GARDEN LAYOUT 2

Gain morning
shade with
small trees.
Add fruit and colour

0m

DRIVEWAY

Trees

Small
Plants

Shrubs
hedges

Groundcovers

2m

4m

6m

8m

10m

YOUR STREET

Attract birds with a hedge
of native shrubs that
flowers or gives fruit. Have
one or more species.

Before planting, check that mature trees will
be big enough to provide shade in summer,
but not shade solar panels – yours and the
neighbours!

PROPERTY BOUNDARY

Save on water
bills by watering
your garden from
a rainwater tank.

Add a raised
vegetable, herb and/
or strawberry patch.

HOW CAN
YOU BEAT

THE
SUMMER
HEAT?

N

Gardens can reduce heat on your house,
provide shade and reduce your energy bills!
Add herbs for
cooking, and/or
colour with low
flowering plants.

Reduce costs on an
outdoor dining area
by using recycled
bricks or pavers.

Save money! Medium to large deciduous
trees provide summer shade and let in
winter sun. Check roots won’t affect
underground services.

Locally native
groundcovers are
ideal between
pavers – no mowing!

Brighten the front of
your home with low,
colourful flowering
plants.

Add colour and birds
to your fence with
climbers

www.blacktown.nsw.gov.au

Hard building structures, roads and large paved areas hold
heat. An urban area is generally hotter than it used to be when
it was still bush or farmland. Gardens help reduce urban heat.
Plants provide shade and ‘evapotranspiration’ – the natural
process of drawing water from soil and then losing some of
that water as vapour into the atmosphere. Trees and shrubs
can save us money on electricity, by cooling our homes and
reducing the time we need the air conditioner on in summer.

BENEFITS OF LOCALLY NATIVE PLANTS
Plants that evolve in an area are adapted to that area’s soil
conditions and climate. So they tend to grow well, and they
often need less water than other species. Locally native plants
also provide habitat and food sources for native birds and
small animals. They offer a good stop-off point for birds flying
between areas of natural bushland. The natural vegetation in
the Blacktown City area is called Cumberland Plain Woodland.
Many people plant locally native species along with other
plants in their garden.

GARDEN LAYOUT 1
Grow fresh
vegetables and herbs
with a veggie patch.

Climbers screen and
brighten your fence,
choose passionfruit or
grapes for some fruit!

Use recycled stone
pavers for a low
cost informal
garden path.

Cool your home with a
medium or large tree for
afternoon shade in summer.
Check roots won’t affect
underground services.

Groundcovers
between pavers
means no
mowing!
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TRY THESE PLANTS
TREES
Melaleuca linarifolia – Paperbark tree
Citrus limon – Lemon
Fraxinys raywood – Claret ash
Pyrus calleryana – Callery pear
SHRUBS
Indigofera australis – Native indigo
Dodonaea viscosa cuneata – Native hop bush
Hydrangea macrophylla – Hydrangea

YOUR STREET

Many people gain satisfaction from growing their own fresh
fruit, herbs and vegetables – even on small blocks. Add
colourful flowers to brighten your yard and attract pollinators.
Pollinating insects and birds play a very important role. They
move pollen within and between plants, fertilizing the plants so
they can produce fruit and/or seeds.

PROPERTY BOUNDARY

ADD FOOD & COLOUR INTO YOUR
PLANTING PLAN

N

GRASS
Dianella caerula – Flax lilly
HERBS
Mentha species – Mint
Ocimum basilicum – Basil
Rosmarimus officinalus – Rosemary
CLIMBER
Hardenbergia violacea – Happy wanderer

[

Native plant]

You can plant on nature strips, but you need Council approval.

Small native trees
and shrubs provide
habitats for birds.
Add a bird bath
and watch the fun!
A hedge provides privacy
and cools the yard.

Save money!
Use recycled
timber for
decking.
Save money!
Install a
rainwater tank.

Save on
electricity bills
with solar panels.
Locally native groundcover
and/or grasses provide
habitat for birds and lizards.

Blacktown residents can collect two free plants per property every financial year from Council’s plant nursery, Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 3 pm.

