
State of our
waterways

We have a scienti�cally robust monitoring 
program that assesses the health of our
waterways, and this Waterway health  
report card is one way we are working  
to make a di�erence.

From April 2019 to March 2020, we monitored
23 sites along 16 of ourwaterways. The overall 
grade ofthese waterways is fair; with 1  
being in excellent condition, 3 in good 
condition, 10 in fair and 9 in poor condition.

Blacktown City is growing rapidly and  
by 2041 itwill be home to more than 
612,000 residents.

Our new neighbourhoods will soon 
accommodate 223,000 new homes; that  
means less space for rainwaterto be  
absorbed naturally into the ground.

More homes mean largervolumes of fast-
moving stormwater entering our waterways 
from gu�ers and drain pipes through
stormwaterdrains, carrying pollutants and 
disturbing natural �ow pa�erns.

Water sensitive urban design (WSUD) and
integratedwater cycle management is  
required for all new developments to  
e�ectively manage stormwater and
minimiseenvironmental degradation.

Regenerating waterways takes years, but  
every yearwe have more data to support 
informed catchment management activities  
to help improve waterway health.  
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Waterway health  
report card
2019 to 2020

What can I do to 
preserve our waterways?

You can reduce stormwater pollution by stopping  
it entering the drain in the �rst place. Here’s how:

Home
• Carry shopping in reusable bags. Plastic bags

are a common pollutant, they can take a
long time to break down and animals can be
smothered, tangled or choked in them.

• Put rubbish in the bin.
• Keep all chemicals and paints clear of gu�ers

and drains.
• Pick up your dog’s droppings with a

compostable bag and put it in the bin.
• Build a raingarden at home. Raingardens are

a�ractive, low maintenance and self-watering.
They help clean stormwater before it enters our
waterways.

• Use a carwash that recycles water or wash
your car on the grass using as li�le detergent
as you can.
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Street/park
• Put your cigare�e bu�s and other rubbish

in the bin.
• Pick up your dog’s droppings when you’re

out and about.
• Report illegal dumping and builders that are

not controlling sediment on their building
sites by calling us on 9839 6000.

Garden
• Sweep gu�ers and driveways rather than

hose them down.
• Put leaves in the compost or on the garden

as mulch so they don’t end up in our gu�ers,
blocking drains and causing local �ooding.

• Cover piles of soil, sand or mulch to stop
them washing away on rainy days.

• Use natural fertiliser only when necessary.
Excess nutrients in the water encourage
waterweed and algae growth.

For more information contact:

Sediment removal from wetlands
This yearwe removed accumulated sediment and rubbish from 
International Peace Park and Rotary Lake Wetland at Seven Hills. 
Approximately 3,900 tonnes of sediment were removed along with a 
large amount of rubbish. Rubbish items were buried and could only be 
removed with machinery. 

Creating a healthy and 
water sensitive ity

Stormwater education

We held 39 community waterway events in the pastyear, a�racting 
over 2,800 people. Of those events, 10 were primaryschool excursions 
to Blacktown Showground, where more than 1,100 local students 
learnt about stormwater and whatthey can do to reduce pollution 
impacts on our waterways. 

We also held our�rst community creek clean-up in partnership with 
Stormwater Shepherds atWhalan Reserve, Whalan. This event was 
part of Parrama�a River Catchment Group’s annual Riverfest festival. 
Communityvolunteers collected more than 250 litres of rubbish 
from Ropes Creek. Paper and cardboard packaging were the most
common li�er type. 

Our Blacktown 2036 (our Community Strategic Plan) sets out our commitment to protect and improve water quality, 
as well as conserve, restore and enhance the city’s biological diversity and ecosystem health. Some examples as to 
how we are doing this are noted below.

Creek bed and bank stabilisation 

This year we carried out minor creek bed and bank stabilisation 
works across the city including Blacktown Creek at Eddie Aaw 
Reserve, Prospect. Works included:

• bank preparation

• weed treatment and removal

• erosion control 

• 3,000 new plantings. 

These works will help prevent creek bank erosion by improving 
stability, increasing the native plant diversity, and improving water 
quality and fauna habitat. We will continue to remove weeds until  
the new plants are established. A¥er sediment removal at Rotary Lake Wetland, Seven Hills.

Before sediment removal at Rotary Lake Wetland, Seven Hills.

Aquatic and riparian weed control
We undertook aquatic and
riparian weed control works 
across a number of Council
reserves, covering an area up  
to 90,000m². Works included the
removal of invasive vines and
also woody and aquatic weeds.
These works are important as 
weeds can choke waterways by 

restricting the �ow ofwater and can degrade creek banks by reducing
the biodiversity of local native plant species.

39 We held
community waterway 
events in the past year, 
a�racting over
2,800 people

The Stormwatermanagementservice charge is used to fund all ofthese activities. If you are a rate payer you may 
have seenthis charge on your rates notice as a separate billing item called the Environmental Stormwater Service 
Charge. Formore information, visitour website. 

Keeping li�er out of our waterways

We collected around 900 tonnes of rubbish this yearfrom over 300 
pollution control devices. Pollution control devices also known as gross
pollutant traps are strategically placed below ground in drainage 
pipes across the city. These devices collect litterand sediment from 
stormwater before theywash into ourwaterways.

900
We 
collected  
around
tonnes of rubbish 
this year from over 300 
pollution control devices

We planted 

plants to improve  
creek bank stability at 
Blacktown Creek

3,000
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health grades

Blacktown 
local government area

1  Angus Creek 

2  Breakfast Creek 

3  Bungarribee Creek 

4  Blacktown Creek 

5  Bells Creek (north)

6  Bells Creek (south)

7  Eastern Creek (north) 

8  Eastern Creek (south)

9  First Ponds Creek (north)

10  First Ponds Creek (south)  

11  Girraween Creek* 

12  Lalor Creek

13  Li�le Creek 

14  Li�le Creek tributary

15 Marsden Creek 

16  Quakers Hill Creek 

17  Ropes Creek (north)

18  Ropes Creek (south)

19  Second Ponds Creek 
     (north)

20  Second Ponds Creek 
       (south) 

21  South Creek (north)

22  South Creek (south)

23  Toongabbie Creek
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Water quality 
monitoring site This map is for illustrative purposes only and not to scale

Waterway health 
grading system

A Excellent
Water quality indicators are within guideline limits more than 90% of the time. Diverse waterbug 
community with species sensitive to pollution present. Good riparian vegetation with native plant 
diversity and coverage.

B Good
Water quality indicators are within guideline limits 85% of the time. Moderately diverse waterbug 
community with some pollution sensitive species not present. Riparian vegetation has moderate  
native plant diversity and coverage, with some weed infestations.

C Fair
Water quality indicators are within guideline limits 70% of the time. Waterbug community only  
contains pollution tolerant species. Riparian vegetation is lacking native diversity and coverage, 
and weeds are likely to be present and possibly dominating.

D,E,F Poor
Water quality indicators are within guideline limits less than 50% of the time. Waterbug community  
only contains pollution tolerant species. Riparian vegetation is lacking native plant diversity, and  
weeds are most likely to be dominating.

Waterway health is graded using the combined average of  
the following 2 indicators:

Water quality

Water quality is important to aquatic ecosystem    
health. We regularly monitor water quality in   
waterways throughout our city. We measure pH, salinity,    
nutrients, turbidity and waterbugs.*

Riparian health

A healthy riparian area helps maintain water quality,  
bank stability and regulates water temperature. It  
also provides habitat and is critical to the aquatic  food 
chain. 

*What are waterbugs?

Also known as aquatic macroinvertebrates, they form an important part 
of the aquatic ecosystem. Waterbugs are widely used as indicators of  
waterway health. Certain waterbugs are more tolerant to water pollution 
and environmental change than others.

A guide to assessing the overall grades:

How to read the grades: waterway health is graded using 
the combined average of water quality and riparian health.
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*  Previously referred to
as Greystanes Creek.
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Street/park
•Put your cigare�e bu�s and other rubbish

in the bin.
•Pick up your dog’s droppings when you’re

out and about.
•Report illegal dumping and builders that are

not controlling sediment on their building
sites by calling us on 9839 6000.

Garden
•Sweep gu�ers and driveways ratherthan

hose them down.
•Put leaves in the compost or on the garden

as mulch so they don’t end up in our gu�ers,
blocking drains and causing local �ooding.

•Cover piles of soil, sand or mulch to stop
them washing away on rainy days.

•Use natural fertiliser onlywhen necessary.
Excess nutrients in the water encourage
waterweed and algae growth.

For more information contact:

Sediment removal from wetlands
This year we removed accumulated sediment and rubbish from 
International Peace Park and Rotary Lake Wetland at Seven Hills. 
Approximately 3,900 tonnes of sediment were removed along with a 
large amount of rubbish. Rubbish items were buried and could only be 
removed with machinery. 

Creating a healthy and 
water sensitive ity

Stormwater education

We held 39 community waterway events in the past year, a�racting 
over 2,800 people. Of those events, 10 were primary school excursions 
to Blacktown Showground, where more than 1,100 local students 
learnt about stormwater and what they can do to reduce pollution 
impacts on our waterways. 

We also held our �rst community creek clean-up in partnership with 
Stormwater Shepherds at Whalan Reserve, Whalan. This event was 
part of Parrama�a River Catchment Group’s annual Riverfest festival. 
Community volunteers collected more than 250 litres of rubbish 
from Ropes Creek. Paper and cardboard packaging were the most 
common li�er type. 

Our Blacktown 2036 (our Community Strategic Plan) sets out our commitment to protect and improve water quality, 
as well as conserve, restore and enhance the city’s biological diversity and ecosystem health. Some examples as to 
how we are doing this are noted below.

Creek bed and bank stabilisation 

This year we carried out minor creek bed and bank stabilisation 
works across the city including Blacktown Creek at Eddie Aaw 
Reserve, Prospect. Works included:

• bank preparation

• weed treatment and removal

• erosion control 

• 3,000 new plantings. 

These works will help prevent creek bank erosion by improving 
stability, increasing the native plant diversity, and improving water 
quality and fauna habitat. We will continue to remove weeds until  
the new plants are established.A¥er sediment removal at Rotary Lake Wetland, Seven Hills.

Before sediment removal at Rotary Lake Wetland, Seven Hills.

Aquatic and riparian weed control
We undertook aquatic and
riparian weed control works 
across a number of Council
reserves, covering an area up  
to 90,000m². Works included the
removal of invasive vines and
also woody and aquatic weeds.
These works are important as 
weeds can choke waterways by 

restricting the �ow of water and can degrade creek banks by reducing
the biodiversity of local native plant species.

39We held
community waterway 
events in the past year, 
a�racting over 
2,800 people

The Stormwater management service charge is used to fund all of these activities. If you are a rate payer you may 
have seen this charge on your rates notice as a separate billing item called the Environmental Stormwater Service 
Charge. For more information, visit our website. 

Keeping li�er out of our waterways

We collected around 900 tonnes of rubbish this year from over 300 
pollution control devices. Pollution control devices also known as gross 
pollutant traps are strategically placed below ground in drainage 
pipes across the city. These devices collect litter and sediment from 
stormwater before they wash into our waterways. 
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how we are doing this are noted below.
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This year we carried out minor creek bed and bank stabilisation 
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• bank preparation
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The Stormwater management service charge is used to fund all of these activities. If you are a rate payer you may 
have seen this charge on your rates notice as a separate billing item called the Environmental Stormwater Service 
Charge. For more information, visit our website. 
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