St Bartholomew’s Cemetery Expansion
Frequently Asked Questions
1. Why is St Bartholomew’s Cemetery being expanded?
Activity at St Bartholomew’s Cemetery has been in decline since 1972, when the Anglican Church stopped selling interment
rights. Council started leasing the land (including the church) in 1975 and acquired it in 2000. In that time, Council honoured
burials in pre-purchased plots but has not sold any new interment rights.
In recent years, the NSW Government has recognised a growing shortage of cemetery space in Sydney, estimating that land
for burials could run out by 2056.
In 2016, with this in mind, the NSW Government transferred 6 hectares of land to the east of St Bartholomew’s Cemetery to
Council for cemetery use. Another 2 hectares will be transferred over the next 2 - 3 years.

2. What were the Government’s previous plans for the cemetery expansion land?
In 1999 the NSW Government zoned the subject land as ‘regional open space’. Prior to that, it had been zoned as ‘non-urban’
(from 1968) and ‘corridor’ (from 1988).
The current RE1 Public Recreation zoning, which came into effect in 2015, simply ‘translated’ the previous regional open space
zoning.
In 2009, the NSW Government zoned a 5,280 hectare corridor of land from Blacktown to Liverpool as the Western Sydney
Parklands. Just over half of this is located in the Blacktown LGA.
As a result, the NSW Government has directed its resources for regional open space to the Western Sydney Parklands and
away from isolated and fragmented land holdings (such as the current cemetery expansion lands).

3. Who will own and operate St Bartholomew’s Cemetery after it is expanded?
While Council intends to continue to own and operate St Bartholomew’s Cemetery into the future, management options are
still being explored. Once detailed plans for the cemetery have been prepared and approved, Council will develop a Plan of
Management.
The Plan of Management will guide Council in how it operates and manages the expanded cemetery and will be supported by
a masterplan that indicates how the land will be used.

4. When will the expanded cemetery begin operating?
The St Bartholomew’s Cemetery expansion is at the beginning of a multi-stage planning and development process. Before
construction can begin, the land must be rezoned, a Development Application must be approved and significant earthworks
need to occur. Council will also be required to prepare a business case and Plan of Management. Pending all necessary
approvals and earthworks, it will be at least 5 years before the first stage of the expanded cemetery is opened.

5. How many new plots and other interment options will be available at the expanded cemetery?
If the proposal is approved, the cemetery will be able to offer:
•

over 10,000 new burial plots

•

above-ground crypts

•

options for ashes interment such as columbarium walls

6. Will vacant land on the existing St Bartholomew’s land be used for burial plots?
Yes, approximately 1 hectare of vacant land at the corner of Ponds Road and St Bartholomew’s Place will provide additional
burial space.

7. Will areas be dedicated in the cemetery for specific religious or cultural groups?
At this stage no decisions have been made about the allocation of burial plots to particular groups. Council acknowledges
that different faith-based and cultural groups have different needs and expectations in relation to burials. This includes
specific requirements relating to the preparation, position and design of cemetery plots and memorials, and the timing of
burials. Council will take this into consideration when preparing the Plan of Management.
Bulk purchases of burial plots (i.e. more than 2 interment rights per person) cannot be granted by the cemetery operator (in
this case Council is the operator). According to the Cemeteries and Crematoria Act 2013, such requests must be referred to the
‘cemetery agency’ (i.e. Cemeteries and Crematoria NSW). The cemetery will be operated in accordance the Cemeteries and
Crematoria Act 2013 and other relevant legislation.

8. Does the proposed expansion include a crematorium?
Council has no plans to include a crematorium at this stage. If the option to include a crematorium is considered in the future,
Council will be required to lodge a separate Planning Proposal and Development Application and seek feedback via a public
exhibition process.
Nearby crematoriums are located at Pinegrove Cemetery at Minchinbury and Castlebrook Cemetery at Rouse Hill, both of
which are situated in the Blacktown LGA.

9. How much will a burial plot (interment right) cost?
It is too early to establish pricing for burial plots and other interment options (e.g. above-ground crypts, columbarium wall
ashes interment). This will be determined when a Plan of Management is developed for the cemetery, closer to the ‘opening
date’ - approximately 5 years from when a Development Application for the cemetery is approved.

10. When I purchase a burial plot (interment right), will it be mine forever?
Perpetual (‘forever’) interment rights have been traditionally offered in cemeteries. However, the recently enacted Part 4
of the Cemeteries and Crematoria Act 2013 enables cemetery operators to grant renewable interment rights, as a means of
extending the operating life of cemeteries.
A renewable interment right would be ‘leased’ for an initial term of no less than 25 years, with the option to renew every 25
years, up to a maximum of 99 years. When a renewable interment right expires, it may be sold to someone else, after certain
requirements have been met.
As the proposal to expand St Bartholomew’s Cemetery is its early stages, no decision has been made as to whether renewable
or perpetual rights will be offered. Closer to the cemetery becoming operational, Council will prepare a Plan of Management
to guide the operation and management of the cemetery. The plan will address, amongst other things, the type of interment
rights that will be offered. The Plan of Management will be prepared in consultation with the community.
The perpetual interment rights that apply to existing graves at the cemetery will remain.

11. What impact will the proposed expansion have on the existing cemetery lands?
Council expects that the proposed expansion will have a minimal impact on the existing cemetery lands other than the release
of new burial plots in the vacant parts of the existing cemetery at the corner of Ponds Road and St Bartholomew’s Place.

12. What impact will the proposal have on heritage, including Aboriginal heritage?
Council is committed to preserving and enhancing the heritage values of the entire St Bartholomew’s Cemetery site. Any
changes to the existing landscape will take into consideration the heritage values of the land.

13. What impact will the proposal have on existing buildings, including St Bartholomew’s Church and
the former Prospect Post Office?
Preserving and maintaining the St Bartholomew’s Church building and the former Prospect Post Office for public use is
a priority for Council as these buildings are important to the history and built heritage of the local area. The proposed
expansion presents an opportunity to further activate the St Bartholomew’s Church building, which is now sometimes used for
private functions and ghost tours. If approved, the proposal will also allow for the restoration and reuse of the Post Office (for
a cemetery related use), which sits within the former Prospect Village precinct.

14. Will additional parking be provided as part of the proposed expansion?
Yes. Additional parking will be provided to support the proposed expansion and increased use of the church building and
cemetery. The location and number of parking spaces will be finalised as part of the Development Application.

15. What impact will construction have on neighbouring properties, local roads and site access?
At this stage it is too early in the process to determine potential construction impacts. Council is committed to working closely
with neighbours to minimise any disruption caused by future construction works.

16. There has been illegal dumping on parts of the site. What has, or is, Council doing about this?
Specialist consultants, Prensa, undertook a preliminary investigation of the cemetery expansion land for contamination. They
found illegally dumped material, including asbestos, mainly around the edges of the site. Visible asbestos has been removed
or managed on-site (i.e. covered with geo-fabric to prevent asbestos fibres from being disturbed) to minimise the risk to
workers and the community.
This work:
•

was carried out in conjunction with air monitoring which revealed that no asbestos fibres were released during works

•

was certified by an occupational hygienist from Prensa, who was present when the site was covered, as being safe in its
current encapsulated state

•

is being monitored on a weekly basis to ensure that the geo-fabric has not lifted or been damaged.

To prevent further dumping, Council:
•

has reported the dumping to the Western Sydney Regional Illegal Dumping Squad, which has placed a ‘Report Illegal
Dumping’ sign near the site and will continue to monitor the site

•

will be erecting fencing around the corner of Tarlington Place and the Great Western Highway.

17. Why can’t all the asbestos be removed now?
Asbestos becomes a problem when it is removed in an uncontrolled manner. Prensa is investigating the broader site in more
detail, to identify any further risks and to develop a co-ordinated plan for managing those risks. This approach is safer than
attempting to remove soil in an ad-hoc manner which could disturb areas containing asbestos.

St Bartholomews Church

Old Prospect Post Office Building

