
What can I do to preserve 
our waterways 
You can reduce stormwater pollution by stopping it entering the drain 

in the first place. Here's how: 

Home 

• Carry shopping in reusable bags. Plastic

bags are a common pollutant, they can take

a long time to break down and animals can 

be smothered, tangled or choked in them.

• Put rubbish in the bin. Rubbish takes a long

time to break down. 

• Use phosphorous-free detergents by

looking out for the NP

(no phosphorous) sign on packaging.

• Keep paint, turps and solvents clear of

gutters and drains, re-use turps once the 

paint has settled, and allow unused paint to 

dry out and then put it in the bin or take it

to your yearly local chemical cleanout. See 

Council's website for details. 

• Pick up your dog's droppings with a plastic

bag and put it in the bin.

• Did you know residents are eligible for 12

free household waste pickups each year. To 

book a pickup call 9839 6000. 

• If you have chemicals you need to dispose 

of, please contact

info@environment.nsw.gov.au or phone the 

Environment Line 131 555.

• Build a raingarden at home. Raingardens 

are an attractive, low maintenance and 

self-watering garden that help to clean 

stormwater before it enters our waterways. 

Contact Council on 9839 6000 to find out 

more details on how they work.

For more information contact: 

Blacktown City Council 

Asset Design 

Phone: 9839 6000 

Email: council@blacktown.nsw.gov.au 

Car 

• Use a car wash that recycles water or 

wash your car on the grass and use as little

detergent as you can.

• When cleaning under the car, check for any 

fluid leaks and get them repaired. 

Garden 

• Sweep gutters and driveways rather than 

hose them down. 

• Put leaves in the compost or on the garden 

as mulch. 

• Rake up grass clippings then mulch or

compost. Composting helps prevent the 

drains from becoming blocked and causing 

locaJ flooding.

• Cover piles of soil, sand or mulch to stop

them washing away on rainy days.

• Use natural fertiliser only when necessary. 

Excess nutrients in the water encourage

waterweed and algae growth. 

Street I park 

• Put your cigarette butts and other rubbish 

in the bin, and pitch in and help clean up

littered areas.

• If there is no bin handy, hold onto your

rubbish until you find one, and carry a 

container for your cigarette butts. 

• Pick up your dog droppings when you're 

out and about. 

• Report illegal dumping and builders that are 

not controlling sediments on their building

sites by calling Council on 9839 6000. 

www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au/Environment/ 

Water_ Catchments 

Twitter: @blacktowncc 

Facebook: Blacktown City Council 

YouTube: Blacktown City Council 










