is in a hotspot for 
‘malicious damage to property’ and has higher rates of ‘break and enter’ crimes compared to Blacktown 
LGA.  

Assessment of proposed development.  

The proposal incorporates CPTED principles has summarised below.  

• Landscaping is provided throughout the development, including in public domain areas and along 

exterior walls, which separate the boundary of the proposal to external areas.     

• The proposal includes varied external wall treatments, including powdercoated metal cladding, 

brickwork, louvers and planter walls, which minimise the appearance of blank surfaces and act as a 

deterrent to graffiti.  

• The proposal includes a mix of on-site uses which contribute to the activation of the area and increase 

surveillance opportunities outside of core daytime business hours.  

Recommendations 

• Implement a landscape management plan to maintain sight lines between landscaped areas and 

entrance areas and to reduce opportunities for concealment.  

• Prepare a plan of management for the centre and residential areas to manage upkeep, security 

protocols and general upkeep.  
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7. CONCLUSION 
Urbis has undertaken a CPTED assessment for the proposed development against the four CPTED 
principles and has identified potential risk areas and recommendations to help reduce crime and anti-social 
behaviour. 

The assessment has found that the proposed concept development incorporates CPTED principles including 
improved site activation, surveillance and territorial reinforcement. The implementation of lighting, signage, 
access control and management measures will further enable the proposal to adequately incorporate 
CPTED principles. The recommendations made in this report are considered appropriate to minimise crime 
related risk to the future occupation of the proposal on site.  
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DISCLAIMER 
This report is dated 2 April 2019 and incorporates information and events up to that date only and excludes 
any information arising, or event occurring, after that date which may affect the validity of Urbis Pty Ltd’s 
(Urbis) opinion in this report.  Urbis prepared this report on the instructions, and for the benefit only, of Village 
Shopping Centres (Instructing Party) for the purpose of CPTED Assessment (Purpose) and not for any other 
purpose or use. To the extent permitted by applicable law, Urbis expressly disclaims all liability, whether direct 
or indirect, to the Instructing Party which relies or purports to rely on this report for any purpose other than the 
Purpose, and to any other person which relies or purports to rely on this report for any purpose whatsoever 
(including the Purpose). 

In preparing this report, Urbis was required to make judgements which may be affected by unforeseen future 
events, the likelihood and effects of which are not capable of precise assessment. 

All surveys, forecasts, projections and recommendations contained in or associated with this report are made 
in good faith and on the basis of information supplied to Urbis at the date of this report, and upon which Urbis 
relied. Achievement of the projections and budgets set out in this report will depend, among other things, on 
the actions of others over which Urbis has no control. 

In preparing this report, Urbis may rely on or refer to documents in a language other than English, which Urbis 
may arrange to be translated. Urbis is not responsible for the accuracy or completeness of such translations 
and disclaims any liability for any statement or opinion made in this report being inaccurate or incomplete 
arising from such translations. 

Whilst Urbis has made all reasonable inquiries it believes necessary in preparing this report, it is not 
responsible for determining the completeness or accuracy of information provided to it. Urbis (including its 
officers and personnel) is not liable for any errors or omissions, including in information provided by the 
Instructing Party or another person or upon which Urbis relies, provided that such errors or omissions are not 
made by Urbis recklessly or in bad faith. 

This report has been prepared with due care and diligence by Urbis and the statements and opinions given by 
Urbis in this report are given in good faith and in the reasonable belief that they are correct and not misleading, 
subject to the limitations above. 
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Demographic table – 2016 ABS Census data 

Data item Ropes Crossing Blacktown LGA Greater Sydney 
(GCCSA) 

Population  6,171 336,962 4,823,991 

Median age  30 33 36 

Average people per 

household  

3.2 3.2 2.8 

Age distribution (%) 

Aged 0-4 13.5% 8.0% 6.4% 

Aged 5-9 9.9% 7.9% 6.4% 

Aged 10-14 5.7% 6.9% 5.8% 

Aged 15-19 4.6% 6.9% 6.0% 

Aged 20-24 5.5% 6.8% 7.1% 

Aged 25-29 10.1% 7.2% 7.9% 

Aged 30-34 14.0% 8.3% 8.1% 

Aged 35-39 10.6% 8.1% 7.4% 

Aged 40-44 6.6% 7.2% 7.1% 

Aged 45-49 4.2% 6.5% 6.7% 

Aged 50-54 3.3% 6.0% 6.3% 

Aged 55-59 2.8% 5.4% 5.8% 

Aged 60-64 2.3% 4.6% 5.0% 

Aged 65-69 1.7% 3.8% 4.4% 

Aged 70-74 1.8% 2.5% 3.3% 

Aged 75-79 1.4% 1.7% 2.4% 

Aged 80-84 1.2% 1.1% 1.8% 

Aged 85+ 0.5% 1.1% 2.0% 

Country of birth and Indigenous identification (%) 

Australia  52.6% 54.1% 57.1% 

Born overseas country #1 India: 10.3% India: 7.6% China: 4.7% 

Born overseas country #2 Philippines: 8.7% Philippines: 6.5% England: 3.1% 
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Data item Ropes Crossing Blacktown LGA Greater Sydney 
(GCCSA) 

Born overseas country #3 New Zealand: 3.5% New Zealand: 2.4% India: 2.7% 

Aboriginal or Torres Strait 

Islander 

2.2% 2.8% 1.5% 

Language spoken at home (%) 

English only  53.0% 53.7% 58.4% 

Language other than 

English #1 

Tagalog: 5.0% Tagalog: 4.0% Mandarin: 4.7% 

Language other than 

English #2 

Gujarati: 4.5% Hindi: 4.0% Arabic: 4.0% 

Language other than 

English #3 

Hindi: 4.4% Punjabi: 3.6% Cantonese: 2.9% 

Family composition (%) 

Couple family without 

children  

28.2% 24.8% 33.4% 

Couple family with 

children  

60.0% 55.5% 49.5% 

One parent family  10.9% 18.0% 15.2% 

Other family  0.9% 1.6% 1.8% 

Household composition (%) 

Family households  87.1% 82.5% 73.6% 

Lone person households  11.2% 15.2% 21.6% 

Group households  1.7% 2.3% 4.7% 

Dwelling structure (%) 

Separate house 93.4% 77.9% 56.9% 

Semi-detached 5.9% 16.1% 14.0% 

Flat or apartment  0.0% 5.2% 28.1% 

Other dwelling  0.0% 0.4% 0.6% 

Tenure (%) 

Owned outright  12.5% 22.5% 29.1% 

Owned with mortgage  59.8% 41.9% 33.2% 
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Data item Ropes Crossing Blacktown LGA Greater Sydney 
(GCCSA) 

Rented  23.3% 32.2% 34.1% 

Other tenure type  2.5% 0.6% 0.9% 

Employment (%) 

Unemployed 5.1% 7.3% 6.0% 

Occupation (%) 

Professionals 20.0% 19.0% 26.3% 

Technicians and Trades 

Workers 

10.9% 12.7% 11.7% 

Clerical and 

Administrative Workers 

17.5% 16.4% 14.6% 

Managers 9.4% 9.6% 13.7% 

Sales Workers 9.1% 9.2% 9.0% 

Labourers 8.3% 10.2% 7.5% 

Community and Personal 

Service Workers 

10.8% 9.9% 9.6% 

Machinery Operators and 

Drivers  

11.8% 11.0% 5.6% 

Income ($) 

Median personal weekly 

income  

$852 $672 $719 

Median family weekly 

income  

$2,055 $1,817 $1,988 

Median household weekly 

income  

$2,028 $1,711 $1,750 

Level of highest educational attainment (%) 

Year 9 or below  4.9% 8.8% 7.1% 

Year 10  10.4% 12.1% 9.4% 

Year 11  3.8% 3.9% 3.1% 

Year 12  17.7% 18.0% 17.3% 

Certificate level I-IV 14.7% 13.7% 12.2% 
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Data item Ropes Crossing Blacktown LGA Greater Sydney 
(GCCSA) 

Advanced Diploma and 

Diploma level  

10.1% 8.8% 9.3% 

Bachelor Degree level 

and above  

28.5% 22.0% 28.3% 

Motor vehicles (%) 

None 2.7% 7.0% 11.1% 

1 motor vehicle  34.9% 32.4% 37.1% 

2 motor vehicle  48.3% 38.0% 32.8% 

3 or more vehicles  12.6% 18.9% 15.7% 

 

Socio Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA)    

The Socio-Economic Indexes for Areas (SEIFA) has been developed by the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
(ABS) to provide an overview of social and economic wellbeing and welfare of communities across a range 
of spatial scales. Four indices have been developed:  

• Index of Relative Socio-Economic Disadvantage: focuses primarily on disadvantage, and is derived from 
Census variables like low income, low educational attainment, unemployment, and dwellings without 
motor vehicles. 

• Index of Relative Socio-Economic Advantage and Disadvantage: is a continuum of advantage (high 
values) to disadvantage (low values), and is derived from Census variables related to both advantage 
and disadvantage. 

• Index of Economic Resources: focuses on financial aspects of advantage and disadvantage, using 
Census variables relating to residents' incomes, housing expenditure and assets. 

• Index of Education and Occupation: includes census variables relating to the educational attainment, 
employment and vocational skills. 

Scores: A lower score indicates that an area is relatively disadvantaged compared to an area with a higher 
score. The area with the lowest score is given a decile of 1, the area with the second lowest score is given a 
decile of 2 and so on, up to the area with the highest score is given the highest decile. 

Table 2 – SEIFA Index, 2016 

 Advantage and Disadvantage 

 Score  Decile  

Ropes Crossing 1057 9 

Blacktown LGA 993 8 
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Population projections table – Blacktown LGA 

Blacktown 
LGA 

Year 

2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 

%  

of 2036 
population  

% 
change 
2016 - 
2036 

Aged 0 to 4 29,550 32,450 34,900 37,350 39,950 7.7% 35.2% 

Aged 5 to 9 26,600 30,200 33,700 35,850 38,400 7.4% 44.4% 

Aged 10 to 14 24,200 27,100 31,000 34,150 36,450 7.0% 50.6% 

Aged 15 to 19 23,700 25,000 28,250 31,900 35,150 6.7% 48.3% 

Aged 20 to 24 23,750 24,950 27,000 29,900 33,600 6.4% 41.5% 

Aged 25 to 29 26,450 27,150 29,450 31,000 34,400 6.6% 30.1% 

Aged 30 to 34 28,450 30,300 32,050 33,550 35,800 6.9% 25.8% 

Aged 35 to 39 26,950 30,350 33,050 34,150 36,000 6.9% 33.6% 

Aged 40 to 44 25,050 27,800 31,800 34,050 35,350 6.8% 41.1% 

Aged 45 to 49 22,550 25,400 28,500 32,250 34,600 6.6% 53.4% 

Aged 50 to 54 20,850 22,450 25,550 28,400 32,200 6.2% 54.4% 

Aged 55 to 59 18,500 20,350 22,250 25,050 27,900 5.4% 50.8% 

Aged 60 to 64 15,750 17,850 19,850 21,550 24,350 4.7% 54.6% 

Aged 65 to 69 13,150 14,850 17,050 18,900 20,650 4.0% 57.0% 

Aged 70 to 74 9,250 12,300 14,100 16,200 18,000 3.5% 94.6% 

Aged 75 to 79 6,200 8,400 11,300 12,950 15,000 2.9% 141.9% 

Aged 80 to 84 4,200 5,250 7,250 9,800 11,400 2.2% 171.4% 

Aged 85 + 3,950 5,050 6,500 8,800 12,200 2.3% 208.9% 

Total persons 349,050 387,200 433,500 475,800 521,450 - 49.4% 

Change 36,700 38,100 46,350 42,250 45,650 - - 

Growth rate (%) 2.6% 2.3% 2.5% 2.0% 2.0% - - 

Source: Department of Planning and Environment Population Projections 2016  
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Table 3 – Crime rates per 100,000 people (December 2017 – December 2018). Rows outlined in red show the top five 
crime types in Ropes Crossing. Source: BOCSAR 

Crime type Ropes Crossing 
(suburb) 

Blacktown LGA NSW 

Assault – domestic 

violence related  

440.1 628.3 382.1 

Assault – non-domestic 

violence related  

204.3 486.2 409.6 

Break and enter – 

dwelling 

597.3 438.7 342.4 

Break and enter – non-

dwelling 

172.9 123.1 131.9 

Liquor offences 0.0 62.7 147.7 

Malicious damage to 

property 

597.3 984.5 755.1 

Motor vehicle theft 330.1 224.7 168.8 

Steal from dwelling 204.3 269.9 248.2 

Steal from motor vehicle 1,398.9 835.2 492.1 

Steal from persons 15.7 73.4 54.6 

Steal from retail store 47.2 392.1 320.2 

Robbery  31.4 71.6 32.1 

Trespass 62.9 79.7 128.8 

 

Table 4 – Two year crime trends (December, 2016 – December, 2018). Rows outlined in red show where crime rates in 
Blacktown LGA have increased. Source: BOCSAR 

Crime type Blacktown LGA NSW 

Assault – domestic violence 

related  

Stable  Stable  

Assault – non-domestic violence 

related  

Stable Stable  

Break and enter – dwelling Stable  Down 4.7% per year  

Break and enter – non-dwelling Up 41.3% per year  Stable  

Liquor offences Up 26.7% per year  Stable  

Malicious damage to property Stable Stable  

Motor vehicle theft Stable  Stable  
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Crime type Blacktown LGA NSW 

Steal from dwelling Stable  Stable  

Steal from motor vehicle Stable  Stable  

Steal from persons Stable Down 7.2% per year  

Steal from retail store Stable  Stable  

Robbery  Stable  Stable  

Trespass Stable Stable 

 

 



 

APPENDICES  

 URBIS 
CPTED ASSESSMENT_ROPES CROSSING VILLAGE_FINAL 

 

Figure 5 – Crime hotspots, January 2018 – December 2018. Site indicated by black star. Source: BOCSAR 

 

 

 
Picture 1 – Domestic assault  Picture 2 – Steal from motor vehicle 

 

  

Picture 3 – Break and enter (dwelling)   Picture 4 – Break and enter (non-dwelling)  

 

 

 
Picture 5 – Malicious damage to property  Picture 6 – Motor vehicle theft 
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Picture 7 – Steal from dwelling   

   

   

   

   



 

 

 

 


