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The Cemetery expansion land
St Bartholomew’s Church and Cemetery were established in 
1841. Both are listed as items of state and national heritage 
significance.

Council leased the land from the Anglican Church from 1975 
and acquired it in 2000. The 3.17 hectare cemetery contains 
3,600 graves but no new interment rights have been sold 
since 1972.

In 2016, 6 hectares of land to the east of St Bartholomew’s 
Cemetery was transferred to Council by the Minister for 
Planning, on the condition that it be used for cemetery 
purposes. A further 2 hectares of land is to be transferred  
by 2021.

The expansion land includes the Old Prospect Post Office 
building (circa 1890) in Tarlington Place which is listed on  
the NSW State Heritage Register.

Why is more cemetery land needed?
The NSW Government has recognised a growing shortage  
of cemetery space in Sydney. In response, it has:

●  established the Cemeteries and Crematoria NSW agency 
to ensure there is sufficient suitable land to meet future 
demand for burials and ashes interment

●  prepared a Cemeteries and Crematoria NSW Strategic 
Plan 2015–20

●  released the Metropolitan Sydney Cemetery Capacity 
Report (2017) which found that cemetery land in Sydney 
could be exhausted by 2056

●  Acknowledged the shortage in the latest Greater Sydney 
Region Plan - A Metropolis of Three Cities.

Blacktown City Council is proposing to expand the historic St Bartholomew’s Cemetery to the east, over  
8 hectares of vacant land. To enable this land to be used as a cemetery, a planning proposal has been  
prepared to change the land use zoning.

In June 2019, a Development Application was approved enabling the vacant 1 hectare portion of the existing 
cemetery to be filled and embellished to provide up to 1,000 new burial sites, columbarium walls for ashes 
interment, a new access road, parking and associated works (‘Stage 1A’ DA). 

The broader expansion lands are expected to provide up to 10,000 additional burial plots over the next 40 years.



More information
For more information on the project or to provide 
feedback please contact Jasmina Skoric on:

E: jasmina.skoric@blacktown.nsw.gov.au  

P: (02) 9839 6000

Project vision and objectives
Council’s vision is to provide a dignified and attractive  
place for the interment and remembrance of the deceased 
that respects the heritage values of the site.

Council aims to:

●  provide a range of interment products and services to 
the community

●  preserve and promote the history and heritage  
of the site

●  activate the site and promote its attributes (historical 
graves, heritage buildings, landscaped setting, far 
reaching views)

●  optimise the use of the land in a manner that is efficient, 
easy to maintain and visually appealing

●  be financially sustainable, to enable the site to be 
respectfully maintained in perpetuity.

What is the cemetery expansion  
likely to include?
●  an estimated 10,000 new burial plots over the  

next 40 years

● above-ground crypts

●  columbarium walls and other options for ashes 
interment

●  ancillary facilities (e.g. chapel, café/florist, 
administration office) around Tarlington Place

●  the restoration and re-purposing of the  
Old Prospect Post Office.

About the planning proposal
The planning proposal seeks to:

●  rezone the land from predominantly RE1 Public 
Recreation to SP1 Cemetery, consistent with the  
zoning of the existing cemetery

●  reclassify the land from ‘community land’  
to ‘operational land’, consistent with the  
classification of the existing cemetery.

Next steps – Planning proposal
1.  A public hearing, relating to the proposed 

reclassification of the land will be held in  
November 2019.

2.  Planning proposal will be considered by the  
Blacktown Local Planning Panel.

3.  If approved by the Panel, the Minister for Planning  
will be asked to finalise the planning proposal, thereby 
rezoning and reclassifying the land under Blacktown  
LEP 2015.

A development application can then be submitted to  
Council for the cemetery to be extended over this land,  
for consideration and public consultation. 

Approved Stage 1A expansion
In June the Sydney Central Planning Panel approved a 
development application for the vacant 1 hectare portion 
of the existing cemetery. The approved works include 
earthworks and the delivery of up to 1,000 burial plots, 
columbarium walls for ashes internment, a new internal road 
and car parking. The expansion will be developed over the 
next 5 years, in stages, with works commencing in October 
2019.

Next steps – Stage 1A expansion  
(existing cemetery)
1.  Preparatory site works commencing in October 2019. 

These works will involve the importation of natural 
soil fill to create level grave sites and the provision of 
required utility and drainage infrastructure.

2.  Remaining works will be completed in stages by 2024.




